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                 Question

                In the [Prophetic] traditions (riwayat), is it mentioned that there are ten companions of the Prophet of Islam who have been promised Paradise? If such a statement does exist, then our follow-up question is: Is this tradition considered authentic (sahih) or not?

                 Answer

                In the sources of the Ahl as-Sunnah, there is a tradition present which is commonly referred to as the ‘Ten Promised Paradise’ [ألعشرة المبشرون بالجنة - al-ʿashara al-mubashsirun bil jannah] in which it is stated that the Messenger of Allah gave the glad tidings of Paradise to ten of his companions.

                Therefore, the Ahl as-Sunnah commonly refer to those companions with the title of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise,’ and these include: Abu Bakr [b. Abu Qahafah], ʿUmar [b. al-Khattab], ʿAli [b. Abi Talib], ʿUthman [b. al-Affan], Talha [b. ʿUbaydullah], Zubayr [b. al-ʿAwwam], Saʿd b. Abi Waqqs, ʿAbd al-Rahman b. ʿAwf, Saʿid b. Zayd bin ʿUmru b. Nufayl and ʿAbdullah b. Masʿud.1

                However, the Shi’a rejects such traditions based on their own strong arguments and consider these [types of traditions] as fabrications.2 As for the proofs which the Shi’a scholars bring forth to reject such types of traditions, we relate some of them below:

                1. A careful study [of the Islamic texts] clearly show that this purported tradition was narrated by Saʿid b. Zayd3 and Zubayr b. al-Awwam (whom we will speak about shortly) – however they themselves are within this classification of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise’. In addition, history has shown that no other companions ever asked these specific ten individuals why, up until that point in time [when this narration was first brought up within the Muslim society] had it been kept hidden!

                How is it possible that in this “tradition”, someone like Imam ʿAli can be regarded as being one of the people of Paradise and at the same time, individuals who clearly broke their pledge of allegiance (bayʿah) to him and rejected him [and his authority] - such as Saʿad b. Abi Waqqaṣ, and those who launched armed rebellions against the caliphate of Imam ʿAli, such as Talha and Zubayr, can also be included in this list!

                2. In some of the books of Shi’a traditions it is mentioned that when the tradition of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise’ was being related, Zubayr b. al-Awwam went to Imam ʿAli and reminded him of this tradition however the Commander of the Faithful ʿAli categorically rejected this tradition to his face.

                The books of tradition mention that:

                When the Commander of the Faithful ʿAli went face to face in the Battle of the Camel (Maʿrikah al-Jamal) against the people of Basrah (ʿIraq), the Imam called upon Zubayr and said: “O Aba ʿAbdillah!4 Come out [of your tent].”

                The companions present said to Imam ʿAli: “Will you go to Zubayr – a man who has broken his pledge of allegiance to you while he is mounted on his horse and is fully protected with weapons, while you are on your donkey and without any weapons!?”

                Imam ʿAli replied to them stating: “I have a promise granted to me by Allah of full protection. Also, keep in mind that no one is able to run away from their own appointed period of death. I will definitely not die in this battle nor will I be killed; rather this - my death - will be at the hands of the worst person of this nation – just as the she-camel of Salih was killed by the worst of people from the tribe of Thamud.”

                At this point Zubayr came forward and Imam ʿAli said to him: “Where is Talha? Bring him with you as well.”

                Talha also came out and then the Imam said to these two: “I adjure the two of you by the name of Allah that do the two of you, those who are carriers of the knowledge from the family of Muhammad, and in addition to the two of you, ʿAyesha the daughter of Abu Bakr, don’t all of you know that the people who will take part in the Battle of the Camel and the people of the Battle of Nahrawan have been maledicted5 against by the Prophet, and anyone who seeks to plot against me are the losers [in this world and in the next]?”

                To this, Zubayr retorted: “How is it possible that we would be imprecated against while we are the people of Paradise?”

                Imam ʿAli replied: “If I considered you to be from the people of Paradise, then I would not have considered war against you to be permissible!”

                Zubayr replied: “On the Day of the Battle of Uhud, did you not hear the Prophet saying that: ‘Talha is deserving of Paradise.’ In addition to this, the Prophet said: ‘Whoever wishes to see a martyr (shahid) who is alive and walks on the earth, should look towards Talha.’ Also did you not hear the Prophet say that: ‘There are ten individuals from amongst the Quraysh who are Paradise-bound?!’”

                To this, the Commander of the Faithful ʿAli replied: ‘Enumerate who those people are.’

                Zubayr replied: ‘They are Abu Bakr, ʿUmar, ʿUthman, me (Zubayr), Talha…’ and he continued to recount the names and went on to mention: ‘…Abu ʿUbaydah Jarrah, Saʿid bin Zayd bin ʿUmru bin Nufayl.’

                When he finished, Imam ʿAli said to him: ‘You have only mentioned nine names! Who is the tenth?’

                To this, Zubayr said: ‘It is you!’

                ʿAli then said to him: ‘So you bear witness that I am one of the people of Paradise, however that which you and your companions claim is something which I categorically reject! I swear by Allah that some of the names of the individuals which you have just taken will be residing in a coffin, housed in a well, lying in the deepest recesses of Hell.

                On the top of that well is an access gate which covers, made of stone, and anytime Allah wishes to ignite the fire of Hell, He will move that rock from its place and will ignite the fire of Hell from that well [and those who are within it].

                This is something which I myself heard the Messenger [of Allah] mention and had this not been the case, then surely Allah would have allowed you to become victorious over me and you would have been successful in shedding my blood; [however if I am speaking the truth] then know that we will be victorious over you and your companions [in this battle].’

                Zubayr left this encounter and returned to his tent, crying.6

                In addition to this, the Noble Prophet had given the glad tidings [of Paradise] to various believers. For example, it is narrated that he said, time and time again that “Imam ʿAli and his followers (shi’a) shall be in paradise.”7

                Or according to other traditions, the Prophet has been quoted as saying, “Paradise is desirous of four individuals: ʿAli bin Abi Talib, ʿAmmar, Salman and Miqdad.”8

                All of these traditions are present in the books, but the tradition of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise’ does not contain any name of the righteous followers that supported ʿAli and really [in our opinion], the only reason that the name of Imam ʿAli, with all of its luster and gleam which it has, has been mentioned in the apparent tradition of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise’ is because of the fact that his status is something which is beyond doubt.

                In addition, [it is our belief that] the only reason why his name was even inserted into this false tradition was that the fabricators felt that by mentioning the name of ʿAli, they would be able to mislead others into believing that this tradition was authentic [through putting his name alongside these nine other individuals]!

                Indeed, what an interesting combination in which exact opposites are seen in this fabricated tradition!

                Is it possible to even presume that someone who would unjustly fight against Imam ʿAli could actually have a place reserved for himself in Paradise, while we know that the Messenger of Allah has clearly stated that: “Whosoever fights with Ali, it is as if they have fought against me.”9

                Going back to the discussion about Zubayr, we should realize that he is that same person about whom ʿUmar bin al-Khattab has been quoted as saying the following:

                
                  فقال عمر: أفلا أخبركم عن أنفسكم؟ قال: قل: فإنا لو استعفيناك لم تعفنا. فقال: أما أنت يا زبير٬ فوعق لقس‌ مؤمن الرضا كافر الغضب يوما إنسان و يوما شيطان٬ و لعلها لو أفضت إليك ظلت يومك تلاطم بالبطحاء على مد من شعير. أ فرأيت إن أفضت إليك فليت شعري من يكون للناس يوم تكون شيطانا و من يكون يوم تغضب و ما كان الله ليجمع لك أمر هذه الأمة و أنت على هذه الصفة .

                

                Then ʿUmar [b. al-Khattab] said: “Should I not inform you all about your true natures?” He (Zubayr b. al-Awwam) replied: “Speak. For you will not spare us even if we beg you to spare us!” Then Umar [b. al-Khattab] said: “As for you O Zubayr (b. al-Awwam)! You are an ill-mannered, impatient and greedy person, faithful [displaying your belief in Islam] in [times of] happiness and [acting] blasphemous when filled with anger; one day, you [act as a] human, while [you act as a] devil the next day.

                If I was to transfer this (khilafa) over to you, you would probably waste your days in Batha10 fighting people over a kilogram or a half a kilogram of barley. Do you not see [the consequences], if I was to hand this (khilafa) over to you? If only I had a way to know who would look after the people on the days when you come out as a devil, and who would protect them on the days when you are filled with anger! Allah will never give you control over this nation as long as you are tainted by such characteristics.”11

                In addition, Talha who was also mentioned in the purported tradition of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise’, is that same individual who during the lead up to the Battle of the Camel was approached by the Commander of the Faithful ʿAli and was asked if he recalled hearing the tradition of wilayah or not - to which he ended up stating that it was due to the fact that he just happened to forget the hadith of Ghadir12 - thus he tried to excuse himself and his actions in the Battle of the Camel. In the end, he ended up being killed by an arrow shot by Marwan (who killed him to avenge the blood of Uthman).13

                Therefore, Talha ended up being killed and leaving this world while he had disobeyed the Imam of his time.

                With all of this, is it really possible to assume that the legitimate leader of the Islamic state and the one who had worked against him in a frenzied state can both be considered as being eligible to make it into Paradise?

                In addition, it has been narrated in traditions that: “One day, when verse 53 of Surah al-Ahzab:

                
                  يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا تَدْخُلُوا بُيُوتَ النَّبِيِّ إِلَّا أَنْ يُؤْذَنَ لَكُمْ إِلَىٰ طَعَامٍ غَيْرَ نَاظِرِينَ إِنَاهُ وَلَٰكِنْ إِذَا دُعِيتُمْ فَادْخُلُوا فَإِذَا طَعِمْتُمْ فَانْتَشِرُوا وَلَا مُسْتَأْنِسِينَ لِحَدِيثٍ ۚ إِنَّ ذَٰلِكُمْ كَانَ يُؤْذِي النَّبِيَّ فَيَسْتَحْيِي مِنْكُمْ ۖ وَاللَّهُ لَا يَسْتَحْيِي مِنَ الْحَقِّ ۚ وَإِذَا سَأَلْتُمُوهُنَّ مَتَاعًا فَاسْأَلُوهُنَّ مِنْ وَرَاءِ حِجَابٍ ۚ ذَٰلِكُمْ أَطْهَرُ لِقُلُوبِكُمْ وَقُلُوبِهِنَّ ۚ وَمَا كَانَ لَكُمْ أَنْ تُؤْذُوا رَسُولَ اللَّهِ وَلَا أَنْ تَنْكِحُوا أَزْوَاجَهُ مِنْ بَعْدِهِ أَبَدًا ۚ إِنَّ ذَٰلِكُمْ كَانَ عِنْدَ اللَّهِ عَظِيمًا

                

                
                  
                    O you who have faith! Do not enter the Prophet’s houses for a meal until you are granted permission, without hanging around for it to be readied. But enter when you are invited, and disperse when you have taken your meal, without cozying up for chats. Such conduct on your part offends the Prophet, and he is ashamed of [asking] you [to leave]; but Allah is not ashamed of [expressing] the truth. When you ask [his] womenfolk for something, do so from behind a curtain. That is more chaste for your hearts and theirs. You should not offend the Apostle of Allah, nor may you ever marry his wives after him. Indeed, that would be a grave [sin] with Allah. (33:53)
                  
                

                Was sent down [to the Prophet], Talha said to a group of people whom he was with:

                ‘What benefit does this ruling of the hijab have today for the Messenger of Allah, as tomorrow when he dies, I am going to go ahead and marry [his wife] ʿAyesha anyway!’

                When the Prophet heard these words, he became extremely upset and annoyed at this statement of Talha.14

                With all this which is present in the life of Talha, how is it possible to believe that he is regarded to be one of the ‘Ten Promised Paradise,’ and that all of these ten are at one rank and status, and that they are individuals with an illustrious track record who are making it to Paradise!

                O Allah! Send Your prayers upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad!15
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