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Publisher’s Note

When the valuable book "Odattod-Daee" was first translated into English and published, those dear

readers who were in contact with us highly praised the publication of such a book for two reasons:

1- The spiritual content of "Odattod-Daee" was by the late Allameh Sheikh Ahmad Ibn Fahd Helli, may

his soul rest in peace.
2- Its good translation by a University Professor, Mr. Aghili Ashtiani.

We too thank God for giving us the honor of having published that book. A couple of months after the
publication of "Odattod-Daee" we offered Mr. Aghili several books among which he chose this book "the
Ethos of the Prophets, from Adam to Khatam" for translation into English. The book, authored by his
eminence, Ayatollah Taj Langroodi, contains mystical and moral points about the ethos and lifestyle of
the Prophets especially those of the holy Prophet of Islam.
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The Publication of such books in any language and the moral points which we can learn from them in all
the stages of our life will lead to illumination of thoughts and consolation of heart hence nearness to
God.

It is hoped that the author, the translator, the publisher and all the contributors will be equally rewarded
by God.
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(All) people are a single nation; so Allah raised Prophets as bearers of good news and as
warners, and He revealed with them the Book with truth, that it might judge between people in
that in which they differed (2:213)
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Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the Apostle of Allah and the Last of the
Prophets (33:40)

iy 1tie’ aals GLT G)

O Prophet! Surely We have sent you as a witness, and as a bearer of good news and as a warner
(48:8)
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And most surely you conform (yourself) to sublime morality (68:4)

The Translator’'s Note

All Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Muhammad and his pure progeny.

This is the second book of its kind that | have translated into English for Ansarian Publications. The first



book that | translated into English was Allameh Helli’s Odatto-Daee.

The Translation of the present book is dedicated to my devoted wife, Maryam whose patience with my
translation job has made this work possible and her piety and self-sacrifice has made the worldly life

bearable to me.

The translator of this book welcomes comments so as to be considered in the future editions.

Introduction

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
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The Fourfold Characteristics Of The Prophets
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It has been narrated on the authority of Imam Sadeq peace be upon him: Patience, truthfulness,

forbearance and good temper are some of the characteristics of the Prophets.

Visitation

It has been reported on the authority of the holy Prophet of Islam : The best habit of Prophets and the

righteous ones is visitation of one another for the sake of God.

Cheerfulness And Shaking Hand

Jaber Ibn Abdollah Anseri has quoted the holy Prophet as saying: A sign of Prophets and the righteous

ones was that when they met, cheerfulness was seen from their faces and they shook hands.
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The Prophets’ Dislike Of Affectation And Undue Trouble

The holy Prophet has said: "We Prophets, the Trustworthy and the pious ones do not like affectation and

undue trouble".

I Gye T3 e Ls 5 T 5 o LT Sablas B85 T e &1 a2 400 G

Prophets And Moral Virtues

Imam Sadeq has said: God Almighty has made Prophets distinguished for their moral virtues. whoever
has such virtues must be thankful to God and whoever lacks them has to beseech God for them. Imam
Sadeq was asked: What are moral virtues? The Imam said: Piety, moderation in spending patience,
thankfulness, forbearance, modesty, generosity, courage, zeal, truthfulness, benefaction,

trustworthiness, certainty, good temper, and fairness".
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Prophet’s Salient Characteristics

Imam Sadeq has said: The Prophets, four salient characteristics are: 1- Benefaction:2- Generosity:3-

Patience during disaster and unpleasant events:4- Act in relation to a believer’s right.
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To Perfume The Whisker

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq : "To perfume the whisker is the habit of Prophets

and respect for the honorable recorders."
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Cleanliness

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza : "Cleanliness is one of the characteristics of the

Prophets."
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To Have Walking Stick

The holy Prophet has said to have a walking stick is a sign of a believer and the habit of the Prophets. In
another hadith, we read: "Leaning against a walking stick is a habit of the Prophets."
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The Fivefold Characteristics Of The Prophets

Imam Reza has said: "Roosters have five characteristics of the Prophets: 1- Knowing the prayer timing
2- Zeal 3- Generosity 4- courage 5- Love of one’s wife

555015 @all eyl €8, (LY Jlas So Jlas i (al¥1 aldll )l Gl L3l gl
g pLall 8385 e Lalall sl

Being Kind To Ladies

Imam Sadeq has said: "Being Kind to ladies is among the Prophets habits."
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The Way The Prophets Slept

Imam Ali said: "Prophets sleep on their back, their eyes do not sleep, for they are looking forward for

receiving revelation."

B N o838, %

Jos 5ol a5l Bl A Y pgitel, Gl Ladl Lo 26 Wi 200u Gl ue gt Jaol UG,



The Prophet’s Vigil

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Ali : "Staying awake to pray leads to physical health, God’s

pleasure and Mercy as well as restoration to the Prophet’s moral virtues."
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Keeping Away From A Sinful Look

Imam Sadeq quoting Prophet Moses in the story of Prophet Shuaib’s daughter as saying: "Walk behind
me and lead the way, for we — the Prophets — do not look at women’s rumps."
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The Prophet’s Forgiveness

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq : To be powerful and to forgive is one of the habits

of the Prophets and the pious ones."
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Avoiding Flattery

Imam Ali has said: "Flattery is not the habit of the Prophets."
(¥ lA e BIA Gl s ot il Guelalt Sl s

The Prophets’ Way Of Speaking

The holy Prophet has said: "We — the Prophets — have been commissioned to speak to people to the

extent of their understanding."
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The Prophet’s Heritage

The holy Prophet has said: "Surely the Prophets have bequeathed neither Dirham nor Dinar but they
have left a bequest of Knowledge."
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The Prophet’s Supper

Imam Ali has said: "the Prophets would have dinner after performing their night prayer. Therefore, do not
forsake dinner, for forsaking it will affect your health."
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Farming And Shepherdism

Muhammad Ibn Attiah has reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq : "God Almighty likes farming and
shepherdism for His messengers so that they will not dislike rainfall."
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Brushing One’s Teeth

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: "To brush one’s teeth is the habit of the Prophets."
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Truthfulness And Trustworthiness

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq : "God Almighty has not ordained a messenger

save with truthfulness and trustworthiness towards both benefactor and wrongdoer."

a1 500 L1 1ol sl aeay ) G g oF 0525 50 a5 O 230l qle il age ol o2



Where The Prophets Cannot Endure

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq : "God Almighty afflicted Prophet Job (Ayyub)
without having committed any sin to the extent that people reproached him and surely the Prophets

cannot endure reproach."
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The Prophets And Perfume

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza: "Wearing perfume is the habit of the Prophets."
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The Prophets And Tribulation

It has been reported on the authority of Prophet Jacob (Yaqoob) : "Tribulation afflicts the Prophets and

those who resemble us more immediately than any one else."
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Prophets And Immaculacy

Imam Sadeq has reported on the authority of his father, Imam Bager : The Prophets are immaculate;
they are innocent and pure; they do not commit any sin nor are unjust. They do not even commit mortal
or venial sin."
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Longevity In The Light Of Obedience To God

Imam Ali has said: "Longevity in the light of obedience to God is one of the characteristics of Prophets."
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Perfume, Espouse, And Toothbrush

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq : "Prophets are endowed with three virtues:

Wearing Perfume, love of espouse, and brushing their teeth."
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Prophets’ Generosity

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Moosa Ibn Ja’afar : "All Prophets and their successors

were generous."
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Prophets’ Weapon

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza who said to his disciples: Resort to the Prophets’
weapon. They asked: What is the weapon of Prophets? The Imam answered: Doa.
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1. The Ethos Of Prophet Adam

Introduction

Prophet Adam is the father of mankind whom God created out of clay and blew His spirit into it after forty
years hence his body systems started functioning. Then God order angels to prostrate before him. All

angels prostrated before Adam except Eblis.

"And when We said to the angels: Make obeisance to Adam, they did obeisance, But Eblis (did it
not). He refused and he was proud and he was one of the unbelievers." (2:34)
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Then God made Adam and Eve settle in paradise and bewared them of the Satan’s deceit making all the
heavenly blessings except wheat permissible for them to eat. Nevertheless, Adam and Eve were finally
deceived by Satan, abandoned a recommended act, ate wheat and thus were expelled from paradise.
Later they repented and God accepted their repentance making them settle on the earth. Eventually
Adam passed away in Mecca after ten days of illness at the age of 930, 936, or 1030 and was buried in
a valley of Abo-Ghabiss Mountain.

Eve too became sick within a year and passed away after fifteen days and was buried near the tomb at
Adam. According to some historians, Prophet Noah took Adam’s coffin to the city of Najaf where it was

buried.

The Modesty Of Prophet Adam

In the exegesis of verses 20- 21 of the Quranic chapter — al-Taj — it has been pointed out that when
Prophet Adam and Eve ate from the Forbidden Tree, they became unclad and their privy parts became

manifest.

Adam was fleeing in paradise. Calling him, God Almighty said: O Adam! Are you running away from Me?
Adam said: No, | am rather ashamed of you. At this time, Adam made use of tree leaves and covered

his privy parts with them.
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Weeping Over His Fault

Adam and Eve kept weeping over their faults and what they lost of heavenly blessings.
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His Repentance

When Adam committed error, he apologized to God saying: "O my lord! Accept my repentance and

apology and restore my rank."
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“Then Adam received (some) words from his lord, so He turned to him mercifully; surely He is
oft-returning (to mercy), the Merciful." (2:37)
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The question here is what those words were. Polyquoting Kafi, Imam Bager and Imam Sadeq Saafi

Exegesis says: Those words were the following:
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There is no god save You, glory be to you O God, and | praise You, | have done wrong and been unjust
to myself, therefore forgive me and have mercy on me, for, You are truly the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.

There is no god but You, glory be to You O God and | praise You, | have done wrong and been unjust to

myself, therefore, return to me mercifully, for, You are the Most Merciful of the merciful ones.

In Safi Exegesis, it has also been pointed out: Those words were the above and the following:
Otually Guilly Tallis Jof vask 5y
| invoke You through Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn.

His Love Of Beauty

Having prostrated, Adam raised his head towards heaven and said: O God! Add to my beauty. Then in
the morning, Adam had beard. He rubbed his hand on it asking: O God! what is this? God said: This is a

beard. | have adorned you and your sons with it till the Day or Judgment.
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Acquaintance With Eve

God Almighty made Eve of the remain of Adam’s clay in His shape. One day God made Adam to be
overtaken by sleep showing Eve to him in his dream. This was the first dream on the earth. When Adam
woke up, Eve was sitting at the top of his bed. At this moment, God Asked: O Adam! Who is this women
sitting near you? Adam said: The one You showed me in my dream. Then Adam became acquainted



with Eve and thanked God.
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Patience And Tolerance

It has been reported that some of Adam’s younger children were going up and down his body, one of
then using Adam’s ribs as ladder for going up to his head and coming down the same way but Adam
had lowered his head saying nothing nor raising his head. An elder son of Adam said: O father, can’t
you see what he is doing to you? You should forbid him to do so. Adam said: O my son, you have not
seen what | have seen and you do not know what | know. | made a move by which | fell from the abode
of honor to the abode of abjection and from the abode of blessings to the abode of wretchedness.

Hence, | am afraid of doing something which will bring affliction upon me.
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His Thankfulness

When dying, Prophet Adam made a sermon to his children and said: Praise is due to the lord of the
worlds who created me with His own hands, made my creation perfect, fashioned me in the best way,
honored me with His angels’ prostration, taught me all the names and made me settle in paradise.
However, He had created me not only for a few days. Nevertheless, what he had willed, happened to

me.

Therefore, praise is due to Him who removed pollution from me, favored me with His attention to my awe
and weeping, accepted my repentance, guided me to His obedience and made me firm in it following my
sin, and aided me in fighting my enemy — Eblis — after | had obeyed Him. | bear witness that there is
no god but Allah, He is One, there is no partner for Him, He is Eternal after the annihilation of all

creatures.
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Begging Reward From God

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager : When Adam made ka’ba and circumbulated it, he
said: O Lord, there is a reward for every worker. | too have worked. He was told: Ask for whatever you
wish. Adam said: O God, forgive my sin. He was told: You have been forgiven. Adam said: forgive the
sin of my offspring. who will come after me. He was told: O Adam! Whoever confesses his sin, here, as

you have hone, | will forgive his sin.
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Use Of Hard-Earned Money

The holy Prophet has said: When God ordered Adam to descend on the earth, He told him to farm with

his own hands and eat out of his own hand labor after being deprived of Paradise and its blessings.
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Taciturnity

When children of Prophet Adam multiplied, one day they were talking before him and he was silent.
They said: O father! What is the matter with you that you do not speak? He said: O my sons! When
Allah, Great be His Glory, expelled me from His presence, He claimed my promise saying: Talk little so

that you will return to Me.
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Seeking A Remedy From The Evil Of Eblis

Prophet Adam said: O Lord! You have given respite to Eblis making him dominate me and | have no



option save looking for Your favor.

God Almighty said: | will assign an angel with every offspring of yours to protect him from a nearby
Satan.

Adam said: O Lord! Give more.

God said: A good deed will be rewarded tenfold and | will add to it but, (the reward of) a wrongdoing is

only one and | will write it off.
Adam said: O my Lord! Give more.

God said: "..0 my servants! who have acted extravagantly against their own souls, do not despair
of the mercy of Allah; surely Allah forgives the faults altogether.” (the Companies:53)

Adam said: O my Lord! Give more.
God said: | will not deny your offspring the repentance as long as soul is in them.
Adam said: O my Lord! Give more.
God said: | will forgive generously.

Adam said: It is good enough for me.
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Enjoining Keeping Secrets

Prophet Adam became sick for eleven days enjoining his son, Sheth, to keep his knowledge hidden from
Cain and his children, for it was because of jealousy that Cain killed Abel. Adam had devoted knowledge
to Abel. It was for this reason that Sheth and his children had kept their knowledge hidden from Cain and
his children who did not have a share of it.
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Mourning Abel

When Abel was killed, Adam mourned him for a year and never smiled.
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Praising Allah After Sneezing

Abdullah Ibn Massood has reported on the authority of the holy Prophet: When Allah blew His spirit into
Adam, he sneezed. God inspired him to say: Praise is due to the lord of the worlds.
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Avoiding Haste

When Adam’s death drew near, he gathered all his children informing and recommending them of the
result of good deeds. An advice of his to the children was: Think of whatever you wish to do beforehand,
for, if | had done so, | was not afflicted with what afflicted me.
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Enjoining Piety (Fear Of Allah)

O my children! It is your duty to fear God and obey Him.
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Giving Away Part Of His Life To David

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager: Allah— Gilorified and Honored —, presented the
names of the Prophets and their lifetime. Coming to the lifetime of Prophet David, Adam found out that
David’s lifetime was only forty years. So Adam said: How short the lifetime of David and how long my

lifetime is? Will You add to David’s lifetime if | give away a few years of mine? God said: Yes, O Adam.



Adam said: Give thirty years of my lifetime to David. Fix it for him and deduct it from my lifetime.
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Imam Baqger said: God fixed it for David. It is on this basis that God writes off and records whatever He
wills and with Him is the Mother of All Books.
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Enjoining Good Deeds

O my children! It is your duty to do virtuous deeds and follow them diligently.
bsa 31 Ll isliag (e

Tasbeeh And Taqdeess Of God At The Time Of Death

When the angel of death was taking the life of Adam, he was engaged in Tasbeeh (saying praise is due
to Allah), and Taqgdeess (saying no god but Allah). At this time Gabriel said to the angel of death: O
angel of death! Be lenient to him. Do you know him? He is Adam whom God made with His own Hands
and into him blew of His own Spirit ordering us to prostrate before him and gave him an abode in
paradise. Adam kept praising God till the angel of death took his life.
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Expression Of Pain And Inability At The Time Of Death

When Adam was dying, Gabriel along with the angel of death were beside his bed and other angels had
surrounded him. At this moment, Gabriel asked Adam: How is your situation? Adam said: It is extremely

painful. Furthermore, the agony stands between me and prayer.
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2. The Ethos Of Prophet Sheth

Introduction

Sheth (Gift of Allah) was the executor of Adam’s will, who was born five years after Abel was killed by
Cain:235 years after the fall of Adam. He was the offspring of Adam from his issue and Jafeth (Yefith)
who were brethren. Thursday afternoon, God Almighty sent a Houri for Sheth and the next day another
Houri for Jafeth. When those Houris married Sheth and Jafeth, a son from the former and a daughter
from the latter were born. These two cousins — Sheth’s son and Jafeth’s daughter — got married later

on and thus Adam’s generation multiplied.
According to Nasekh At-Tawarikh, the marriage between brother and sister is completely rejected.

Sheth was residing in Mecca where he constantly performed major and minor Hajj. He founded Ka’aba
with mud and stone. Getting sick, Sheth appointed his son, Anoosh as executor of his will and eventually
passed away at the age of 912 and was buried alongside his parents in the Cave of Abo-Ghabais.

Teaching Of Divine Injunctions

God appointed Sheth as Prophet and sent him fifty books containing signs precepts, injunctions.
Traditions and limits. Sheth used to live in Mecca teaching those books to Adam’s children.
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Piety
Getting sick, Sheth called his son, Anoosh, making his will and enjoining him to piety (fear of Allah).
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His Sixteen Pieces Of Advice

From the words of Sheth, son of Adam: A believer must have sixteen qualities:
1- Getting to know God, His angels and people of obedience
2- Getting to know good and evil, that is, interest in good and keeping away from evil.

3- Listening to and obeying a merciful King whom God has made vicegerent on the earth giving him the
affair of cities and servants.

4- Being kind to the parents.

5- Doing good to the extent of one’s ability.

6- Helping the poor.

7- Being kind to the homeless.

8- Being brave in obeying Allah.

9- Keeping away from debauchery.

10- Patience with faith and certainty.

11- Truthfulness.

12- Justice.

13- Detachment from the world.

14- Making a sacrifice as a sing of thanks to God who has bestowed blessings upon His creatures.
15- Forbearance and thankfulness to God during calamities in the world without showing impatience.

16— Modesty and little disputation.
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3. The Ethos Of Epoch (Prophet Idris )

Introduction

Idris was the son of Bard, son of Mahail, son of Kenan, son of Anoosh, son of Sheth, son of Adam. He
was called triple-blessed, for he had three positions, namely, reign, wisdom and Prophethood. He was
born in Manf, the capital of ancient Egypt on the left side of Cairo presently known as Einos-Shams. He
was appointed as Prophet 200 years after the demise of Adam and lived in Sahleh Mosque in Kufa for
some time. He was a tailor and the first one who used needle for sewing and pen for writing. Thirty

books were sent to him. He taught astrology and eventually ascended to heavens.

His Best Moral Virtue As Mentioned In The Holy Quran

"And mention Idris in the Book; surely he was a truthful man, a Prophet." (20:56)
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Good Deeds

Every day, Idris deeds went up to heavens as much as the deeds done by the people of his time

altogether.
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Fast And Travel

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn Abbass that Prophet Idris was traveling days while he was

fasting and took a rest wherever night fell.
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Creativity: Writing And Tailoring

Idris was the first one who wrote with pen and the first one who made garment and wore it.

While he was cutting out and sewing, he used to say: Glory be to Allah, there is no god but Allah, Allah



is the Greatest, He is One, and He is Glorious.
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Teaching

Idris is so named because he was frequently teaching the precepts of Allah — Glorified and Honored —

and the traditions of Islam.
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His Trifold Qualities

Prophet Idris was of few words, spoke softly, and took his steps very close to each other when walking.
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The First One Who Took A Pen In Hand

He (ldris) was the first one who wrote with a pen.
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The First One Who Made Garment

He (Idris) was the first one who sewed a garment and wore it.
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His Meditation Upon God’s Grandeur

Idris meditated upon the grandeur of Allah, Great be His Glory, saying: For these heavens and the
earths, for this great creation, the sun, the Moon the stars, the clouds, rain and all these objects, there is
a Lord who is their Manager, why should | not worship this Lord as He deserves. Then, he made contact
with his tribe, preaching them, giving them advice, warning them, and inviting them to worship the



Creator of all these objects.
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Idris And Love Of Worship

(When Idris invited people) they responded to him one by one until they became seven, then seventy,
then seven hundred until they became one thousand. Idris said: Let us select a hundred men from
among a thousand. They did so. Then they selected seventy men from among a hundred and then ten
and eventually seven. Then, he said to them: Now you — seven persons — pray and the rest of us will
say Amen so that God, Great be His Glory will guide us to worshipping Him.
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They laid their hands on the earth and prayed for a long time but they gained nothing. Then, they raised
their hands towards the heaven. It was then that God — Glorified and Honored —, inspired Idris guiding
him those with him to worshipping Him. Since then, they worshipped God — Glorified and Honored —

and did not associate anything with Him till God raised Idris to heavens.
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4. The Ethos Of Prophet Noah



Introduction

Noah who is called the chief of the Prophets and "saved by Allah" is the son of Lamuch. After being
appointed as a Prophet, Noah invited people to worship God but experienced nothing but persecution by
people till on the order of God, he made the ark and it started raining.

"And make the ark before Our eyes and (according to) Our revelation" (11:37):

-
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"So We opened the gates of the cloud with water pouring down, and We made water to flow in the
land in springs." (54:11- 12)
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Noah was commissioned to carry in his ark all the believers and a pair of all thins, and the deluge

overtook the unbelievers and even Noah’s son. This story has been elaborated in the books of history.

About Noah'’s life-span there are differences of opinion. The late Sheikh Sadooq, in the book, Kamal al-
Deen has reported a hadith on the authority of Imam Sadeq: Noah lived for two thousand and five
hundred years, with 850 years before ordainment and 950 years after ordainment during which he invited

people to worship God and he lived for seven hundred years after the ark landed.
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When the angel of death came to Noah, he was in sunlight. After greeting him, the angel of death said:
Why are you here? He said to take your soul. Noah said: Will you permit me to go to the shade? The
Angel of death said: Yes. Then Noah changed his position saying: O angel of death! What happened to
me in life is like the change of position from sunlight to shade, now perform your mission. At this moment

his soul was taken and he passed away.

Propagating Divine Mission

"And O my people! | ask you not for wealth in return for it; my reward is only with Allah." (11:29)



Inviting People To Worship God

'O my people! Serve Allah, you have no god other than Him; surely | fear for you the

chastisement of a grievous day." (7:59)
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Care For Believers

"And | am not going to drive away those who believe; surely they shall meet their Lord, but |
consider you a people who are ignorant.” (11:29)
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Seeking Help From God

"There fore he called upon his Lord: | am overcome, come Thou then to help” (54: 10)
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His Servitude And Thanksgiving

“The Offspring of those whom We bore with Nuh; surely he was a grateful servant." (17:3)
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Praying And Cursing

"My Lord! Forgive me and my parents and him who enters my house believing, and the believing
men and the believing women; and do not increase the unjust in ought but destruction!" (71:28)
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His Moral Advice To His Children

When Noah’s demise drew near, he called his two sons saying: | enjoin you two things and forbid you
two other things; | forbid you Idolatry and arrogance and enjoin you "La elaha illa Allah, Sobhan Allah,
wa Behamdeh"
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His Worship

The holy Prophet of Islam said: "Noah observed fast all the days of year except on Idyl-fitr and Idyl-
adha days.

B

His House

Noah used to live in a house made of wool for 1400 years and whenever he was told: Messenger of
Allah! How good it was if you would make a house of mud and would take shelter therein, he would
answer: | am going to die tomorrow and leave the house. He continued to live in this house till he

passed away.
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His Opinion Of The World

It is reported that Gabriel said to Noah: O you who have lived the longest life among the Prophets! How
do you find life? Noah said: The world is like a house with two doors; | entered it from one door and left it
from the other.
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His Thanksgiving

When Noah was Wearing clothes, eating food or drinking water, he thanked God saying: Praise is due to

Allah.

It is also reported that Noah would say: In the name of Allah before eating and drinking and praise is due
to Allah at the end.
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His Days And Nights

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that in the mornings and evenings, Noah used to
say: O God! | take You as a witness that all days and nights as well as the blessings of religion and
world come from you alone, You have no partner, praise is due to You, thanks is due to You so that you

will be pleased with me and thanks after being pleased with me. This was Noah’s thanks giving.
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Model For Thanksgiving

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Zaynl-A’abideen. That the people have learnt three
qualities from three persons: Patience from Job, thanksgiving from Noah and jealousy from the sons of

Jacob.
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His Appeal To Laa llaha llla Allah

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza that when Noah embarked in the Ark, God —
Glorified and Honored —, inspired him: O Nuh! If you fear drowning, say a thousand times: La elaha illa
Allah, then ask Me for rescue so that | will rescue you and those who believe with you. When they were

all placed in the Ark and untied the thick rope of the Ark, a sharp wind started blowing.



Hence, Noah did not have time enough to say a thousand times "La elaha illa Allah". He had only time to
say "Laa elaha illa Allah" a hundred times in the Syriac language by which the Ark became calm. Noah
said: The words by which God rescued me should not be separated from me. Then, he had those words

inscribed on his signet-ring.
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His Lament

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Noah’s name was AbdulGhaffar, meaning

servant of the Forgiver but since he lamented and wept over himself, he was named Nuh.
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Praying For His Persecutors

The people of Noah attacked him and strangled him to the point that he fainted and when getting up, he

said: O God! Forgive me and my people, for they are ignorant.
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His Endurance In Calling People To God

He was sometimes so beaten up by a stick, smashed and left at home that people thought he was dead.

But when he came to, he performed Ghusl, came out of home and called people towards God.
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Never Breaks His Promise

The last creature which entered the Ark was a donkey. When the forelegs of the donkey entered the Ark,

Satan took hold of its tail not letting its hindlegs enter the Ark. Noah ordered the animal to enter but it



could not. Eventually, Noah said: Enter even if Satan is with you. This word slipped from Noah’s tongue
and when he said it, Satan entered the Ark with it. Noah said to Satan: O the enemy of God, what made
you enter the Ark? Satan said: Did you yourself not say: enter even if Satan is with you? Noah let him go

and said nothing.
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5. The Ethos Of Prophet Hud

Introduction

Prophet Hud is the son of Shalah, son of Arfkhshath, son of Sam, son of Noah, who was born 2648
years after the fall of Adam. He was engaged in trade in the beginning of his life and earned his
livelihood in this way. Hud was appointed as Prophet at the age of forty. Since then, he started
propagating his mission and guiding people. He used to say:

'l deliver to you the messages of my Lord and | am a faithful adviser to you." (7:68)

but the people said:

"... and most surely we think you to be of the liars." (7:66)
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And eventually, people were afflicted with torment and such a destructive wind started to blow that
according to verse 42 of the Quranic chapter — the Scatteres —

"It did not leave aught on which it blew, but it made it like ashes."
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Then, Prophet Hud settled in Hazaramaut along with four thousand believers who had been rescued

from the torment as a result of his invocation and eventually passed away at the age of 464.

It is reported that over a cave in Hazaramaut Mountain, there is a dome under which his holy body is
buried with the following words inscribed on a tablet:

In the Name Of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful, the Most High, the Most Sublime:

| am Hud, the Prophet and the Messenger of the Lord of the earth and heavens unto the people of Ad. |
invited them to believe in God and renounce idols. However, they disobeyed. Therefore, they were

afflicted with a destructive wind hence ruined.
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His Advice To People

"And to Ad (We sent) their brother Hud. He said: O my people! Serve Allah, you have no god
other than Him; will you not then guard (against evil)? The chiefs of those who disbelieved from
among his people said: Most surely we see you in folly, and most surely we think you to be of the
liars. He said: O my people! There is no folly in me, but | am an apostle of the Lord of the worlds.
I deliver to you the messages of my Lord and | am a faithful adviser to you." (7:65- 68)
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Delivering Message Of God

"0 my people! | do not ask of you any reward for it; my reward is only with Him Who created me;
do you not then understand?" (11:51)
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Immunity From Infidels

"He said: surely Allah to witness, and do you bear witness too, that | am clear of what you
associate (with Allah)." (11:54)



Reliance On God

"Surely I rely on Allah, my Lord and your Lord; there is no living creature but He holds it by Its
forelock; surely my Lord is on the right path." (11:56)
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Seeking Help From God

"He said: O my Lord! Help me against their calling me a liar. He said: In a little while they will
most certainly be repenting. So the punishment overtook them in justice, and We made them as
rubbish; so away with the unjust people." (23:39- 41)
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Patience Over An Incompatible Wife

Prophet Hud was a farmer and irrigated farms. One day, a group of people came to his house seeking to
meet with him. A one-eyed woman whose hair was mostly gray came out to them asking: Who are you?
They said: We are the people of such and such land, and our land has been hit by drought; so, we have

come to request Hud to pray for us and ask God to give us rain. She said: Had Hud’s supplication been

heeded, he would have supplicated for himself, for his farm has been drought burnt. They said: Now tell

us where is he? She said: He is in such and such place. They went to him saying: O Prophet of Allah!

Our land has been hit by drought. Ask God to make our land green and give us rain.

Hud performed prayer and supplicated for them saying to them: Go back, for rain has already fallen and
your land has become green. They said: O Prophet of Allah! We have seen sometime strange. Hud
said: What have you seen? They said: a one- eyed woman most of whose hair is gray. She said: Who
are you and what do you want? We said: We have come here to ask Nuh, the Prophet of Allah to
supplicate to God to give us rain but she said: Had Hud’s supplication been heeded, he would have
supplicated for himself, for, his own land has been drought burnt. Hud said: That was my wife and |
invoke Allah to permit her to live long. They asked him why. Nuh said: Allah never created a believer
without creating an enemy for him to harm him. She is my enemy. Having an enemy over whom | have

control is better than facing one who controls me.
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Patience Over Persecution

When Hud turned forty, God inspired him: Go to your people and invite them to worship Me. Should they
respond to you positively, | will increase their power and wealth. When the people were gathering
together, Hud came to them saying: O my people! Worship Allah, for there is no god for you save Him.
They said: O Hud! You are a trustworthy man. Hud said: Then know that | am the Messenger of Allah
unto you. Give up worshipping idols. Hearing this, people attacked him, trying to strangle him and
leaving him as a dead person. Hud was unconscious for a day and night and when came to, he said: O
my Lord! | did my duty and you saw what my people did to me.
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His Quietude And Equanimity

Hud was good-tempered. He had a special quietude and enjoyed much endurance.
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6. The Ethos Of Prophet Saleh

Introduction

Prophet Saleh was son of Jaben son of Thamud, son of Amer, son of Eram, son of Sam, son of Nuh,
who was born 2973 years after the fall of Adam. He was of high stature, broad-shouldered and eloquent,
His hair was black and his cheeks rosy. He was bare-footed and preaching people most of the time. He

was engaged in business when he was free preach. He was known as a pious man in youth.

When Saleh was appointed as Prophet, he started guiding people. After some time, a small group of
people followed him and the rest called for a miracle saying: Bring out of mountain a pregnant camel
which will deliver a young immediately. Saleh accepted and went to mountainside along with the people
invoking God to show His sign. All of a sudden, the mountain moaned and from it a pregnant she-camel

came out, giving birth to a young too. Nevertheless, they did not believe. Saleh said:

"This is a she-camel; she shall have her portion of water, and you have your portion of water on
an appointed time." (26: 155).
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Saheh’s she-camel horrified other animals in each pasture she entered making them to stop eating
hence becoming thin. A group of adversaries by resorting to tricks slew the she-camel and her young
fled towards mountain. Some people came to Saleh seeking a solution. Saleh said: Bring the young
camel here. By seeing Saleh, the young camel cried three times: O Saleh! Where is Mother? and

disappeared.

Saleh said: "Enjoy yourselves in your abode for three days, that is a promise not to be belied."
(71:65)
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And eventually, the torment descended: "Then the earthquake overtook them, so they became
motionless bodies in their abode." (7:77)
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Saleh lived for 280 years and was buried between Rukn and Magam in the holy House of God. (Ka’ba)

Propagating The Message Of God

"And | do not ask you any reward for it; my reward is only with the lord of the worlds." (the
26: 145)
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The Best Argumentor

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that the holy Prophet(S) asked Gabriel: What was
the reason behind the ruin of Saleh’s people? Gabriel said: O Muhammad! Saleh was appointed at the
age of 16 and was among people up to the age of 120 but no one responded him positively. They had

seventy idols which they worshipped besides Allah.

Seeing this, Saleh said: | was appointed as Prophet to you at the age of 16 and | am now at the age of
120. | offer you two proposals. If you desire anything, ask me so that | will ask God to fulfill your desire.
Or if you wish, | will ask your gods to fulfill a desire. If they fulfilled my desire, | will depart from among
you. Then none of us will be offended. They said: O Saleh! You are fair. Be prepared for it.
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They left the city with their idols on their backs. When they were free eating and drinking, they said: O
Saleh! Ask whatever you wish. Saleh said: What is the name of the big idol? They said the name. Saleh
called the idol by name but there was no answer. Saleh said: Why it does not answer? They said: call
other idols besides it. Saleh called other idols by name but there was no answer. Saleh said: O people!
Did you see that | called all the idols but they did not answer? Now you ask me something so that | will
ask God to answer right away and fulfill your desire. They came to their idols saying: Why don’t you
answer Saleh? They did not answer.
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Then they said: O Saleh! Take a distance from us so that we will call our idols. They threw away the
carpets and vessels they had with them wallowing in the dust. They said: O idols! If you do not answer
Saleh, we will be disgraced. Then, they asked Saleh to ask idols again but there was no answer. They

said: Saleh wishes you to answer him and speak.
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Saleh said: O people! the day is over but your gods do not answer. Now you ask me so that | will call my
God and He will answer you right away. Seventy of their chiefs asked idols to speak but there was no
answer. Eventually, they said: O Saleh! We ask you something and if your Lord answers, we will follow
you and all the people in the village will follow you too.
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Saleh said: Ask me whatever you wish. They said: Let us go to the nearby mountain so that we will ask
you what we wish there. When they reached the mountain, they said: O Saleh! Ask your Lord to bring
out from this mountain a red, pure and pregnant she-camel right now. Saleh said: You have asked me
something too hard for me yet so easy for my Lord. Then, he asked God what they had demanded. At

this moment, the mountain cleaved and people were about to go mad when a horrible sound was heard.
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Like a woman in travail, the mountain became upset and abruptly the head of the she-camel and then
other parts came out of the mountain standing on its four legs. Seeing this, the people said: How quickly
your Lord answered our prayer! Therefore ask Him to give us its young too. Saleh asked God again and
a young camel with new hair dropped from the she-camel. Saleh said: O people! Do you wish anything

else? They said: No! Let us go to our people so as to inform them of what we have seen.
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When the chiefs returned, their argument heated. Out of seventy only six of them did not change their
mind saying what they have seen and what Saleh has brought was true. Sixty-four denied (covered) the
truth saying it was no more than enchant. And one of the six chiefs who believed first changed his mind
and was one of those who hamstrung the she-camel.
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7. The Ethos Of Prophet Abraham

Introduction

Prophet Abraham is son of Tarih, son of Nahur, son of Sharugh, son of Arghu, son of Faligh, son of Abir,
son of Shalikh, son of Kenan, son of Arfkhshath, son of Sam, son of Noah. Abraham means a kind
father. His title is the friend of Allah and the friend of the Beneficent. He is also called the father of the

Prophets.

Abraham was born in the village of Kothi in Babylon 3323 years after the fall of Adam. His mother, Nona

hid him in a cave out of fear of enemies for many years. He invited people to his upright creed from the



age of sixteen. His uncle, Azar used to make idols and would give them to Abraham to sell them. He

would put a rope round their necks carrying them with disgrace in the streets calling:

"And by Allah! | will certainly do something against your idols... " (21:57)
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The news on these acts of his spread among people. Nemrud heard of it and ordered Abraham to be

brought to his palace but Abraham did not prostrate to the king. Hence Nemrud was infuriated.

Once Abraham went to the idol-temple and broke all the idols hanging the ax on the neck of the biggest
idol. Seeing this, people knew that it was the work of Abraham whom they condemned to be thrown to

fire. The followers of Nemrud prepared a huge fire and threw Abraham into it. God said;

'O fire! Be a comfort and peace to Ibrahim." (21: 69)
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When Nemrud’s plan failed, he ordered to expel Abraham from the town. Therefore, Abraham together
with Sarah his cousin, Lot, his nephew, Tarih, his father migrated from Babylon and settled in Haram in
north-east Al-Jdazirah. He married Sarah who was then 37 years old and departed for Kenan territory.
Later on, as a result of a severe famine they migrated to Egypt from where they went to Palestine and
settled in Hebron farm known as Qudskhalol till the end of life. Since Sarah was infertile, she

recommended Hagar, her slave-girl to him and thus Ismail was born of Hagar.

Sarah asked Abraham to take Hagar and her son to a desert far from town. Her request was accepted.
Abraham decided to take them to Mecca and at Gabriel’s hint they alighted at the present Zamzam Well.

He was with them for three days and upon his return said:

"0 our Lord! Surely I have settled a part of my offspring in a valley unproductive of fruit near Thy
Sacred House... " (14:37)
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Abraham visited the Sacred House and performed Hajj every year after his return and enjoyed seeing
Hagar and Ismail. Ten years later, he was in Mecca when one night, he dreamed that he had to sacrifice

Ismail. He prepared to do so but a sheep was brought from under mountain by the angel of God:

"And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice." (37:107)



Later on, Abraham restructured Ka’ba with the help of Ismail and eventually passed away after twenty
five days of iliness 3508 years after the Fall of Adam and was buried in Mafileh cave in Hebron

(Palestine) where Sarah was buried too. In a hadith, the holy Prophet said: Abraham lived for 175 years.
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Immunity From Infidels

‘Indeed, there is for you a good example in Ibrahim and those with him when they said to their
people: Surely we are clear of you and of what you serve besides Allah" (60:4)
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His Thankfulness

"Surely Ibrahim was an exemplar, obedient to Allah, upright, and he was not of the polytheists.
Grateful for his favors; He chose him and guided him on the right path." (16: 120- 121)
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His Recommendations To His Sons

"And the same did Ibrahim enjoin on his sons and so (did) Yaqoob. O my sons! Surely Allah has
chosen for you (this) faith, therefore die not unless you are Muslims." (2: 132)
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Three Fold Virtues Of His

‘Most surely Ibrahim was forbearing, tender-hearted, oft-returning to (to Allah)" (11:75)
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His Truthfulness

"And mention Ibrahim in the Book; surely he was a truthful man, a Prophet." (19:41)
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Why Did God Choose Him As A Friend?

Imam Reza has polyqgouted Imam Sadeq and Imam Bager as saying: God — Glorified and Honored —
chose Abraham as a friend because he never rejected anyone and never asked anything from anyone
but God.
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His Threefold Characteristics

Abraham was asked: Why God has taken you as a friend? He said: For three reasons:.
1- | always preferred God’s orders to other ones:

2- | was not grieved with what God had destined for me

3- | was serving guests day and night.
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At His Table

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Angles came to Abraham in human
figure, Abraham brought them a broiled calf to eat. Angles said: We will not eat unless you tell us of its
price. Abraham said: Say Bismillah (in the name of Allah) whenever you start eating and Alhamdo lillah
(praise is due to Allah) whenever you finish eating. Imam Sadeq said: At this moment, Gabriel turned to
his companies who were four and he was their chief and said: He deserves to be taken as a friend by
God.
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Reliance On God

Imam Sadeq said: When Abraham was thrown into fire, Gabriel met him between the earth and heaven

saying: Do you need any help? Abraham said: Not from you.
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Thanking God For Not Committing Sin

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that one day Abraham saw a white hair in his
beard. He said: Thanks God who has made me reach this age while | have not committed sin even in a

blinking time.
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His Hospitality

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Abraham was at his father’s house and
there was no guest there, he would lock the door, leave home while carrying the keys with him and

looking for guests.
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His Pity For Hagar And Ismail

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Musa that when Abraham made Hagar and Ismail settle in
Mecca and bade them farewell, Hagar and Ismail started weeping. Addressing Hagar Abraham said:
Why are you weeping? | have made you settle in the most beloved place on the earth and in the
sanctuary of Allah. Hager said: O Ibrahim! | have not seen any Prophet act as you have acted. Abraham



said: What have | done? Hager said: O Ibrahim! You are leaving behind a weak wife and a weak child,
helpless with no companion of mankind, no spring of water, no harvest and no milch. At this moment
Abraham felt pity for them and his eyes were filled with tears. He came forward till he reached the door
of God’s House. Holding the two sides of the House, he said: O God! | have made my progeny settle in
an infertile desert near Your Sacred House for performing prayer. Therefore, set people’s hearts inclined
to it and give sustenance to them from all kinds of fruits that they may thank.
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Entrusting Wife And Child To God

When Abraham turned to leave, Hagar said: O Ibrahim! To whom are you entrusting us? He said: |

entrust you to the Lord of this House.
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Forbearance Before Sarah’s Bad Temper

Imam Sadeq has said: Once Abraham complained to God of Sarah’s bad temper. God inspired him that
the parable of woman is as a crooked bone. If you straighten it, it will break and should you leave it as it
is, it will benefit you. Be patient towards her.
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Asking God To Give Him A Daughter

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Abraham asked God to give him a daughter to

weep for him after his demise.
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His Supplication For Sinners

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that once Abraham was traveling for the sake of
taking lessons. On his way, he came across a desert with no plantation. He saw a man performing
prayer and wearing a garment of wool. Abraham stopped and was amazed by that man’s state. He
waited for the man to complete his prayer but since his prayer lasted for some time, Abraham gave a
sign with his hand making him understand that he had a need. The man shortened his prayer and sat
with Abraham.

Addressing him, Abraham said: To whom you are praying? He said: To the God of Abraham. Abraham
asked: Who is Abraham’s God? He said: The One who created you and me. Abraham said: | am
pleased with you and | would like to be your brother for the cause of God. Where is your house so as to

come and see you?

The man made a sign with his hand to the sea saying: Behind this Notfeh (clear and sweet water) while

referring to the sea but my prayer site is right here.
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Then addressing Abraham, the man said: Do you have any need? Abraham said: Yes. The man said:
What is your need? Abraham said: Either you pray and | will say Amen or | pray and you will say Amen.
The man asked: For whom are you going to pray? Abraham said: For sinful believers. The man said:
No. Abraham asked: Why? The man said: Because | have been praying for something for thirty years
but it has not been fulfilled hence | am ashamed of calling on Him unless | know He will fulfill it.

Abraham said: What did you pray for? The man said: Once by this prayer site, a boy who was extremely

handsome passed by; light was radiating from his forehead; he had long hair, and was herding cattle



and sheep. | liked him very much and asked him to whom those cattle and sheep belonged. He said:
They belong to myself. | asked who he was. He said he was Ismail. The son of Ibrahim, the friend of

Allah. Knowing that he was the son of Ibrahim, the friend of Allah, | prayed to God to see him.
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Abraham said: | am Ibrahim, the friend of Allah and he is my son. The man thanked God and said:
Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds who has answered my prayer. Then, he kissed Abraham’s
cheeks and embraced him saying: Now | am prepared to invoke God together. Therefore, you pray and |

will say Amen.

Abraham prayed for the believing men and women and invoked God to forgive believers from that day till

the Day of Judgment and to be pleased with them.

Imam Bager said: That prayer will include the sinful among believers and our shiites (followers) till the

Day of Judgment.
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Abraham’s Demise

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Ali that when God decided to take the soul of Abraham to
Him, He sent the angel of death to him. The angel of death greeted him and Abraham greeted him too.
Abraham said: Peace be to you O angel of death! Why are you here? The angel of death said: | am here
to take your soul. Abraham said: Have you ever seen a friend take the life of his friend? At this moment



the angel of death returned to God saying: Did You hear what Your friend said? God said: O angel of
death! Go back to him and say: Have you seen a beloved dislike the visit of his beloved? Truly, the

beloved liked to visit His beloved.
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His Desire For Long Life

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that once Sarah said to Abraham: O Ibrahim! You
have grown old. How good it is to ask God to give you a child to be the light of our eyes, for God

Almighty has chosen you as a friend. He will answer your call if He wills.

Abraham too called on God. It was inspired to him: | will give you a son with knowledge. However, | will
make you exposed to tests and tribulations. After three years, Abraham heard the good mews of the
coming of the son. Then Sarah said: O Ibrahim! You are an old man and your death is near. How good it
is if you ask God to put into oblivion your death and to give you long life so that you will be with us and
be the light of our eyes. Abraham called on God and He too did him a favor. Abraham gave Sarah the

good news that his prayer had been answered.

Sarah said: How good it is to ask God not to take your soul till you yourself wish to die. Abraham asked
God the same. God said: Your desire was fulfilled. Abraham told Sarah of this divine blessing. Sarah
said: Offer your thanks to God, and invite the poor to share the food with you. And so did Abraham.

One of the invited poor was a weak and blind old man. The man was being led by a guide, sat beside
the tablecloth. The blind man stretched his arm for food, took a morsel, and brought it near to his mouth
but his hand was shaking with weakness. The guide took his hand reaching for his mouth. Then the
blind man took another morsel but instead of reaching for his mouth, reached for his forehead. Abraham
was watching this scene. He asked the blind man’s guide about it and he said it was all due to old age
and weakness. Abraham said to himself: O Ibrahim you will be like him when you grow old. Following
this event, Abraham invoked God saying: O God! Take my soul as You have destined, for | do not need

long life anymore.
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His Long Prostration

Imam Sadeq was asked: For what reason Prophet Abraham was chosen as God'’s fried. The Imam said:

Because of his long prostration on the earth.
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The First One Who Fought In The Cause Of God

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Musa that the holy Prophet said: The first man who fought
in the cause of Allah was Abraham, for Prophet Lot was taken captive by the Romans but Abraham

defeated them and liberated Lot.
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His Zeal

Imam Sadeq has reported that when Prophet Abraham broke Nemrud’s idols, he was thrown into fire
and. When he was unharmed, Nemrud ordered to have them (lbrahim, Sarah and Lot) expelled from
their land and confiscate their property. Arguing with them, Abraham said: Now that you have seized my
horses and property, you should return to me all my life spent in your town. Then this case was referred
to law court. The judge said: The right is with Ibrahim. So let him go and return to him his horses and

property. Therefore, Abraham and Lot left their land for Damascus and Beitol Mogaddass.
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Based on his zeal, Abraham made a case, placed Sarah therein, locked the door, and left Nemrud’s
territory till he reached a land where a Coptic king by the name of Ararah was ruling. When Abraham
reached the tithe site, the man in charge asked him to open the case so as to charge Ibrahim for its
content. Abraham said: Say whatever you wish of gold and silver as tithe so that we will give you but let
me not open this case. The man in charge of levying tithe did not accept and the infuriated Abraham had
to open it. When Sarah who enjoyed much beauty became manifest, the man said: Who is she?

Abraham said: She is my honor and my cousin.

The man said: | will not let you leave this place unless | will inform the king of you and her. The man
sent an emissary to the king and he knew about it. The king sent an emissary to take the case to him.
Abraham said: | will not leave the case. So they took him with the case to the king who said: Open the
case! Abraham said: | will not open it for, my honor and my cousin is therein and | will sacrifice myself
and whatever | have for it. The king became angry to see Abraham not opening the case. Seeing Sarah,
the king could not help reaching out his hand for her. Turning away his face out of zeal, Abraham said:
O God! Keep his hand off my honor and cousin. So the king’s hand could neither touch her nor be
withdrawn to himself. The king said: Has your God done it to me? Abraham said: Yes, my God is
zealous and dislikes what is unlawful. The king said to him: Call on your God to heal my withered hand
in which case | will not molest her. Abraham said: O God! Heal his hand so that he will not molest my
honor. And God healed his hand.

The king came to Sarah and reached out his hand for her once again. Based on his zeal, Abraham
turned away his face saying: O God! Keep off his hand! His hand withered immediately and did not



touch Sarah. The king said to Abraham: Your God is zealous. You too are zealous. Ask your god to heal
my hand. If He does so, | will not do it again. Abraham said: Are you sure you will not do it again? The
King said: Yes. Then Abraham said: O God! Heal his hand if he is truthful. His hand was healed at
Abraham’s request.
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His Feeding Of People And Midnight Prayer

It has been reported on the authority of the holy Prophet that God chose Abraham as his friend due to

his feeding of people and performing midnight prayer while people were asleep.
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The First Person Who Hoisted Banner

Imam Bager said: The first person who hoisted banner was Prophet Abraham with the inscription, "There

is no god but Allah"
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Abraham’s "Zekr" In Mangonel

When they placed Abraham in mangonel to throw him into fire, he recited the following: There is no god
but You, praise is due to You, the Lord of the worlds, for You is praise, for you is the Kingdom and there

is no partner for You.
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Then they threw him into fire by mangonel.

The Zekr Which Saved Abraham

It has been reported that Abraham was saved only by reciting the "Zekr" "Allah is sufficient for me and
most Excellent is the Protector." By reciting the above ‘Zekr’ God said: " O fire! Be a comfort and peace

to Ibrahim."

[
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His Looking For Guests

Abraham never started the morning or evening without having guests and on most occasions he walked

as much as two miles in order to find someone to be his guest.
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His Prayer For Help From Allah

When Abraham was expelled from Nemrud’s Kingdom and entered another kingdom and the king’s men
took him to the king, he rose up and performed prayer invoking God to keep him and his family from the
evil of the king. In the mean tine, when Sarah was about to be molested by the king, she performed

ablution and prayer and started to supplicate.
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Prostration Of Thanks

When Ismail was born, God gave Abraham the good news of having a son by the name of Isaac (Ishaq)

from Sarah. He immediately fell into prostration of thanks.
o G ot 50 B (ym 3ty 85000 aml i) 1 4 a5 e ] 303 G5,

Unconditional Obedience To God

God ordered Abraham to sacrifice his son. In compliance with God’s order, Abraham made him lie on his

face and then God ransomed him with a great sacrifice.

e iy A SIS (o) 85 4 ae e ) 8300 8005 iy Aol il aali) 40N AT

"0 my son! Surely | have seen in a dream that | should sacrifice you; Consider then what you say.
He said: O my father! Do what you are commanded; if Allah please, you will find me of the patient
ones. So when they both submitted and he threw him down upon his forehead, and We called out
to him saying: O Ibrahim! You have indeed shown the truth of the vision; surely thus do We
reward the doers of good: Most surely this is a manifest trial. And We ransomed him with a great
sacrifice." (37:102- 107)
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Mocking At Artificial Gods

Azar used to make idols which people worshipped and gave them to Abraham to sell them. Abraham

used to take them to people calling out: "Who wishes to buy something which brings him harm and no
good?" Nobody, of course, would buy anything from him. When he became expert in this job, he would
go to a river dipping their heads into water and saying: Drink! to ridicule people and those who were in

error.
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His Migration From The Land Of Infidelity

Abraham used to invite Azar to his religion saying: O father! Why are you worshipping something which
neither hears nor sees and will not meet any one of your needs. His father refused to accept his son’s
call. Then Abraham and whoever was with him from among his followers decided to keep aloof from
their relatives saying: We hate you and whatever you worship. We do not believe in your artificial gods.

There is hatred and enmity between you and us till you worship the One God.

Then Abraham and Lot left that land. Abraham married Sarah, his cousin to perfect his religion and to
attain peace in his creed till he alighted in the Land of Horraan. He halted and stayed there for a time as

God willed then he left it for Egypt where he settled.
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Abraham’s Initiatives

Ibn-Abbas has reported that Abraham was the first person who received guests, the first person who

sopped bread in soup, the first person who wore sandals, the first person who divided booties, the first
person who fought with sword, the first person who circumcised, the first person was worried by seeing
white hair in his face and said: O Lord! What is this? He said: Dignity. He said: O Lord! Enrich me with

dignity, the first person who performed rituals and this is because he said: O Lord! Show us our rituals,



and his prayer was answered and the first person who sacrificed a lamb in the feast, the first person who
was thrown into fire in the cause of Allah and the fire became a comfort to him, the first Prophet for
whom God made a dead alive saying: O Lord! Show me how you make a dead alive? The first person
who cut his mustache short, the first person who clipped his nail, the first person who removed pubes,
the first person who brushed his teeth, the first person who parted his hair, the first person who rinsed
his mouth, the first person who rinsed his nostrils, the first person who washed the site of defecation with
water, the first person who migrated for the pleasure and in the path of God.
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Nomenclature Of Abraham

Sheikh Sadooq has quoted knowledgeable people as saying: Abraham was so called because he
endeavored and did good deeds. It is said that he endeavored for the hereafter and did not care for the

world.
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His Mornings And Evenings

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Abraham said: In the mornings and evenings, |
start the day while my Lord is Praiseworthy; | start the day while | associate no one with Allah, | do not
call any god beside Allah, | do not take any guardian beside Him. For this reason that he is called a

thankful servant.
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8. The Ethos Of Lot

Introduction

Prophet Lot son of Haram, the son of Tarih is Abraham’s nephew. His name has been mentioned in 14
Quranic chapters. He used to live in a village called Sodome in Jordan. His people were destroyed with
a torment as mentioned in hagiology.

He And The Divine Knowledge

"And (as for) Lut, We gave him wisdom and knowledge, " (21:74)
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Calling People To Worship God

“When their brother Lut said to them: Will you not guard (against evil)? Surely | am a faithful
Apostle to you; therefore guard against (the punishment of) Allah and obey me." (26:161- 163)
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Communicating The Message Of God

"And | do not ask you any reward for it; my reward is only with the Lord of the worlds." (26: 164)
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Lot’s Invocation

"My Lord! Deliver me and my followers from what they do. So We delivered him and his followers
all." (26: 169-170)
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Forbidding Evil

And (We sent) Lut when he said to his people: Most surely you are guilty of an indecency which
none of the nations has ever done before you; What! Do you come to the males and commit evil
deeds in your assemblies? But nothing was the answer of his people except that they said: Bring
on us Allah’s punishment, if you are one of the truthful. He said: My Lord! Help me against the

mischievous people." (29:28- 30)
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His Threefold Virtues

Imam Bager has said: Lut was magnanimous and generous and whenever guests arrived, he would

warmly receive them.
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Migration In The Cause Of Religion

Lot left Iraq for Damascus along with his uncle, Abraham. He forsook his homeland and his people to

safeguard his religion.
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9. The Ethos Of Isaac



Introduction

Isaac, the son of Abraham, was born of Sarah 3423 years after the Fall of Adam. Sarah was given the

good news of his birth by God:

"We gave her the good news of Ishaq and after Ishaq of Yaqoob." (11:71)
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Being amazed, Sarah said:

"0 wonder! Shall | bear a son when | am an extremely old woman and this my husband an
extremely old man? Most surely this is a wonderful thing." (11:72)
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She became pregnant after seven days and after the period of pregnancy gave birth to Isaac. She
passed away at the age of 120 about 3463 years after the fall of Adam. She was buried by Abraham in
Makfileh in Hebron. Language wise, Isaac means smiling.

Isaac And Generosity

The holy Prophet said: Truly the generous son of generous son of generous, is Joseph, son of Jacob,
son of Isaac, son of Abraham (Greetings of Allah be upon them all)
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His Supplication For His Infertile Wife

The followers of the book have reported that when Isaac married Rafga, the daughter of Batwayel during
Abraham’s lifetime, he was forty old and his wife was infertile. Isaac prayed for her invoking God to give

her a child. Following this invocation, she gave birth to twin sons.
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His Charity

Isaac’s wealth and men multiplied. He used to dig wells. However, whenever the People of Jarar

disputed over them, he would leave the wells for them and dig new ones.
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10. The Ethos Of Prophet Jacob

Introduction

Prophet Jacob is the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham. His mother is Rafagah, the daughter of Betoeel,
the brother of Abraham. He married his cousin, Laeeya who gave birth to many children. After the death

of Laeeya, he married her sister, Raheel (Racchel). Joseph and Benjamin were of her children.

According to Imam Bager he used to live in Kanan. But he left it for EQypt where he passed away and
his body was returned to Kanan. In a hadith narrated by Imam Sadeq it is mentioned that Jacob was
born with his twin brother Aees and he was called Jacob because he was born after Aees. Jacob is the

same as Israel meaning servant of Allah.

According to Nasekh At-Tawarikh, Jacob passed away 3630 years after the fall of Adam and when
Joseph was burying his father, the body of his brother, Isa who had died on the day Jacob had passed
away was brought from Rome and buried near Jacob.

He Recommends Keeping Secrets

"0 my son! Do not relate your vision to your brothers, lest they devise a plan against you; surely
the Shaitan is an open enemy to man." (12:5)
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His Hospitality

If has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Prophet Jacob had a herald who heralded



every day from Ja’qub’s house up to a distance of six kilometers: “O people! Whoever wants to have
lunch should come to Ja’qub’s house” and when evening came, he heralded: “O people! Whoever wants

to have dinner should come to Ja’qub’s house.”
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Jacob And The Good News

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that an Arab bedouin came to Joseph to buy
provision from him. When he did so, Joseph asked: Where is your house? He said: In such and such
place. Joseph said: When you pass by such and such desert, stop for a while and cry loud: O Yaqub! O
Yaqub! Then a graceful handsome man will come and answer you. Tell him: In Egypt | saw a man. He
sends regards to you and says: Your trust is with God and that he has not been killed.

When the Arab bedouin reached that place, he told his servants to look after his camels and then cried:
O Yaqub! O Yaqub! At this time, a handsome tall strong blind man came out groping against the wall
and approached him. The bedouin said: Are you Yaqub? He said: Yes. Then the bedouin conveyed his
message, telling him what Joseph had said.

Hearing this, Yaqub became unconscious and fell on the ground. After some time he came to and said:
O bedouin! Do you want to pray to God for your needs? He said: Yes, | am wealthy and married to my

cousin but she has not given birth to any child yet. | want you to pray to God to give me a child.

Yaqub performed ablution and a two-Rakat prayer invoking God to give the man a child. Yaqub’s prayer

was answered and the woman gave birth to twins for four or six times.
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His Letter To Save A Prisoner

Jacob wrote a letter to Joseph which read:
From Yaqub son of Ishaq, sacrifice of Allah, son of Ibrahim, the friend of Allah to the king of Egypt,

But next: We are a household constantly prone to tribulation. My grandfather, Ibrahim afflicted with
tribulation. He was thrown into fire. My father, Ishaq was afflicted with being sacrificed. | had a son being
the apple of my eyes, whose sight made me happy. He was devoured by a wolf. | wept over him so
much that my eyes went blind. He had a brother who made me glad after him but you took him for a thief
whereas we are a household never committing theft. nor being known as thieves. Do me a favor by
setting free my son whom you have taken as a thief.
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When the letter reached Joseph, he opened it and by reading the letter, he yelled, went inside and
started weeping. Then Joseph washed his face, came out and read the letter once again. He yelled,
wept and went inside and wept again. Then Joseph washed his face, came out and read the letter once
again. He yelled, wept and went inside and wept again. The he washed his face and returned to his
brothers saying: Do you know how you treated Yusuf and his brother when you were ignorant? Then he
gave them his shirt which was that of Abraham. When the caravan departed from Egypt with the shirt of
Joseph, Jacob said: | perceive Joseph’s scent unless you pronounce me to be weak in judgment. They

said: By Allah, you are most surely in your old error!
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His Assistance

Isaac said to Jacob: God has appointed you as Prophet and your sons as Prophets. He has placed in
you good and blessing. And he ordered him to go to a place in Damascus by the name of Fadan. When



he reached that place, he saw a girl standing at a well intending to water a sheep. On top of the well,
there was a stone which could only be removed by a number of men. Jacob said: Who are you? She
said: | am the daughter of Laban who was Jacob’s uncle. Jacob removed the stone immediately, helped
the girl and watered that sheep. Then, he went to his uncle and sought her hand in marriage Laban
accepted and Jacob married her.
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During His Separation From Joseph

[When Joseph’s brothers asked their father to send Joseph with them and Jacob permitted]

When it was morning, Joseph wore his clothes, fastened his belt tight took his staff in his hand and left
home together with his brethren. Jacob too poured Joseph’s provision in the same bowl in which
Abraham poured Isaac’s provision. When Jacob went to see off his children, they said: O Prophet of
God! Go back. Jacob said: O sons! | advise you to piety (guard against evil) and to my beloved, Joseph.
| beseech you by God to feed Joseph when hungry and water him when thirsty. Keep on safe-guarding
him. Do not abject him. Be merciful and graceful to him. They said: O our father! We are all your sons

and he too is our brother but since you love him he is more beloved than we are.

Jacob said: Yes, my sons! God is my witness over you. While | fear you might harm him. Then he came
to Joseph, embraced him, drew him closely to his chest, kissed him between the eyes saying: | entrust
you to God. Then he went back home.
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1.

His Grief

When Jacob heard the news about Joseph from his sons, he turned his face from them saying: Woe to
me for separation from my dear Yusuf. He wept so much that his eyes went blind and the grief of
separation agonized his heart. Jacob’s sons said to him: By God, you will repeat Yusuf's name so many
times that you will get sick because of separation or you will die. Jacob said to his sons:

'l only complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah, and | know from Allah what you do not know."
(12:86)
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Religion As Seen By Him

It has been reported that Jacob asked the messenger who brought the good news on Joseph’s being
alive: How is Yusuf? The messenger said: He is the king of Egypt and master of that territory. Jacob
said: What am | to do with his kingdom and territory? In what religion did you find him? The man said: In
Islam, then Jacob said: Now the favor has been completed.
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His Fears Of Joseph Losing His Faith

When Jacob and Joseph met, they embraced each other and started weeping. Then Joseph said: O
father! You have wept over me so much that you have gone blind. Don’t you know that we are gathered
on the Day of Judgment when we will meet? Jacob said: Yes, my son! | knew this but | feared you might

lose your faith and we will be separated on the Day of Judgment.
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His Advice To His Sons In The Bed Of Death

Being at the point of death, Jacob called his sons saying: What will you worship after me? They said:
Your God, and the God of your fathers, Ibrahim, Ismail, and Ishaq. Then he said: O my sons! Truly God

has chosen your religion. Die only as a Muslim.
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In The Service Of Baytul-Muqgaddas

He was the first to enter it and the last to leave it. He used to light the candles there in.

.
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11. The Ethos Of Prophet Joseph

Introduction

Prophet Joseph is the son of Prophet Jacob who was born of a mother by the name of Raheel (Rachel)
3556 years after the Fall of Adam. Joseph metaphorically means an increase in blessings. Raheel died
in Bethlehem and Joseph was brought up by his aunt. After the death of his aunt, Joseph came to live
with his father, Jacob who was more kind to him than the rest of his brothers. This was painful for the
brothers. Joseph was at the age of 12 when, one Friday night, saw in his vision that the sun, the moon
and eleven stars had come down to prostrate before him. When he woke up, he told his father about the

dream.

"When Yusuf said to his father: O my father! Surely | saw eleven stars and the son and the moon

— | saw them making obeisance to me." (12:4)
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Jacob said: Do not relate your vision to your brothers. However his brothers came to know about it later

and said: Yusuf and his brother, Benjamin are dearer to our father than we. So they asked their father to



let them take Joseph out. They took him out, beated him and threw him into a well. When Joseph came

to at the bottom of the well, Gabriel came to him saying: Don’t worry, you will reach a high position.

Three days later, a caravan heading for Egypt from Madyan arrived in Jordan and halted near the well.
The water drawer let down his bucket in the well and on the order of Gabriel, Joseph sat in the bucket

and came out of the well, the water-drawer said:

" O good news! This is a youth." (12:19)
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The head of the caravan rejoiced over the incident but Joseph’s brothers came to know about it hence
they hurried to Jordan saying: This is our slave who has escaped. They forced Joseph to admit or he

would be killed. Joseph too admitted.

“And they sold him for a small price." (12: 19)
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The caravan arrived in Egypt and after three days of rest, they took Joseph to market, put him on a stool
in the middle of the market and began calling: Who is going to buy this lovely slave? Finally the king of

Egypt bought him and told his wife, Zoleikha to take care of him.

But one day, he was involved in a difficulty because of Zoleikha’s love for him. She took him to a room
and closed all the doors on him. Joseph escaped from Zoleikha towards the closed doors which opened
to him. At this moment, the king arrived. Zoleikha went foreword saying: What is the punishment for one
who betrays you? A young child in cradle witnessed to Joseph’s innocence saying: Joseph’s shirt is a
proof of his innocence, for it has been torn from behind showing that he had intended to escape from
Zoleikha and that she had tried to catch hold of his shirt.

Women in Egypt started reproaching Zoleikha. So she sent for them, gave each of them a knife and said
to Yusuf to come forth. Seeing Yusuf, the women cut their hands in amazement saying: This is not a
mortal but a noble angel. Zoleikha said: This is he for whose love you reproached me. The women gave

the right to Zoleikha for they themselves had the same desire toward him. Joseph said:

"My Lord! the prison house is dearer to me than that to which they invite me." (12:33)
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"There upon his Lord accepted his prayer." (12:34)

Zoleikha started speaking ill of Joseph and called on the king to put him in jail. And Joseph was

imprisoned for seven years.

One night the king of Egypt had a terrible dream. In the morning, he called all interpreters of dreams

telling them about his dream. The interpreters said:

‘Confused dreams, and we do not know the interpretation of dreams." (12:44)
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Eventually they referred to Joseph in prison to come to the king. Joseph said: | will not leave prison
unless my innocence is proved. Ask the women who cut their hands about the story. When they took the
women to the king, they all withessed to Joseph'’s innocence Zoleikha too confessed to her plan and she
was divorced. Joseph was released from prison and went to the king’s palace.

Joseph interpreted the king’s dream which indicated an imminent famine. He offered a solution and was
so favored that he became ruler of Egypt. Rayyan who embraced Islam through Joseph asked the hand
of Essent the daughter of Fozifarah in marriage for Joseph. Mensi and Efraim are the names of Joseph’s
children. After the passing away of Rayyan, Joseph remembered Zuleikha’s distress hence he married
her and thanks to Joseph’s favor, she became young again. Because of Famine, the children of Jacob
came to Egypt to seek help from Joseph. Joseph recognized them and after a long story which can not
be included in this short space, they took Joseph’s shirt for Jacob who said:

"Most surely | perceive the scent of Yusuf" (12:94)
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To sum up, Judas cast it on Jacob’s face, he regained his sight.

One day, Jacob arrived in Egypt in full ceremonies and was warmly welcomed by Joseph. They
embraced each other and wept till they became unconscious. They about 3666 years after the fall of
Adam, at the age of 120.



His Modesty

One day Zoleikha said to Joseph: Raise your head, open your eyes and have a look at me. Joseph said:
| am afraid of going blind. She said: How beautiful your eyes are! He said: These two are the first things
decaying in my grave. She said: What a good scent you have! He said: You will escape from me if you
smell my scent three days after my death. She said: Why don’t you come near me? He said: | hope to
be near my Lord. She said: My carpet is silk. Then rise up and fulfill my desire. He said: | am afraid that |
lose my share of Paradise. She said: | will have you Jailed and tortured. He said: My Lord will suffice

me.
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Pardoning His Brothers

When Joseph’s brothers said to him: By God! He has chosen you over us, and we are in error, Joseph
said: Don’t be ashamed today, for | forgave you and God too has forgiven you and He is the Most
Merciful.
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His Generosity

The holy Prophet said: Truly the generous son of generous son of generous, is Joseph, son of Jacob,
son of Isaac, son of Abraham (Greetings of Allah be upon them all)
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His Nomenclature

In Tha’alabi’s hagiology, it has been written that a wise man was asked: What is the meaning of Joseph?

He said: Assaf means grief and Assif means servant. They were put together to mean Yusuf.
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His Mottos Written On Prison Walls

When Joseph was being released from prison, he wrote the following on prison wall: Here is the
gravestone of the living ones, the house of grieves, a place for testing the truthful ones and reproach of

the enemies.
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When He Arrived In The King’s Palace

When Joseph arrived in the king’s palace he said: My Lord will suffice me of the world. My Lord will
suffice me of the people. His praise is great and there is no god save Him.
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When Joseph Came To The King Of Egypt

Just before coming to the king of Egypt, Joseph said: O God! | ask You what is good to you from his
good and seek refuge to You from his evil and evil of others.
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He Did Not Eat Fill During His Reign

It has been reported that Joseph did not eat fill during his reign. It was said to him: Will you remain
hungry while the treasure of the earth is in your hand? He said: | am afraid that | forget the hungry ones
if | eat fill.
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Prison Or Sin?

When Zoleikha came to know about what the women said of Joseph and her, she sent for them and
prepared for them cushions to lean against, gave each of them an orange and a knife to peel the orange
with. Zoleikha asked Joseph who was sitting in another place to come forth. So when they saw him, they
deemed him great, they cut their hands in amazement and said: Refuge with Allah! This is not a mortal;

this is but a noble angel.

When that happened, they came to realize that they were in error. Zoleikha said: This is he with respect
to whom you blamed me, and certainly | sought his yielding himself to me, but he abstained, and if he
does not do what I bid him, he shall certainly be imprisoned, and he shall certainly be of those who are
in a state of ignominy. Therefore, Joseph preferred prison to sin saying! My Lord! the prison house is
dearer to me than that to which they invite me.
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His Invocation In Well

When Joseph was thrown into well, it was said to him: Take off your shirt. While weeping, Joseph said:
O my brothers, do you make me bare? One of the brothers drew a knife, attacked him and said: If you
do not take off your shirt, | will kill you. He took off his shirt and the brothers threw him into the well and
went away. Turing to God, Joseph said: O God of Ibrahim, Ishaq, and Yaqub, have pity on my
weakness, for | am helpless and underage.
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Marrying Zoleikha

When the king of Egypt passed away during the years of famine, Zoleikha became poor and needy.
People said to her: You should sit on the way of king of Egypt (Joseph). Zoleikha said: | am ashamed of
him, but people insisted so much that she sat on the way of Joseph. At this time, Joseph came to pass
with all his glory. She rose up and said: Thanks God who made king servants because of sin and made
slaves kings due to their piety. Joseph said to Zoleikha who was then an old woman: Aren’t you who did
such and such to me? Zoleikha said: O Prophet of God! Do not blame me, for | was afflicted with three

things no one was afflicted with:

1- There was no equal to you.
2- There was no equal to me in beauty and wealth in Egypt and
3- My husband was impotent.

Joseph said: Now, tell me what can | do for you? She said: | want you to pray to God to give me back
my youth. Joseph invoked the same. Hence Zoleikha became young. Joseph married her while she was

a virgin.
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In the book, Kamel by Ibn -Atheer, it is written that God gave two sons by the name of Efraim and
Mensha to Joseph and Zoleikha.

We can infer from this story that one of the praiseworthy acts of human beings is to help the needy and



fulfill their desire in the same way that Joseph forgot all the wrong doings of Zoleikha and fulfilled her

desire.

Joseph’s Meal In Prison

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that Joseph was in prison, he had only bread as a
meal. Hence, he complained to God asking for a stew. This request was made while there were pieces
of dried bread with him. God told him to put the bread in a pot, add water and salt to make a pleasant

food. He did so hence water and salt became his stew.
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One Who Is Not Stranger (Lonely)

When Joseph came out of the well and was sold, someone said: | advise you to treat this stranger
kindly. Joseph One who is with God is no stranger (Lonely).
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The Result Of His Patience And Piety

When Joseph became the treasurer of the earth, the wife of the king of Egypt said to him O Yusuf!

Greed and lust make the kings slaves whereas patience and piety make the slaves kings.
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Joseph Feeds The Poor And Is Kind To Orphans

It was said to Prophet Jacob said: In Egypt, there is a man who feeds the poor and is kind to orphans.
He said: He should be a member of our household. When they made an inquiry, they found out that it

was his son Joseph.
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12. The Ethos Of Prophet Job (Ayyub)

Prophet Job was born 3642 years after the fall of Adam. His mother, Zarj is from the descendants of Lot.
He used to live in Jabieh between Ramallah and Damascus. He married Rahmah, daughter of Ifrathim
son of Joseph. Rahmah bore seven sons and three daughters for Job. Prophet Job was famous during
his time for having cattle, sheep, camel and land but he lost all his children and wealth as a test by God.
Furthermore, he was afflicted with skin disease in a way that people expelled him from the city to be
immune from disease. For seven years, no one but Rahmah favored Job and took care of him in the
utmost degree of hardship and indigence. When seven years, seven months, seven day and seven
hours passed since his affliction, revelation to him halted too. Hence Job was no more patient and

started bemoaning:

“And Ayyub, when he cried to his Lord, (saying): Harm has afflicted me, and Thou art the Most
merciful." (21:83)
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At this time Gabriel came and said:

"Urge with your foot; here is a cool washing-place and a drink." (38:42)
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Ayyub urged his foot. Immediately two springs gushed forth: One of warm water and the other cool. He
first bathed in the warm water and his ailment recovered then drank a drop of the cool water and his
inner ailment recovered. He was talking with Gabriel when Rahmah arrived and saw two men instead of
Job. While weeping, she asked them about her ill husband. Job told her of God’s grace and they lived a
good life since then.

"And We gave him his family and the like of them with them." (38:43)



Rahmah bore seven sons and three daughters again and God returned to them their wealth. In the first
year of affliction, Job was 73 years old and his affliction lasted for seven years. He lived another 146

years and passed away at the age of 226. His body was buried in the city of Hooran.

His Moral Virtues In The Holy Quran

"We found him patient; most excellent the servant! Surely he was frequent in returning (to Allah)."”
(38:44)
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His Patience

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn -Abbas that one day Job’s wife said to him: You should ask
God to heal you. Job said: Woe to you. We enjoyed wealth for seventy years, Let us be patient in
hardships too. Soon after this, God healed him.
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The Hardest Affliction

Addressing God, Job says: O God! By Your might, You know that | will endure on my body the hardest
when it comes to obedience and worship.
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His Support For Orphans And The Weak

Job said: By God! He knows that | have never eaten unless there has been an orphan or a weak person

eating with me.
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The Hardest Thing To Job

When Job was healed and rescued from afflictions, he was asked: Out of what happened to you, what

was the hardest? Job said: The enemies’ blame.
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He And God’s Favor

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that God sent golden locusts on Job from the sky
and Job carried them home from outdoors. Gabriel asked: Aren’t you fed up O Ayyub? Job said: Who is
fed up with God’s favor?
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Eight Virtues Of His Moral Features

Job was benefactor, pious, compassionate towards the poor, supportive of the widows and orphans,
hospitable, helper of wayfarers, grateful to God’s blessings and paid what was due to God.
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Moral Invocation By Job

One of invocations recited by Job was the following:

| seek refuge with Allah from a neighbor who hides the good and discloses the bad.
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His Satisfaction With Tribulation

Prophet Job had been left on the pile of garbage of Israelites for seven and odd years. During this time,
he did not ask God to remove tribulation from him.
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13. The Ethos Of Prophet Shuaib

Prophet Shuaib is the son of Cubek son of Dawil son of Marrah son of Anga son of Abraham. His title is
the orator of the Prophets. His mother Mikah is from the descendants of Prophet Lot. Shuaib was born
3616 years after the Fall of Adam and passed away 3836 years after the Fall of Adam at the age of 220.

His Full Measure And Weight

"And, O my people! Give full measure and weight fairly, and defraud not men their things, and do
not act corruptly in the land, making mischief.” (11:85)
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Reward Only With The Lord

"And | do not ask you any reward for it; my reward is only with the Lord of the worlds." (26: 180)
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His Love Of God

The holy Prophet said: Shuayb wept so much out of love of God that he went blind. God restored his
sight. But he continued weeping so much that he went blind again. God restored his sight again until
when he went blind for the fourth time, God said: O Shuayb! How long are you going to weep? If you
fear the fire of hell, | have spared you and if you have a desire for paradise, | have made it permissible
to you. Shuayb said: O my lord and Master! You know that | am not weeping for fear of hell or desire of
paradise, rather | am weeping for Your love tied in my heart. God inspired him: For this reason | will

soon appoint My Interlocutor, Moses as your servant.
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Making Scales And Measure

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Zayn Al-’Aabedeen that the first person who initiated

scales and measure was Prophet Shuayb who made them with his own hands.
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Addressing people, Shuayb says:

“Therefore give full measure and weight.” (7:85)
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14. The Ethos Of Prophet Moses

Introduction

Prophet Moses was son of Imran son of Qahath, son of Levy, son of Jacob son of Isaac, son of
Abraham, the friend of Allah. His mother’s name was Yokabid. Historians have recorded the date of his
birth as 3748 years after the fall of Adam. Moses’s story with Pharoah is very strange which is discussed

here briefly.

Some fortune-tellers prophesied of the birth of a baby who would put an end to Pharoah’s reign. Hence

all the baby boys were being killed by Pharoah’s agents.

"...killing your sons and sparing your women, and in this there was a great trial" (2:49)

This verse refers to the same topic. The night Moses was to be begotten, his father, Imran happened to



be on duty as a guard in Pharoah’s palace. At midnight, Youkabed came to Imran for a business but
soon they had an intercourse and Moses fetus was made. Yet the signs of pregnancy did not appear in
her due to the grace of Allah till Moses was born after six months and two days. Yokabid suckled her

baby for three months but she could not hide him.
So Allah inspired her:

“...then when you fear for him, cast him into the river and do not fear nor grieve; surely we will
bring him back to you and make him one of the apostles.” (28:7)
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Hence Yokabid went to kharbil, the carpenter asking him to make a box for her. The carpenter came to
know what the box was for. So he went to Pharaoh’s palace to inform him of the event but God made
him dumb. Upon returning from Pharoah’s palace, he could speak once again and he knew it was a sign
of God. Therefore he made the box at once and gave it to Yokabid. She smeared the box with tar, put
the baby in it, fastened it tightly and threw it into Nile River. Pharoah’s daughter, called Anissa who
happened to stroll on the Nile bank took the box. Opening it, she saw a three-month-old baby. Knowing
that he had been thrown into Nile River for tear of Pharoah, she called him Musa meaning, taken out of
water. So she took him to Asya whose heart was filled with the baby’s love then they took the baby to
Pharoah and told him the story. Pharoah decided to kill the baby but was dis38ed from doing so due to

Asya’s intercession.

«And Firon’s wife said: A refreshment of the eye to me and to you; do not slay him; maybe he will
be useful to us, or we may make him for a son; and they did not perceive.» (28:9)
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This verse refers to the same subject.
Moses’ mother was eventually brought to Pharaoh’s palace as a nurse of the baby.

“so we gave him back to his mother that her eye might be refreshed, and that she might not
grieve.” (28:10)
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Moses was in Pharaoh’s palace for forty years till one day Moses killed a man unintentionally and for
fear of being punished, left Egypt for Madyan. He was taking a rest under the shade of a tree when he



saw Prophet Shuayb’s daughters whom he helped to water their sheep from a nearby well. He was then
taken to the house of Shuayb who was to give one of his daughters to him in marriage against ten years
of working for him. Shuayb had seventy rods belonging to the preceding Prophets and gave one to
Moses with his choice. Moses became a shepherd of Shuayb for ten years and married Safuara
(Zipporah). Moses left Madyan for Egypt with his wife and children at the age of 79 and reached the

sacred valley, Tuwa. There was a rainstorm and Moses saw a fire.
He left his wife and children behind and went for the fire hearing the call:

“Surely | am Lord, therefore put off your shoes.” (20: 12)
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And he was appointed as a messenger. He cast down his rod and it turned into a big snake which began
running. Moses was frightened and stepped back. There was a call:

“Take hold of it and fear not” (20:21)

Moses took hold of the snake and it turned into rod. Then there was another call:

“And press your hand to your side, it shall come out white” (20:22)
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Then god inspired:

“go to Firon, surely he has exceeded all limits." (20:24).
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Moses along with his brother, Haroun went to Pharoah who recognized him saying: Are you not the
same person who were with us for years killed a man and escaped for Egypt? Moses said: Yes, | am the
same man, but now | am God’s messenger and sent to invite you to worship Allah. Pharoah told the

courtiers that the man was mad

"So he cast down his rod, and lo! It was an obvious serpent.” (26:32).
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Those who were present ran away and Pharoah fell from his throne. Then Moses pressed his hand to
his side and his hand flashed with light. Pharoah attributed magic to Moses saying: We can do magic
too. Then he gathered 72 magicians and invited people to come to Nile bank to watch their magic works.
The magicians cast down their ropes shaped as snakes. People were made to believe that they were

snakes. But at this time, Moses was inspired:

"Fear not surely you shall be the uppermost” (20:68)

Moses cast down the rod. It turned into a serpent which devoured the magicians’ snakes.
"And the magicians were thrown down prostrate; they said: We believe in the lord of the worlds."
(26: 46-47)
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Threatening the magicians, Pharoah said:

"Certainly 1 will cut off your hands and your feet on opposite sides, and certainly I will crucify you
all." (26:49)
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Then the beautician of Pharoah’s family and his wife, Asya believed in the Lord but they were killed at
once. Moses had the mission to take the children of Israel form Egypt to Kan’an but Pharoah opposed it.
To punish him, Moses struck the Nile with his rod and the water of it turned into blood. Pharaoh agreed
to the exodus of Bani-Israel provided that the water of Nile would turn to its normal state. Moses
accepted and struck Nile River with his rod making blood turn into water but Pharoah broke his promise.
Moses once again struck Nile River with his rod making it to be filled with frogs in way people were
horrified. Pharoah agreed to the exodus of Bani-Israel provided that the disaster was removed. Yet he

kept breaking his promise when the disaster was removed.

This time, Moses struck the ground with his rod making people to be affected by lice. After seven days,
this disaster too was removed. But he was denied exodus. Moses prayed to God to affect them with

gnats which filled the whole city. After seven days. Pharoah sent a message saying: | will allow you to



make sacrifice for your Lord. But Moses did not accept. Pharoah allowed them to go out but not too far,
provided that the disaster of gnats would be removed. But when gnats disappeared with Moses’ prayer,

Pharoah denied Bani-Israel the exodus.

At this time, all cattle, sheep and camels belonging to Coptic in desert died all of a sudden. Pharoah was

as obstinate as ever before.

At this time, Moses and Haroon (Aaron) brought some ashes before Pharoah and threw it into the air
making people affected with a bad smallpox. Yet Pharoah kept on denying them exodus. Moses struck
the ground with his rod making a dark cloud appear followed by rainstorm. Pharoah agreed to Bani-
Israel’s exodus but as soon as the disaster was removed, he was the same as before.

This time Moses struck the ground with his rod making locusts to eat all plants which was a horror to

people. Pharoah asked Moses to remove the disaster. Moses did so but Pharoah did not change.

This time, with Moses’s prayer, dark overwhelmed everywhere in a way that people could not see one
another for three days. Pharoah was forced to allow exodus. After finding Joseph’s ark in the Nile River,
Moses made their way out of Egypt with the children of Israel by night.

"So go forth with my servants by night; surely you will be pursued." (44:23)
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At this time, Pharoah decided to chase and punish them. He moved with thousands of soldiers till he
reached the shore of the sea where Bani-Israel had set up their tents. Seeing the army of Pharoah, the

children of Israel became anxious. But Moses said:

"Surely my Lord is with me: he will show me a way out. Then we revealed to Musa: Strike the sea
with your staff. So it had cloven asunder." (26:62-63)

s . zs0

S.J_no,n 93,131& 358 U< 5KE GIEE m S5 Plasy FYRERVEY ;,T o sa Jl a5k O 5 oA ol

Moses came to the edge of the sea, struck the sea with his rod making twelve gates for Bani-Israel to
pass through. Being astonished by the event, Pharoah and his army followed Bani-Israel into the sea.
When the last of Moses’s followers came out of the sea and the last of Pharoah’s soldiers entered the

sea, the signs of torment appeared to Pharoah who said:

‘I believe that there is no god but He in Whom the children of Israel believe." (10:90)
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At this time, Gabriel threw a handful of dust at his mouth saying:

"What! Now? And indeed you disobeyed before and you were of the mischief-makers." (10:91)
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So there came upon them of the sea that which came upon them." (20:78)

The sea water came back to its former state drowning Pharaoh with his army.

"And We saved Musa and those with him, all of them." (26:65)
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In addition to what was narrated here, there stories a bout Moses and Qarun which are found in the
History of Prophets. Moses passed a way 3868 years after the fall of Adam at the age of 120 and his

body was buried in the valley of Mavab near Beit-Faqgfoor.

Moses’ Devotion

"And mention Musa in the Book; surely he was one purified, and he was an apostle, a Prophet.”
(19:51)
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Moses’ Advice

‘Musa said to his people: Ask help from Allah and be patient; surely the land is Allah’s; He
causes such of His servants to inherit it as He pleases, and the end is for those who guard
(against evil)." (7: 128)
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Advice On Reliance

"And Musa said: O my people! If you believe in Allah, then rely on Him (alone) if you submit (to
Allah)." (10:84)
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Seeking Help God

"He said: O my Lord! Expand my breast for me, And make my affair easy to me, and loose knot
from my tongue, that they may understand my word." (20:25- 28)
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Asking For Deliverance

"And a man came running from the remotest part of the city. He said: O Musa! Surely the chiefs
are consulting together to slay you, therefore depart (at once); surely | am of those who wish well
to you. So he went forth therefrom, fearing, awaiting, (and) he said: My Lord! Deliver me from the
unjust people." (28:20- 21)
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Need For God

When Moses helped Shuayb’s daughters with watering the herd near the well in Madyan, he went back

to the shade and said:

"Surely I stand in need of whatever good Thou mayest send down to me." (28:24)

Keeping Away From Lustful Look

When Shuayb’s daughters told him about Moses’ help with watering the herd, he told one of them to go



back and invite Moses to reward him. She came back to him saying: My father invites you to reward you

for having watered our flocks.

Moses stood up and she walked in front of him. Wind blew and caused her robe to stick to her rump. So
Moses said: Walk behind me and lead me the way. If | take the wrong way, throw a pebble before me so
that | may take another route, for we are of the people who do not look at women’s rump. When Moses
entered Shuayb’s house, one of the daughter said: Reward this strong and trustworthy man. Shuayb
said: | know about his being strong since he drew the bucket out of well all by himself, but what is his

being trustworthy for? His daughter told him about what had happened on the way.
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Modesty And Humility Before God

Moses used to go to a place where no one could see him whenever he wanted to wash himself.
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Moses used to rub his cheeks on the earth immediately after performing his prayer.

;/,, ;///

Deeds For God

When Moses entered Shuayb’s house, he was preparing the supper. So he invited him to have supper
with them. Moses said: | seek refuge with Allah. Shuayb asked him: Aren’t you hungry? Moses said:
Yes, | am, but | am afraid you regard this supper as my compensation for having watered for them, and |
am from a family that does not sell any deed for the hereafter even if the price was the fill of the earth
with gold. Shuayb said to him: No, by Allah, O young man! This is only my custom and the custom of my

forefathers. We always shelter and feed our guests. Only then Moses sat and ate with him.
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Moses And The He-Goat

It has been reported that when Moses was still the shepherd of Shuayb, a he-goat fled from the flock to
the top of the mountain. Moses chased him all day long and when he came up to him, he kissed his
face, removed dust from his head and apologizingly said: O hapless one, | made you suffer for coming
after you but | did not mean to take and sell you, rather | feared wolves might tear you apart. He then put
the goat on his shoulders and brought him back to the flock. When Moses’ good temper became perfect,
he was inspired: “O Moses, now you deserve to be a messenger. Go to Pharaoh and speak softly to him

perhaps he will remember and fear Allah.”
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Thanking God During His Childhood

During his Childhood, when he was with Pharaoh, Moses sneezed and said: Praise is due to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds. Pharaoh was infuriated and slapped him on the face and said: What is this that you

are saying?
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Sympathy And Prayer For Asieh

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn —Abbas that once Pharaoh was tormenting his wife, Asieh to
force her to convert to his religion when Moses passed by her. Asieh complained to Moses with a sign of
her finger. Moses invoked God to ease the torment. After this invocation, Asieh felt no pain any longer

but she remained under Pharaoh’s torment till she passed away.
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Seeking God’s Pleasure

It has been reported that once Moses said: O Lord! Guide me to an affair in which there is Your
pleasure. God inspired: O son of Imran! My pleasure is a difficult task for you and you can not endure it.
Moses fell into prostration, started weeping and said; O Lord! You have spoken to me whereas You had
not spoken to any human being before. Why then don’t You guide me to an act to win Your pleasure?
God inspired: My pleasure lies in that you are pleased with what | have destined for you.
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His Humility

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that God inspired Moses: O Musa! Do you know
why among all my creatures, | have chosen you as interlocutor (one to whom God speaks)? Moses said:
No, O my Lord! God again inspired: | did not find on the earth any one more humble than you. So,
Moses prostrated, rubbed his cheeks on the earth as a sign of humility to his Lord, the Most Honored,
the Most Exalted.
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No Way To Escape From Death

Ibon-Ammareh quoting his fathers said: | asked Imam Sadeq how Moses had passed away. The Imam
said: When his term came to an end and his life was to terminate and his sustenance had been cut off,
the angel of death came to him and said: Peace be upon you O one to whom God spoke! Moses said:
Peace be upon you too, who are you? He said: | am the angel of death. Moses asked him: What brought
you here? The angel said: | have come to take you soul away. Moses asked him: Which part are you

going to take away first?

Angel said: Your mouth. Moses said: How so since | spoke to my Lord from it. The angel said: Then
your hand. Moses said: How so since with them did | carry Torah? The angel said: Then your feet.



Moses said: How so since they trod Mount Sinai? The angel said: Then your eyes. Moses said: How so
since they have always been looking to my Lord with hope? The angel said: Then you ears. Moses said:

How so since through them did | hear the words of my Lord?
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It was then that God inspired to the angel of death saying: Do not take away his soul till he is the one
who asks you to do so. Therefore, the angel of death left him. Moses remained in this world for the time
God had destined. He then called upon Joshua son of Nun, the executor of his last will, and asked him
to keep the news of his death to himself. He also told him who he should choose as the executor of his

last will after him.
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Then Moses disappeared from his people. He happened to pass by a man digging a grave. Moses
asked him: shall | help you dig this grave. The man responded positively. Moses helped him dig it. Then
Moses lied down in it to see how it felt to be inside a grave. It was then that the veil was removed from
his eyes, and he saw his place in paradise. Moses said: O Lord! Do take my soul to Yourself! the angel
of death took his soul right there and then buried him in that grave and turned the soil on him. The man
whom Moses had helped dig the grave was angel of death himself who had assumed a human form.

Upon his death, a voice from heavens was heard saying: Moses has died, who does not?!
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God’s Command Above Mother's Request

When Moses was leaving Madyan for Egypt along with his wife and children, he visited his mother’s
house as a guest but his mother did not recognize him. On that night, they were having pottage, Moses
was sitting in a corner of the house when his brother Aaron arrived. He asked his mother: Who is this
man? The mother said: A guest. Then they ate together and while talking, Aaron asked the guest: Who
are you? He said: | am Musa. Both stood up and embraced each other. When they showed courtesy,
Moses said: O Harun! Let us go to Firawn (Pharaoh), for God has given us the mission. Aaron said: | will
come with you. When their mother heard about it, she cried saying: For god sake, do not go to him, for

he will kill you. Moses and Aaron did not take heed of her and set out to do what God had commanded.
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Warm Welcome Given To Shuayb

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza that Shuayb (Moses’ father-in-law) used to visit
Moses once a year. During the meals, Moses used to cut the bread into pieces for Shuayb.
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The late Sayyed Nematollah Jazayeri while narrating it said: This proves that the host must serve the

guest.

Asking For An Advice From Khidr

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Moses decided to depart from Khidr, he

asked him to give him pieces of advice. A few words of advice by Khidr were:

Stop being obstinate;
Do not go after anything unless you need to,
Do not laugh without reason;

Have your errors in mind and beware of people’s errors.
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Thanking God For Drowning Pharaoh

When God drowned Pharaoh and his army, Moses and Israelites (Bani-Israel) praised God.
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Moses Broken Heart

God inspired Moses by asking: Do you know why | have made you supplicate and appointed you as a
messenger towards people? He said: No, O my Lord! God said: It is because | have tried my servants
but found no heart as humble as yours. For this reason, | loved to give a sublime position for | am to be

found in the broken hearts.
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Seeking Advice From Khidr

Moses said to Khidr: | would like you to give me an advice whereby God will benefit me. Khidr said: A
speaker is less bored that a listener. Hence, when you are speaking take care not to be boring. Know
that you heart is as a Container. Therefore, take note of how you fill this container. Also detach from the
world and leave it behind, for the world is not your abode nor a permanent resting-place for you, but a
place for promoting the servants to sublime positions and attaining a provision for the Day of Judgment.
Deny yourself’ to be rescued from sin.

O Moses! Prepare yourself for knowledge if you wish, for knowledge belongs to one who has prepared
himself for it. Neither speak too much nor be an idle talker, for speaking too much does not befit the
scholars making them appear ugly and silly. But observe moderation, for it is both a success and
rightfulness. Keep away from ignorant ones and be patient towards them, for this is what the wise men
do and an ornament for them. Keep silent when an ignorant person swears at you, be patient and pass

by him cleverly. Add to your patience and cleverness if he keeps on swearing at you.
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Son of Imran! You do not know that you have been given but a little knowledge. To quarrel with
someone and to commit cruelty is a source of hardship and trouble. O son of Imran! Never open a door

you cannot close and never close a door you cannot open.

Son of Imran! How can one — whose greed of the world never comes to an end and whose love of
world does not expire, who is mean and is not content with God’s — be pious? How can one — whose
carnal desires control him — check his lusts? How can one who is overwhelmed by ignorance benefit

from knowledge? How can one endeavor for the hereafter while he loves the world?

Mosa! Practice what you have learnt. Never learn in order to relate, for it will bring ruin for you and light
for others. O Musa, the son of Imran! Make piety your garment and knowledge and God’s remembrance
your discourse. Do good deeds as much as possible, for you are exposed to evil things. Let your heart
beat with the fear of God, for it will please your Lord. Perform good deeds so that you will not do evil
acts. This is my advice if you wish to act on it. Then Khidr turned his back and left and Moses became
sad and started weeping.
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15. The Ethos Of Prophet Khidr

Introduction

Imam Sadeq introduces Prophet Khidr as such: He was a divine messenger who invited people to God’s
unity, Prophethood of messengers and heavenly books. One of his signs was that on whatever dry wood
or hard earth he sat, it would make it vegetate and looked green hence his name Khidr. His name was
Talia son of Malkan son of Aber son of Arfkhshath son of Sam son of Noah. He was born 3458 years
after the Fall of Adam.

His Knowledge

"We had granted him mercy from us and whom We had taught knowledge from Ourselves."
(18:65)
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His Advice To Moses

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Moses decided to part with khidr, he said
to him: Advise me. One of the pieces of advice khidr gave Moses was: Keep away from obstinacy: do
not go after anything unless you need to; do not laugh without reason; have your errors in mind and

beware of people’s errors.
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Prophet Moses said to khidr: Now that | am being deprived from your company, give me an advice.
Khidr said: keep company of what does not harm you in the same way that keeping company of others



will not benefit you.

o GEE Y LS et 2 ¥ G 2T 06 am3lE Ol 255 6 2l el sl 6
;k;ﬁao);/é..

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Zayn Al-A’abideen that Khidr’s last advice to Moses was:

Never blame anyone for his sin, for the most favorable acts before God are:
1- Moderation in giving away
2- Forgiveness in power

3- leniency towards the servants of God, for whoever is lenient towards people, God too will be lenient

towards him in the Day of Judgment.

4- Fear of God is the secret of all wisdom.
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Khidr's Humility

Khidr has been quoted as saying: Whenever | said to myself that | now know all Allah’s friends, the

same day | saw a friend of Allah whom I did not know.
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His Condolence To The Household Of The Prophet Of Islam

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza that when the soul of the holy Prophet was taken
away, khidr came and stopped at the door of the house where only Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn were
and a garment was on the holy Prophet. He said: Peace be to you, Ahlol-Beyt! Everyone will taste of
death and you will be rewarded on the Day of Judgment. There is a successor for everyone who dies,
mourning for every calamity and consolation for everyone who dies. Therefore, rely on God, put trust in
Him, ask forgiveness for me and you. Imam Ali said: This is my brother, khidr who has come to express

his condolences to you on the passing away of the Messenger of Allah.
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His Participation In Hajj Rituals And The Believers Prayers

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza that khidr had drunk from the water of life. Hence, he
comes to us and greets us till the blowing of the trumpet and we hear him but do not see him. Khidr is
present, greet him. He is also present during the Hajj rituals and performs them. He stops in Arafah and
says Amen to the believers prayers. He associates with Imam Mahdi during his occultation and keeps

his company.
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His Wise Words With Imam Baqer

One day when Imam Bager was walking in the city of Medina, he leant against a wall for a moment to
ponder. At this time, a man came asking: O Aba Ja’afar! What are you grieving at? If your grief is about
the world, God provides our daily bread and all people whether good or bad have a share. If your grief is

about the hereafter, then it is a true promise whereby there is a powerful king.

Imam Bager said: My grief is about neither of them, rather it is about man who said: Have you ever seen
a man fearing God who has not helped him? Have you ever seen a man putting his trust in God and He
not been sufficient for him? Have you seen a man who has taken refuge with God but He has not given

him refuge?

Imam Bager said: No. Then that man turned away and went his way. People said to Imam Baqger: Who
was that man? The Imam said: It was khidr. The late Sadooq says: This hadith is authentic but another

report says it is about Imam Zayn Al-A’abideen.
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One Of His Desires

Anas Ibn -Malek has been quoted as saying: One day when | was leaving home with the holy Prophet
we heard a voice from the rift of a mountain. The holy Prophet said: Go and see where does this voice
come from? Going there, | found a man praying and saying: O God! Put me among the nation of
Muhammad who receive mercy and forgiveness and whose prayers are answered and their repentance
is accepted. Hearing this, | went back to the holy Prophet and told him what | had seen. The holy
Prophet said: Go and tell him the messenger of God greets you but say who you are. | went to him and
conveyed to him what the holy Prophet had said. He said: send my regards to the messenger of God
and tell him: | am Khidr, your brother. Pray to God so that God will put me among your nation who are

recipients of mercy and forgiveness and whose prayers and repentance are accepted.
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Reading Moses Mind

Ibn-Abbas reports: When khidr damaged the boat, Moses sat in a corner saying to himself: What am | to
do with the company of this man? | used to be among Bani-Israel; | used to read the book of God

morning and evening, giving orders to them and they used to obey my order.

At this time, Khidr said: O Musa! Do you like me to tell you what you are thinking about? Moses said:

Yes. Khidr said: you were saying such and such to yourself. Moses said: You are right.
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Taking The Opportunity

It has been reported that Zul-Qarnain was one of the worthy servants of God but he was not a
messenger. God has favored him with a lot of blessings and had set a spring of life for him saying:
Whoever drinks from it, he will not die till the blowing of the trumpet. Zul-Qarnain set out in search of it
till he reached a place where there was 360 springs. Khidr was accompanying him for, he was the most
beloved person to Zul-Qarnain. Then Zul-Qarnain gave each one of the travelers a salted fish. He gave

one to khidr too saying: Go to the springs and wash the salted fish.

They did so and when khidr went to the spring to wash the salted fish, suddenly the fish fell into water
and became alive. Seeing this, khidr found out that he had reached the water of life he immediately took
off his clothes and dived into water. He was all over in water and drank from it.

Then each of them came back to Zul-Qarnain with a fish in hand except khidr whose hands was empty.
Being asked about the story, khidr told him what had happened. Zul-Qarnain said: Did you drink from
that water? Khidr said: Yes. Zul-Qarnain said: You are created for this spring. | give you the good tiding

that you will be alive but not seen till the blowing of the trumpet.

STy sao¥1 8 d I GRAS G g 0 sslie Lo BB 055 5o A ABS BIGs i S a1 )
oo S 2 0d I PRI IR A AR [ I A TR MU P T I T o T
CJ—“*“-'LS“‘APA”&"-“‘!J‘A‘:“%H“-U-‘“L@%Uﬂwdﬁfdéw'u&dwﬁ‘mfg‘“}ﬁuﬁ
CaT b (IS5 dhale Lo )il e Yasll K6 lie () giny DLab b e ] 4l G Ll 8

s 8

MPV&@JAJJS il sl Ol e Gsh qyalal fn anly UK iy Ll G SUele ) il

sl 8 DLl 2 a sl 8 o ghlt Guid G (o gialt Ul by i J1 A0t il st Golki1 1GATEG

f0 P
R

e D5y s ey a2 oGl 3 B iy oo38 5LAT oLay 2L 36 & (e Q15 Slnsll T, G

T L A I I L e S R L Y VEE LT MRS T NS P oze 28 . 080 A o
s /é/ £ 9.

sin 3ol Jok Sl il sagd SBIR (alt il (ialn Gl 106 2 JE Seladl G by a1l
ashall g i 1 Lal e 8 g L,



His Justification Of Human Knowledge

Moses and Khidr were traveling till they reached the junction of two sea-like rivers. God sent a sparrow
which took some water with its beak. Khidr said to Moses: How much water do you think this sparrow
can drink from the river? Moses said: Very little. Khidr said: O Musa! My knowledge and yours before

God is virtually the amount of water this sparrow drinks.
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16. The Ethos Of Prophet llyas (Elijah)

Introduction

Nasekh At-Tawareekh has recorded the birth of Elijah as 4506 after the fall of Adam. According to lbn -
Katheer and his Qessas Al-Anbeeya (the stories of the Prophets) Elijah was the son of Azer son of Eizar
son of Aaaron son of Imran. In Dehkhoda Lexicon, Elijah is said to be brother of khidr who has also
drunk from the water of life hence he is still living and in the same way that serving on the earth has

been assigned to khidr, serving in the seas has been assigned to Elijah.

It is also said: That he travels in deserts guiding those who get lost. Khidr and Elijah are said to meet in
Qoba Mosque on Edil-Azha (the Feast of Sacrifice) every year. According to Qessas Al-Anbeeya (the
stories of the Prophets) by Ibn —-Katheer, khidr and Elijah meet each other in Baytul-Mugaddas during
the month of Ramadan every year; they perform Hajj rituals, drink from Zamzam water and meet in
Arafat. The same book writes that Elijah was the messenger of Ba’albak in east Damascus; people
denied him, intended to kill him but he escaped from them taking refuge in a cave.

Calling People To Monotheism

"And Illyas was most surely of the apostles. When he said to his people: Do you not guard
(against evil)? What! Do you call upon Bal and forsake the best of the creators, Allah, Your Lord
and the Lord of your fathers of yore?" (37: 123-126)
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At A Host’'s Table

Ibn-Abbas has reported that there was a famine among the children of Israel lasting for three successive
years. One day Elijah passed by and old woman saying: Do you have any food? She said: Yes, | have a
little flour and oil. She went and brought them. Elijah drawing his hands on them prayed and asked for
their blessing. God blessed them so much that her bag was filled with flour and her Jar filled with oil.
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Praying For An Ailing Person

Elijah went to the house of a woman from the children of Israel who had a son by the name of Jesse son
of Akhtoob always being sick. That woman gave refuge to Elijah who in turn prayed for that ailing person
and he was healed. Hence, he believed in Elijah and became his follower and companion in a way that

wherever Elijah went, he would follow him.
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His Invocation

The holy Prophet said to Zeid Ibn —~Argam: Whenever you wish to be safeguarded from drowning, fire
and other evils, recite the following: In the name of Allah, what Allah pleases, no one but Allah can
remove evil. In the name of Allah, what Allah pleases, no one but Allah can bring us good. In the name
of Allah, what Allah pleases, there is no blessing but from Allah. In the name of Allah, what Allah
pleases, there is no help or power save with Allah. The Most High, the Great. In the name of Allah, what
Allah pleases, the Blessing of Allah be upon Muhammad and his pure Progeny. And whoever recites it
three times in the morning will be safeguarded from drowning, fire and evils till night and whoever recites
it in the evening will be safeguarded till morning. Khidr and Elijah meet each other in Hajj rituals every

year and recite this Doa when they part.
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His Meal

The holy Prophet said: Eat celery, for it was the food of Elijah, Jesse and Joshua son of Nun.
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17. The Ethos Of Prophet Ismael, Truthful In

Promise

Introduction

The late Allameh Tabatabaee commenting on the story of Ismael, truthful in promise narrates a hadith
from llal as-sharai in which Imam Sadeq has been quoted saying: Ismael of True promise is not the son
of Abraham but he is a messenger whom God appointed to his nation but people skinned his face and
head. At this time an angel descended on God’s order saying: God has sent me to you. Your ordinance
will be obeyed. He said: This is one example of how people treat the Prophets. The late Tibrisi in Mujma
al-Bayan, commenting on verse 54 of the Quranic chapter — Mary — "And mention Ismael in the Book;
surely he was truthful in (his) promise, and he was an apostle, a Prophet" writes: Ismael the son of
Abraham died before his father and Ismael, the Truthful in promise is the son of Prophet Ezekiel. When
people skinned his head and face, God gave him the option to torment of forgive people but he

entrusted it to God.

The late Tibrisi quotes Imam Sadeq as saying: An angel was sent to him by his Lord greeting him and
saying: | have seen how they have treated you. God has ordered me to do whatever you want. Ismael

said: | want to be an example of Imam Husayn.
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Truthful In Promise

"And mention Ismael in the Book; surely he was truthful in (his) promise, and he was an apostle,

a Prophet." (19:54)
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Enjoining The Prayer And Alms

"And he enjoined on his family prayer and almsgiving, and was one in whom his Lord was

pleased." (19:55)
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Nomenclature Of Truthful In Promise

A person by the name Ja’afari quotes Imam Reza as saying: Do you know why Ismael is called Truthful
in promise? | said: | do not know. The Imam said: He had an appointment with someone and kept on
waiting for him for a year. Evidently, this does not mean that he was idle during that year, rather he was

engaged in everyday life while he was on the lookout.
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18. The Ethos Of Lugman

Lugman, the wise is the son of Angi son of Mazid son of Saroon. He was from the Nubia, Egypt and his
nickname was Abolanm. He is said to have thick lips and strode. Some historians believe he was the

nephew or cousin of Prophet Job. Lugman was born 4373 years after the Fall of Adam. He has maxims

one which is:

"0 my son! Do not associate aught with Allah; most surely polytheism is a grievous iniquity."

(31:13)
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Narratives are also decorated with his aphorism. Lugman was living at the time of Prophet David. During
the last years of this life, he withdrew from people, passed away at the time of Prophet Jonah and was
buried in Eileh, Palestine. There is discrepancy over his life-span. Some say that he lived as long as
3500 years.

His Wisdom In The Holy Quran

"And certainly We gave wisdom to Lugman, saying: Be grateful to Allah. And whoever is grateful,
he is only grateful for his own soul; and whoever is ungrateful, then surely Allah is Self-
sufficient, Praised." (31:12)
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"And do not turn your face away from people in contempt, nor go about in the land exulting
overmuch; surely Allah does not love any self-conceited boaster." (31:18)
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"And pursue the right course in your going about and lower your voice; surely the most hateful of
voices is braying of the asses." (31:19)
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His Morals As Narrated By Imam Sadeq

Imam Sadeq was asked once by Hammad about Lugman and his wisdom mentioned by Allah in the holy
Quran. The Imam said: By Allah! Lugman was not granted wisdom on account of his descent, wealth,
offspring, physical prowess, or beauty. Rather, he was a man whose belief in Allah was very strong. He
was pious, quiet, silent most of the time, far-sighted, meditative, sharp in insight, wealthy with morals.
He never slept during the day, nor did anyone ever see him using the toilet or even bathing due to his
being extremely bashful, to his deep thinking and reservations. He never laughed at anything at all for

fear of sinning, nor was he ever seen angry.

He never joked with any one. He never expressed his delight at something of this life’s wares when he

earned, nor did he ever grieve about anything. He married a number of women and had a number of



children but many of his children died before coming of age, yet he never wept over the death of any of
them. He hardly passed by two men contending of fighting without reconciling between them, and he

never left them before resolving their dispute or coming to peaceful terms.

Whenever he heard someone saying something which he appreciated, he asked for its explanation and
whom he had learnt it from. He quite often attended the meetings of religious experts and men of
wisdom. He often visited Judges, Kings, and Sultans, so he would pity the Judges because of their trials
and seek Allah’s mercy for Kings and Sultans due to their merits before Allah and their dignity in it. He
derived wisdom and taught himself that which would help him overcome his own inclinations and
struggle against his own desires and seek refuge through it from Satan. He used to heal his heart with
meditation and console himself with moral lessons. He never traveled to a place except for a cause that

concerned him. This is why he was granted wisdom and protection against sinning.
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His Praiseworthy Traits

A man passed by Lugman and saw how people were surrounding him. He asked him: Aren’t you the
black slave who used to tend the sheep in such and such place? Lugman said: Yes. The man asked
again: What caused you to be in this position? Lugman said: Speaking the truth, giving the trust back to

its rightful owners and staying away from what does not concern me.

His Seclusion And Silence

Lugman used to sit alone. Once his master passed by him and said: O Lugman! Why do you sit alone so
much? You would better associate with people. Lugman said: Sitting alone is better for meditation which

is the path to paradise.
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A wisdom of Lugman was that he was a company of Prophet David for months. Once David was making
coats of mail but Lugman was too shy to ask what it was good for. When it was finished, David put it on
saying: What a good shirt for warrior! Lugman then said: Silence is wisdom but few are those who
uphold it.
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His Threefold Traits

Ibn—-Omar has quoted the holy Prophet of Islam as saying: | truly say that Lugman was not a Prophet but
he was a servant who meditated a great deal, enjoyed certainty, loved God and God too loved him and
favored him by giving him wisdom.
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The Criterion Of His Wisdom

Lugman was asked: Are you not the slave of such and such master? He said: Yes. He was asked again:
Then what caused you to be in this status? Lugman said: Speaking the truth, giving the trust back to its
rightful owners, staying away from anything which does not concern me, forbearing, keeping my tongue
and abstaining from eating what is unlawful. Therefore, whoever lacks these qualities is below me and

whoever has greater extent of these qualities is above me and whoever acts them is like me.
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When Grief Struck Him

Ozaee has reported that when Lugman left his hometown and settled in Moussel, whenever his patience
was out, his griefs were high and had none to tell them, he would take his son home, close the doors
and say: O son! the life of this world is like a deep sea in which many people have indeed drowned. Let



your boat be the fear of Allah, your ration the belief in Allah, its mast.
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19. The Ethos Of Prophet David (Dawud)

Introduction

Prophet David is the son of Esha son of Awfayth son of Yuaz son of Solomon son of Yakhsun son of
Amenothab son of Hasrun son of Baris son of Jahuda son of Jacob son of Issac son of Abraham who

was born 4333 years after the Fall of Adam.

David was a Prophet of Allah and his name is Hebrew means the loving one. He was brought up in the
house of his father Eisha. He took several sheep of his father and started taking care of them to earn his
livelihood, He became a king 4363 years after the Fall of Adam in Hebron and then went to Baytul

Mugaddas where his kingdom was strengthened.

"And We strengthened his kingdom and We gave him wisdom and a clear judgment” (38:20)
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The reliance upon Allah, its helm the patience and its sides the prayer, fast and alms. O my son!
Whoever goes to sea without boat, he will drown. O my son! Do not speak much. Remember God in
every place for he has admonished you, has bewared you, has given you insight and has taught you. O
my son take lesson from people before they take lesson from you. O my son! Take lessons from minor
tribulations before big tribulations afflict you. O my son! Control your anger so that you will not become
woods of hell. O my son! It is better to be poor than to do injustice and to rebel. O my son! Refrain from

borrowing so that you will not grieve over it or be perfidious in the debt.

David had eleven children but Solomon was most good-looking among them. David purchased the land



of Al-Agsa Mosque from its owners and started building it 4400 year after the Fall of Adam. One of the

features of Prophet David was that mountains and birds praised God with him.

"And We made the mountains, and the birds to celebrate our praise with Dawud" (21:79)
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He earned his living by weaving baskets and making coats of mail. God made the iron pliant to him.

"And We made the iron pliant to him, saying: make ample (coats of mail), and assign a time to the

making of coats of mail" (34: 10-11)
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David made 360 coats of mail and sold them a thousand Dirhams each. When the time for his departure
drew near, David made his last will and testament with Solomon and passed away, forty thousand
scholars of Bani-Israel took part in his funeral and buried him in Dawud plot in Baytul-Mogaddas. He
reigned for forty years the seven years of which was in Hebron and the rest in Baytul-Mogaddas. His
heavenly book is called Psalms. He lived for seventy years and passed away 4403 years after the Fall of
Adam.

His Appearance And Character

The holy Prophet has been polyquoted as saying: having blue eyes is auspicious. David had blue eyes,
reddish face, slim legs, flowing hair, fair skin and a long beard partly curly. He had a good voice and

temper with a golden heart.
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Successful Businessman

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that God inspired David: You are a very good
servant except that you eat from the public fund and that you do not do anything with your hands. David
started weeping. Then God inspired iron to become pliant for My servant Dawud. Since then, he made a
coat of mail every day selling each for a thousand Dirhams. He made 360 coat of mail altogether sold
them for 360000 Dirhams and did not depend on the public fund any longer. Four thousand guards were



at his order and fed by his business.
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Frequent In Returning (To Allah)

"And remember Our servant Dawud, the possessor of power, surely he was frequent in returning
(to Allah)" (38:17)

.
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When David was strolling by the mountains praising God, mountains too answered him with praise. One
night, he said to himself: No one worship God as much as | do. Then, he went on the top of mountain
and horror overwhelmed him at midnight, God inspired mountains to get familiar with David. At this time,
the call of Tashbeeh, Tagdees and Tahleel was raised from mountains. David said to himself: How can
He hear me with all these calls? At this time, Gabriel descended, took him by arm to the sea and put the
water on one side. The sea was further spilit till they touched the ground. Gabriel put the earth on one
side, the ground was split, they reached a tower, put it on one side till they reached a rock, he put it on
one side with his foot. It was split and a small worm came out with a sound. Gabriel said: Your Lord

hears even the sound of this worm in this place.
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He spent the whole night performing only one Rakat of his prayer during which he wept and with his
weeping everything started to weep. Those with fever and sorrow were put at rest by hearing David’s

voice.
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A man questioned Ibn -Abbas on fast. He said: | have a hadith with me on David’s fast which | will tell
you if you wish. Surely, he fasted frequently, rose up for night prayer most frequently and he was so
brave he never ran away whenever he was challenged. He would fast a day and break it the next day.

The Messenger of Allah has said: The best fast was that of David.
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One of David’s features was keeping on with prayer in a way God in the holy Quran said: Remember our
servant Dawud, the possessor of power (in prayer), and he was frequent in returning to Allah, meaning
he repented to God and Praised Him and was obedient to him. He used to fast a day and break it

another. He fasted days and rose up for prayer at nights.

It is said that Prophet David divided the hours of day and night among his children. Therefore, there was
no single day in which one of them was not fasting, and there was no single hour in which one of them

was not praying. For this reason, God said: O family of Dawud! Offer your thanks to God.
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Prayer For Removing People’s Afflictions

It is said that at the time of Prophet David, people were afflicted with plague and massive death. Going
to Baytul-Moqgaddas with people, he saw angels were ascending to heavens from there. For this reason,
he chose that place as prayer site. Reaching the rock, he started praying invoking god to remove the

plague. God granted his prayer and plague was removed from people.
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Weaver Of Basket

Prophet David used to weave baskets from fibers of date-palms with his own hands saying to his
companions: Which one of you will help me with selling them? From price, he would buy only one loaf of
oat bread.
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His Advice To Solomon

Quoting his father, Imam Sadeq has reported that Prophet David said to Solomon: O my son! Avoid
laughing too much, for laughing too much will leave man humiliated and needy on the Day of Judgment.
Keep silent unless you say something good. Truly regret over long silence is better than regret over too
much talk. O my son! Speaking is like silver, silence is like gold.

Helping A Bachelor To Get Married

Imam Bager reported that one day a youth clothed in rags was sitting with Prophet David. The meeting
lasted for some time and the young man kept silent. At this time, the angel of death entered the place,
saluted and cast a sharp look at the young man. Prophet David asked him the reason. The angel of
death said: | have the mission to take his soul in this place seven days from now. Looking at him,
Prophet David said: Are you married? He said: Not yet. David said: Go to such and such man who is
one of the dignified men of Bani-Israel and tell him Dawud has ordered you to give your daughter in
marriage to me. Marry her the same night and take whatever you need from us. Stay with your wife for a

week and then come to us.

The young man did his mission. The man gave his daughter to the young man in marriage. The wedding
took place and he came to David after seven days. Prophet David said: How did you find it? The young
man said: | had never enjoyed such a blessing and favor. David said: Take a seat. The young man sat
down. David was waiting for the death of angel to come to take the young man’s soul but he did not
come. David said: Go to your wife and come on the eighth day. The young man went home and came
back on the right time. This happened for three times and when finally the death angel came, David said
you had said you would take the soul of this young man after a week, but so far 24 days have passed
but you have not done so! He said: O Dawud! God has delayed his death for thirty years due to your

mercy.
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His Moral Advice

Prophet David said to the children of Israel: Gather together, for | have a few words with you. People
gathered near his house. David came out saying: O children of Israel! Take care that nothing but pure

enters your bodies and nothing but pure comes out of your mouths.
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His Grief Over His Son’s Death

It is reported that when one of David’s son’s passed away, he was strongly grief-stricken. He was
asked: What do you think is equal to your son? He said: A world filled with gold. It was said to him: You

will have the same extent of reward.
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His Courage

One of David’s features was his being strong in a way that he never ran away whenever he was

challenged.
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His Discipline

Prophet David divided his days into four parts: a day to enjoy his women in private, a day to worship his
Lord, a day to meet the demands of Muslims (those who submit to God’s will), and a day for the children

of Israel to entertain them with questions and answers.
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His Recommendations

David appointed Solomon as his successor. David said: O my son! Avoid making jests, for there is little
benefit in it increases enmity among brethren. Keep away from wrath, for it will bring disrespect for man.
Incumbent on you is piety and fear of God, for these two will overcome everything. Avoid too much zeal
of your family, for it will lead to suspicion. Stop expecting from people, for doing so is the same as

independence.



Keep away from avarice, for avarice is the same as need. Never say anything for which you have to
apologize later on. Get used to truthfulness. Be committed to good and let your act be better today than
yesterday. Perform your prayer as if your last. Do not associate with the fools. Have no debate with a
scholar on religion. Whenever you get angry, change your place and set your hope in Allah’s Mercy, for

it will encompass all things.
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David’'s Maxims

Be a kind father to an orphan and know that you will reap what you have sown.
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O Sinner! You will only reap the thorns and thistle of your sins.
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Meeting The Death Angel

The holy Prophet said: David was extremely zealous. He would lock all the doors when leaving home.
Hence no one entered his house till he would come back. One day when he had left home, and doors
were locked, his wife saw a man in the middle of house. So she asked those who were in the house:

How has this man entered the house while all doors are locked?

They said: By Allah, we will be disgraced before David. When David entered his house, he saw a man in
the middle of the house. Who are you? asked David. He said: | am the one who has no fear of kings nor
is there any veil before me. David said: By Allah, you are the angel of death. How excellent is God’s

order. Then he paused a little till his soul was taken away.
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20. The Ethos Of Prophet Solomon

Introduction

Prophet Solomon was the son of David son of Eisha son of Awfayth son of Yuaz son of Solomon son of
Yakhsun son of Amanothab son of Hasrun son of Baris son of Jahud son of Jacob who was born 4391
years after the Fall of Adam. Solomon in Hebrew means be it in peace. He used to live with his father till

he acceded to the throne 4403 years after the Fall of Adam. According to the holy Quran

"And Sulaiman was Dawud’s heir" (27: 16)

ogs
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"And (we made subservient) to Sulaiman the wind blowing violent" (21:81)
Bale wilt leillaly
"And of the Jinn there were those who worked before him by the command of his Lord" (34: 12)

"And his hosts of the jinn and the men and the birds were gathered to him, and they were formed
into groups" (27:17)
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"Then We made the wind subservient to him" (38:36)
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Despite all this glory and majesty, Solomon earned his living by making baskets. When his death drew
near, Solomon was standing beside his throne leaning on his staff that his soul was taken away. Since
no one dared to approach him, he was standing in that position for some time till termites ate away his
staff which then broke and he fell on the ground. Only then people came to know that he had passed

away. People considered it as one of his miracles.

‘But when We decreed death for him, naught showed them his death but a creature of the earth
that ate away his staff" (34: 14)
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Solomon lived for 51 years and passed away 4442 years after the Fall of Adam.

His Thankfulness

"And certainly We gave knowledge to Dawud and Sulaiman, and they both said: Praise be to

Allah, Who has made us to excel many of his believing servants" (27: 15)
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Asking For Forgiveness

"He said: My Lord! Do Thou forgive me and grant me a kingdom which is not fit for any one after

me; You are the Bestower." (38:35)
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Asking For A Heart Full Of Wisdom

Having acceded to the throne, Solomon gathered the children of Israel to offer sacrifice. He offered a
thousand sacrifices and on the same night, he saw in a dream as if the Lord says: Ask whatever you
wish so that | will grant to you. Solomon said: O Lord! You gave a great blessing to Dawud and made
Your servant, Solomon a king after him. Therefore give me a heart full of wisdom so that | will rule with

justice among Your servants and distinguish between good and bad.
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His Hospitality

Imam Sadeq has reported that Prophet Solomon received his guests with meat and bread the flour of
which was sifted several times whereas the meal of his family was a bread the flour of which was
unsifted. He himself ate of oat bread. Prophet Solomon fed people with delicious food in his kingdom but

he himself ate oat bread.
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Mixing With The Poor

When it was morning, Solomon turned away from the rich to go and sit with the poor saying a poor is

sitting with the poor.
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The Virtue Of Glorification Of God

It has been reported that once Solomon was riding when he passed by a man of the children of Israel.
Birds were casting their shade over Solomon. Jinns and men were on his right and left. The man said:
By Allah, O son of Dawud! God has given you a great kingdom. Hearing this, Solomon said: Surely one
glorification (saying glory be to God) in the life of a believer is far better than what has been given to the
son of Dawud, for what has been given to the son of Dawud will go out a glorification will last.
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His Clothing And Meal

Although Prophet Solomon enjoyed such a glory and majesty, he used clothes made of wool. He put
both hand on his neck at night and started weeping till dawn standing. He earned his living by making
baskets from the leaves of date-palms with his own hands. He had asked for kingdom to overcome

atheism.
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His Four Virtues

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that Solomon the son of David has said: We were
given what was not given to people. And we were taught what people know or do not know.
Nevertheless nothing is superior to fear of god in seen and unseen moderation, in wealth and need, truth

in contentment and wrath, and invocation to God in all situations.
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His Advice To His Son

Solomon son of David used to say to his son: O my son! Avoid undue dispute, for there is not only no

benefit in it but it will incite enmity among brethren.
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His Seclusion For Worship

Prophet Solomon stayed in Baytul-Mugaddas for a couple of years or a couple of months, taking his

food and drink with him worshipping God.

Ibn-Abbas in answering questions posed by person on fast has said If you wish, | will report to you on
Solomon’s fast. He used to fast three days in the beginning, three days in the middle and three days at

the end of each month. He began and ended the month with fast.
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His Appearance And Character

Prophet Solomon had fair skin, was weighty, handsome, and hairy. He wore white clothes, was humble
and sat with the poor, saying: | am a needy sitting with the needy. His father consulted him during his
kingdom while he was only a child and his wisdom and knowledge was great. May the greetings of God
be upon our Prophet and his family and upon him be peace too.
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Seeking Advice From Ant

When Solomon heard an ant saying to other ants: "O ants! Enter your homes lest Solomon and his hosts
should crush you while they do not know" he alighted and ordered her to be brought to him. He asked
her: Why did you warn the ants? Have you come to know that | am unjust? Do you not know that | am a
fair Prophet? She said: O Prophet of Allah! | did not mean the smashing of the bodies but the smashing
of the hearts! | feared lest we should desire what you have been granted and become dazzled and thus

be distracted from praising the Almighty!

He said to her: Admonish me. The ant asked : Do you know why your father was named Dawud?
Solomon said: | do not know. The ant said: your father had treated his wound with wud (compassion) so
he was called Dawud and | wish you to join the company of your father. Then she asked him: Do you
know why has the wind been made subservient to you? Solomon said: | have no knowledge of that. The
ant said: That the whole world is a wind. It was then that he smiled from her statement saying: My Lord!

Grant me that | should be grateful for Thy favor which Thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents.
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Learning From A Sparrow

Prophet Solomon saw a sparrow saying to his mate: Why do you not obey me? Should | decide, | can
carry Solomon’s cupola with my beak and throw it into sea. Solomon smiled at sparrow’s words. Then he
called them saying to sparrow: Can you really do what you said? The sparrow said: No, O messenger of
Allah but every man wishes to make himself appear important to his wife. A lover cannot be blamed for
that.

Solomon then asked the hen-sparrow: Why do you not obey him while he loves you? She said: O
Prophet of Allah! He is not a true lover. He only pretends, for he loves someone else. The hen-
sparrow’s words left such impact on Solomon’s heart that he started weeping bitterly. Hence he
retreated from people for forty days calling on God to fill his heart with his love and not mix it with the

love of others.
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Solomon’s Thrones

Solomon son of David was such that they would place 600 thrones for him. Then noblemen came and
took seats near him. Next noble ones of Jinns came and took seats beside men. Then the birds came
and cast their shades over them. Then Solomon ordered the wind to make them fly.
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21. The Ethos Of Prophet Daniel

Introduction

Prophet Daniel was a Prophet of the children of Israel and a contemporary of Cyrus the Great and
Darius the Great of Achamenid dynasty and of the generation of David. Daniel was taken captive by
Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B.C. and sent to Babylon with a group of the Bani-Israel. His death year is not
known but was a contemporary of Prophet Ezra (Uzayr). Following the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel
was returned to Baytul-Mugaddas by Bahman son of Esfandiar and from there to Ahwaz and finally to
Susa where he passed away. He is known for geomancy and interpretation of dreams. In Nassekh At-
Tawarikh his birth has been recorded at 4817 years after the Fall of Adam and he was captivated by

Nebuchadnezzar at the age of 12.

Regard For Bread

Imam Sadeq has quoted the holy Prophet as saying: Have a respect for bread, for all factors between
the throne and the earth are involved in producing it. Then the holy Prophet turned to those around him
saying: shall I inform you of a hadith? They said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah. May our parents be
sacrificed for you. The holy Prophet said: There used to be a Prophet by the name of Daniel. He gave a
piece of bread to a man who controlled a passage in order to pass through it. The man threw away the
piece of bread saying: What shall | do with this? It is so worthless with us that some people tread it.
Seeing this, Daniel raised his hands towards the sky saying: O God! Have you seen what this man has

said and done with the bread which is worthy?
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He Does Not Prostrate To Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar had a strange dream and when he asked the enchanters and soothsayers about its
interpretation, they were helpless. Daniel and his friends who were in jail heard about it. The jailer loved
Daniel for his virtues. Daniel said to the jailer: You have been kind to me. The ruler has had a dream.
Guide him to me so that | will interpret his dream. The jailer went to Nebuchadnezzar and told him all
about it. The ruler said: Bring him to me. Needless to say that no one went to him without prostrating to
him. When they brought Daniel to him, he stood before him without making prostration. Nebuchadnezzar
said: What kept you from prostrating to me? Daniel said: There is a Lord for me who has given me
knowledge and wisdom bidding me not to prostrate to anyone but to Him. Therefore, | feared to make

prostration to others lest He might take away my knowledge and ruin me.

Truthful And Wise

Quoting Imam Ja’afar Jaber Ja’afi has reported: | asked the Imam is it true that Daniel knew to interpret
dreams? The Imam said: Yes, he was inspired. He was a Prophet and one to whom God had taught the
interpretation of dreams. He was truthful, wise and endowed with the love of the household of the holy
Prophet. Jaber asked: The love of the household of the holy Prophet? The Imam said: By God, there is
no angel or Prophet who is not endowed with the love of the household of the holy Prophet.
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Thanking God At The Bottom Of Well

Nebuchadnezzar threw Daniel into a well in which had put two lions. Nevertheless, the lions did not
make any attack on him. Daniel stayed there for the period God had willed and had an appetite for food
and drink as other human beings. At this time God inspired Prophet Jeremiah (Armiya) in Damascus to
prepare food and drink for Daniel. Jeremiah said: O God! | am in the holy Land whereas Daniel is in
Babylon in Irag. God inspired him saying: prepare what We have ordered, | too, send messengers to
take you and what you have prepared there. He did so and God’s messenger too arrived and carried it
to the top of the well. Daniel asked: Who is it? He said: It is me, Jeremiah. Daniel asked: What has
brought you here? He said: My Lord has sent me to you. Daniel asked: Has my Lord Remembered me?
Jeremiah said: Yes, he has. Then Daniel said: Praise is due to Allah who does not forget one who
remembers Him. Praise is due to Allah who answers those having hope. Praise is due to Allah to whom
every trusts will not be abandoned.

Praise is due to Allah who rewards good with good. Praise is due to Allah who has set salvation as a



reward for patience. Praise is due to Allah who removes our hardship after our sorrow. Praise is due to
Allah who keeps us from doing any acts when we are in doubt. Praise is due to Allah who is our Hope

when we are in desperation.
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22. The Ethos Of Jonah (Yunus)

Jonah was born 4708 years after the fall of Adam. He was a Prophet of Bani-Israel. According to the

holy Quran

"And Yunus was most surely of the apostles” (37:139)
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He was the son of ElidJah(llyas) or Matthew. Hence he is called Jonah son of Matthew. His book consists
of advice. There is an interesting story about him the concise version of which goes as follows:

When he fled his people for the city of Tressiss in Tunisia, he went to the seashore. The holy Quran

says:

"When he ran away to a ship completely laden" (37: 140)
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When they launched the ship, the sea became stormy without any wind to blow. There was a big wave
in a way that those in the ship became worried. Jonah said: Throw me into sea so that you will have
calm. People said: We do not dare to commit such an act. Jonah said: The storm will not stop unless |
am drowned. If you do not believe me, cast lot so as to decide who should be thrown into sea. The holy
Quran says:

"So he shared (with them), but was of those who are cast off (37: 141).
el Ge HISE faLud.

This was repeated three times and eventually they threw him into sea. The holy Quran says:

'So the fish swallowed him while he did that for which he blamed himself." (37: 142)
rale 3a3 Lo Al LEIG,

When he was in the belly of fish, he started glorifying God:

"And Yunus, when he went away in wrath, so thought that We would not straiten him, so he
called out among afflictions: There is no god but Thou glory be to Thee; surely | am of those who
make themselves to suffer loss. So We responded to him and delivered him from the grief, and
thus do We deliver the believers." (21:87-88)
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The holy Quran further says:

"then We cast him on to the vacant surface of the earth while he was sick." (37: 145)
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After a few days, Jonah was given the mission to go to the city of Nineva. He did so. In this relation, the

holy Quran says:

"And they believed, so We gave them provision till a time." (37:148)
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After people believed in his mission, he went to Egypt where he spent the rest of his life with the recluse.

Remembering God In Darkness

"And Yunus, when he went away in wrath, so he thought that We would not straiten him, so he
called out among afflictions: There is no god but Thou, glory be to Thee; surely | am of those
who make themselves to suffer loss. So We responded to him and delivered him from the grief,
and thus do We do We deliver the believers " (21:87-88)
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Admitting His Fault

When Jonah turned away from his people, He went away and mounted the ship, a strong storm started
blowing in a way that she stopped moving. Those in the ship said: This stoppage is due to the fault of
one of you. Jonah said: Yes, it is because of my fault, so throw me into sea.
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Going Through Divine Test

Prophet Jonah was tested by being thrown into sea and swallowed by a fish but his faith was firm. His

covenant of Allah was never loose but he kept on serving his Master.
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Praising And Sanctifying God in the Stomach of Fish

Prophet Jonah Praised and sanctified God in the stomach of fish. He was also fearful of the
magnanimity, dignity and punishment of God. He found himself dissolved in God; he saw no one but
God; he relied on no one but God; he knew no beloved but God; he feared God more than that man
could imagine. Therefore the greetings of Allah and His mercy and blessing be upon him, upon our

Prophet and his pure Household.
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23. The Ethos Of Prophet Zachariah

Introduction

Prophet Zachariah was the son of Ezan whose lineage goes back to Prophet David. He was born 5077
years after the fall of Adam. Among the family of Israel, Zachariah was the chief of the servants of
Baytol-Mogaddas and the eminent leader of Jews. In the meantime, Imran had two daughters by the
name of Mary and her elder sister Eisha. Zachariah married Eisha and became a guardian of Mary.
Zachariah was seventy five but with no child. His wife too had reached an age no one expected her to
bear a child. During the time Zachariah frequented Baytul-Moqqgadas to visit and to take care of Mary
who had abode in one of its chambers, he found winter fruits in summer and summer fruits in winter set

before her. When asking:

"...Whence comes this to you? She said: it is from Allah. Surely Allah gives to whom He pleases

without measure." (3:37)
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Zachariah said to himself: God who can do such a favor to Mary can certainly give me a child. Hence,

he started praying:
"My Lord! Grant me from Thee good offspring” (3:38).

At this time an angel called to him saying:

"Allah gives you the good news of Yahya verifying a word from Allah." (3:39).
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Zachriah surprisingly said:

"0 my Lord! When shall | have a son, and my wife is barren, and | myself have reached indeed the
extreme degree of old age? He said: So shall it be; your Lord says: it is easy to me, and indeed |
created you before when you were nothing." (19:8-9)

. . ; - s R

MMJU@J&JA%JLMJJ fswuﬂujrﬁu@rfuuls”mgwg@m)

Zachariah said:

‘My Lord! Appoint a sign for me. Said he: Your sign in that you should not speak to men for three
days except by signs." (3:41)
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Zachariah made a prostration of thanks and Eshia became pregnant after five years and gave birth to
John (Yahya) while she was six month pregnant. She is said to have lived for some time after John was
killed.

Calling Upon His Lord In A Low Voice

"And mention of the mercy of your lord to his servant Zakaria. When he called upon his Lord in a
low voice. He said: my Lord! Surely my bones are weakened and my head flares with hoariness,
and, my Lord! | have never been unsuccessful in my prayer to Thee: And surely | fear my cousins
after me, and my wife is barren, therefore grant me from Thyself an heir, who should inherit me
and inherit from the children of Yaqoub, and make him, my Lord one in whom Thou art well
pleased.” (19: 1-6)
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The Moral Virtues Of Zachariah, His Son And Wife

"And Zakaria, when he cried to his Lord: O my Lord! Leave me not alone; and Thou art the Best of
inheritors. So we responded to him and gave him Yahya and made his wife fit for him; surely they
used to hasten, one with another, in deeds of goodness and to call upon Us, hoping and fearing;



and they were humble before Us." (21:89-90)
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Keeping Vigil In Prayer And Hidden Invocations

Some of the predecessors have reported that Zacharia spent part of night in prayer and he invoked God
so hiddenly that no one would notice. He used to say: O my Lord! O my Lord and God too would say:

Here | am, here | am.
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His Occupation

Zacharia was a carpenter by occupation and earned his living with hand labor in the same way that
Prophet David earned his living with hand labor.
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24. The Ethos Of Prophet John (Yahya)

Prophet John was born 5585 years after the Fall of Adam. He is the son of Prophet Zachariah. His
mother is Eisha, the daughter of Imran and sister of Virgin Mary. Her mother gave birth to him while she
was six months pregnant. Prophet John is one of the greatest of Bani-Israel Prophets as the Quran

says:

"Peace be on him on the day he was born and on the day he dies, and on the day he is raised to
life." (19: 15)
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As a child, when he went to Al-Agsa Mosque in Baytul-Mogaddas, he found the servants of the House



of God dressed in coarse garment engaged in prayer. Upon his return he asked his mother to sew a
coarse garment. His mother too, sewed for him a coarse garment of camel wool. He went back to the

Mosque, engaged in prayer benefiting from the sermons of his father, Zacharia. The Quran Says:

"And dutiful to his parents, and he was not insolent, disobedient." (19: 14)
e 15U 580 05 il 155

He had wept so much out of fear of God that his cheeks were scarred with tears. He never married.

"An honorable and chaste and a Prophet from among the good ones." (3:39)
aallall o Gy 15205 1

John was ordained Prophet when he was only seven years old.

"And We granted him wisdom while yet a child." (19: 12)
L (SAJH LTS

John then left Baytul-Moqgqgadas for the Bank of Jordan River where he invited the family of Israel to
Moses Law in Judea. He baptized in the Jordan River every one whom he admonished not to commit sin
with his sermon. When Mary brought Jesus to Jordan, he went to John saying: Baptize me. John said: it
is | who have need of baptism from you. But Jesus said: Let it be so now. Then John gave him baptism.

Herod, the king, was in love with Herodia the wife of his brother, Philpus. He asked John to give him
permission to cohabit with her. John considered it as opposed to Moses Law. Hence Herod became
furious deciding to kill John. However, he was fearful of people’s rebellion. Therefore, he ordered to put
him in jail. Then he cohabited with his sister-in—-law. Herod used to celebrate his birthday every year. On
the same occasion, he threw a party with all preparations. At this time Herodia had made everything
possible to look beautiful. She entered the party, danced and fascinated Herod in such a way that he
said: | will give you everything you wish even if it is half of my kingdom. Having consulted her mother,
Herodia said: | wish for John’s head. Herod too signed a decree to behead John. Several persons went
to Jail, beheaded John, put his head on a tub and brought it to Herod.

His Virtues As Mentioned In The Holy Quran

"... he was one who guarded against evil and dutiful to his parents, and he was not insolent,
disobedient.” (19: 13-14)
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"There did Zakariya pray to him as his Lord; he said: My Lord! Grant me from Thee good

offspring; surely Thou art the Hearer of prayer. Then the angels called to him as he stood praying

in the sanctuary: That Allah gives you the good news of Yahya verifying a Word from Allah, and

honorable and chaste and a Prophet from among the good ones."
(3:38-39)
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Dislikes To Play

Children said to John, son of Zacharia: Come and play with us. John said: We have not been created to

play.
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Meeting Jesus Christ

When meeting, Jesus said to John: Ask forgiveness for me, for you are better than I. John said to Jesus:
You ask forgiveness for me, for you are better than I. | sent peace upon myself whereas God has sent
peace upon you. It was here that the virtue and excellence of both became known.
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His Meal And Garment

One day, the holy Prophet entered the assembly of his companions while they were speaking of the
virtue and excellence of Prophets. One of them said: Moses is above all in excellence. Another one said:
Jesus Christ is above all. The other said: Ibrahim is above all. The holy Prophet said: Why do you not
speak of the martyr, the son of martyr who wore garment of wool, eat from tree out of fear of sin. Ibn-

wahah said: The holy Prophet means John, the son of Zacharia.
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Seeking Advice From Jesus

Jesus son of Mary and John son of Zacharia were cousins. Jesus wore garments of wool and John
garment of camel wool. Neither of them had Dirham, Dinar of servant. Neither had a shelter to live in.
They used to sojourn wherever night fell. Whenever they wanted to part, John used to say to Jesus:
Advise me. Jesus too would say: Never get angry. John said: | can not, for | get angry for the sake of

religion. Jesus said: Do not save any money. John said: This | can do.
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Weeping Out Of Fear Of God

John used to weep out of fear of God so much so that if tar was upon his eyes, it would be torn into

pieces.
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In The Grave Dug By Himself

Zachariah lost his son, John for three days. So he went after him and found him in a grave standing and
weeping over himself. Zachariah said: My son! | have been after you for three days but you have dug a
grave, standing in it and weeping? John said: Were it not you who gave me the news that between
paradise and hell there was a plain which can not be crossed save by the weeping of weepers?
Zacharia said: Weep, O my son! Then they both started weeping.
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Inviting People To Repentance And Piety

John was a master among his own nation. Hearts were kind and people inclined to him. People used to
gather round him and he would admonish them, inviting them to repentance and piety till he was

martyred. Peace be upon him.
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The Agony Of Death

Imam Sadeq had reported that Jesus was standing near the grave of John invoking God to make him
alive. His prayer was answered and John coming out of grave asked Jesus: What do you want? Jesus
said: | would like you to be my company as you used to be in the world. John said: O Jesus! the agony
of death has not calmed down in me as yet and you want me to come back to the world and taste the
heat of death once again? He parted and went back to his grave.
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His Interest In Admonition

Imam Sadeq has reported: A man came to Jesus saying: O Spirit of Allah; | have committed adultery,
purify me. Jesus ordered all people to go outside the city to purify such and such person. When people
gathered and the man was put in the ditch, he called: Any one prone to God’s punishment should not
punish me. All people retreated save John and Jesus. At this time, John approached the man saying: O
sinner! Admonish me. The man said: Leave no space between yourself and desire, for it will ruin you.
John said: Admonish me furthermore. The man said: Do not get angry. John said: That is sufficient for

me.
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Weeping And Smiling

Abol Hasan has reported: John used to weep and did not smile.
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Simple Way Of Living

John invited people to worship God. He used to wear a garment of wool. He had no Dinar, Dirham or a

house to live in. he would take a shelter whenever the night fell. He had no servant either.
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25. The Ethos Of Jesus Christ

Introduction

Jesus was born 5585 years after the Fall of Adam. His mother is Virgin Mary, daughter of Imran whose
guardianship Zachariah had undertaken. Virgin Mary had a cousin by the name of Joseph to whom she
was engaged but before marriage angels gave her the good news of Jesus birth. The Quran says:

"When the angels said: O Marium, surely Allah gives you good news with a Word from him whose
name is the Messiah, Isa son of Marium." (3:45)
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Being surprised,

"she said: My Lord! When shall there be a son (born) to me, and man has not touched me?" (3:47)
s gradaiad o5 3 ) 560 o1 5

At this time an angel said:

'Even so, Allah creates what he pleases; when he has decreed a matter, he only says to it, Be,
and it is." (3:47)
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One day, Mary left Al-Agsa mosque for Zacharia’s house to meet her sister Eisha.

n

"And mention Marium in the Book when she drew aside from her family to an eastern place.
(79:16)
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At this time Gabriel appeared to her in the from of a human being:

“Then, We sent to her our spirit, and there appeared to her a well-made man." (19: 17)
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When Mary’s look was cast on him, she was extremely horrified.

"she said; surely I fly for refuge from you to the Beneficent God, if you are one guarding (against
evil)” (19: 18).
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“He said: | am only a messenger of your Lord: That | will give you a pure boy. She said: When
shall | have a boy and no mortal has yet touched me, nor have | been unchaste? He said: Even
so; your Lord says: It is easy to Me: and that We may make him a sign to men and a mercy from
us; and it is a matter which has been decreed. So she conceived him; then withdrew herself with
him to a remote place. And the throes of childbirth compelled her to betake herself to the trunk of
a palm-tree. She said: O, would that | had died before this, and had been a thing quite forgotten!
Then (the child) called out to her from beneath her: Grieve not, surely your Lord had made a
stream to flow beneath you; and shake towards you the trunk of the palm-tree, it will drop on you
fresh ripe dates: so eat and drink and refresh the eye.

Then if you see any mortal, say: surely | have vowed a fast to the Beneficent God, so | shall not
speak to any man today. And she came to her people with him, carrying him (with her). They
said: O Marium! Surely you have done a strange thing. O sister of Haroun! Your father was not a
bad man, nor was your mother an unchaste woman. But she pointed to him. They said: How
should we speak to one who was a child in the cradle? He said; surely | am a servant of Allah; He
has given me the Book and made me a Prophet; and He has made me blessed wherever | may be,
and He has enjoined on me prayer and poor-rate so long as | live; and dutiful to my mother, and
he has not made me insolent, unblessed; and peace on me on the day I was born, and on the day
I die, and on the day | am raise to life." (19: 19-33)
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Hearing this from an infant, people stopped unjustified accusations. Since on the order of Herod, the



tyrant king, they killed all the male infants, Joseph who had been engaged to Mary took her and Jesus to
Egypt and abode near Nile River. Eleven years passed as such till one night Joseph in a dream saw that
he should take Jesus and his mother back to the holy Land. Hence, they set out and after some time
reached the Bank of Jordan River where John was. Jesus was baptized by John and resided in
Nazareth. It is for this reason that the followers of Jesus are called Nasrani. For a detailed account of
Jesus life, one should refer to History books. However, a summary of his life is that one day Jesus was
inspired:

‘Remember My favor on you and on your mother, when | strengthened you with the holy Spirit,
you spoke to the people in the cradle and when of old age, and when | taught you the Book and
the wisdom and the Taurat and the Injeel." (5:110)
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"And (make him) an apostle to the children of Israel that | have come to you with a sign from your
Lord." (3:49)
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Doing Miracles.

"...and when you determined out of clay a thing like the from of a bird by My permission, then you
breathed into it and it became a bird by My permission, and you healed the blind and the leprous
by My permission; and when you brought forth the dead by My permission." (5:110)
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"So a party of the children of Israel believed and another party disbelieved." (61: 14)

T

"...but those who disbelieved among them said: This is nothing but clear enchantment.” (5: 110)
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To sum it up: 5616 years after the Fall of Adam when Jews decided to crucify Jesus who was then 31

years old, God took him to heavens.

"And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son of Marium, the apostle of Allah; and
they did not kill him nor did they crucify him, but it appeared to them so." (4: 157)
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The truth is that people arrested Jesus and charged a man by the name of Simon, the Corinthian to
crucify him and he did so and them assigned a man to prevent others from bringing him down from the
cross. At this time, Jesus gave a loud cry saying: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani meaning my God, my God,
why are you turned away from me? Soon darkness swept everywhere and there was a light and Jesus
gave a loud cry, the earth started shaking and Jesus ascended to heavens. Simon, the Corinthian who
had taken the shape of Jesus cried: | am not Jesus but no one believed him till he died.

Inviting People To Serve God

"...and the Messiah said: O Children of Israel! Serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Surely
whoever associates (others) with Allah, then Allah has forbidden to him the garden, and his
abode is the fire; and there shall be no helpers for the unjust.” (5:72)
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Enjoining Piety

"And when Isa came with clear arguments, he said: | have come to you indeed with wisdom, and
that | may make clear to you part of what you differ in; so be careful of (your duty to) Allah and
obey me." (43:63)
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Verifying Torah And Gives The Good News Of Prophethood Of
The Holy Messenger Of Islam

"And when Isa son of Marium said: O Children of Israel! Surely | am the apostle of Allah to you,
verifying that which is before me of the Torah and giving the good news of an Apostle who will



come after me, his name being Ahmad." (61:6)
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Features Of Jesus Christ

Jesus son of Mary had a rosy fair complexion. His hair was not curly. He never applied oil on his hair.
He used to go on foot and never took for himself a house, ornament, fittings of extra garment. He did not
prepare food for more than a day. He would halt whenever the sun set. He spent the night in prayer.
Jesus cured the blind and the lepers. He made the dead come back to life again with the permission of
God and informed people of what they ate at their homes or what they saved for the next day. He used
to walk on the surface of seas. He was pious and indifferent to the world but careful of the hereafter. He
had great enthusiasm for God and constantly traveled on the earth. Jews chased him with the intention

to crucify him but God took him to heavens. God knows better.
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Gold And Mud Brick Equal To Jesus Christ

Jesus was asked: How do you walk on water? He said: With faith and certainty. They said: We have
believed in the same way you have believed and reached certainty as you have. He said: Walk on
water. But when they walked on water, they started going down. Jesus said: What happened to you?
They said: We feared the waves. Jesus said: Fear not the God of waves. Then, he rescued them,
putting his hands on the earth, took a handful of soil. When he opened his fist, they saw that he had gold
in one hand and pebble in another. Jesus asked: Which one is sweeter to you? They said: Gold. Jesus

said: But they are equal to me.
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Jesus’ Meal And Garment

Jesus wore a garment of wool, fed on tree leaves, and had no abode. He had no wife or children and

saved nothing for the next day.
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When Hearing Of The Day Of Judgment

When the Day of Judgment was mentioned before Jesus he gave a loud cry saying: It is not right for son
of Mary to hear the name of Day of Judgment and keep silent at the same time.
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When Hearing An Admonition

Whenever Jesus heard an admonition, he would start crying like a mother whose child was dead.
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When Morning Came

Jesus used to say: O God! Morning has come while | cam not afford to repel what is blameworthy and
benefit from what | am hopeful of. Morning has come while the affair is in someone else’s hand. Morning
has come while | am dependent on my acts. Therefore, there is no one as poor as | am. O God! Do not
expose me to the enemies’ blame nor let my friends treat me unkindly. Do not set my suffering in my

religion nor make anyone who has no mercy on me dominant over me.
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Detachment From The World

One day Jesus took a stone as pillow to enjoy the pleasure of sleep. At this moment, Satan passed by
him saying: O Jesus! Was it not you who said you did not like any worldly stuff whereas this stone you
are using is a worldly article? Jesus rose up, took the stone and threw it to Satan saying: Let this stone

and the world be yours.
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His Admonitory Dialog With A Ruined City

Passing by a ruined city and being amazed Jesus said: O my Lord! Order this city to answer me. God
inspired that city: O Ruined city! Answer Jesus’ questions. At this moment, the ruined city was made to
speak saying: O Jesus! My beloved! What do you want? Jesus said: What happened to your trees?
What happened to your streams? What happened to your castles and those living in them? The ruined
city said: When God’s Promise came, my trees become dry, my streams waterless, my castles ruined
and those living there died. Jesus said: Where is their riches? The ruined city said: They put in me what
they had earned lawfully and unlawfully for to God belongs the legacy of the heavens and the earth. At
this moment Jesus gave a loud cry saying: | am amazed by three groups of people:

1- Those who go after world while death is after them.
2- Those who build a castle while their abodes are graves.
3- Those who laugh while fire is before him.

O children of Adam! You are neither satiated with affluence nor content with a little. You amass wealth
for one who is not thankful to you and you go to a Lord before whom you have no excuse. You are really
the servant of your gluttony and your lust. Your gluttony is satisfied only when they put you in the grave
and you, O children of Adam will find in the scales of others what you have amassed of wealth.
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Sea Creatures

Jesus was once passing by a sea. He threw into sea a piece of bread which was his own food. Some of
the disciples said: O Spirit of Allah! Why did you do so while that piece of bread was your own food? |

did it so that a sea creature will eat it, for there is a great reward in it with God.
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With God’s Permission

Jesus went up the top of a mountain called Jerico in Damascus. At this time Satan appeared to him as
the king of Palestine saying: O spirit of Allah! You made the dead come back to life, you cured the
lepers, the crippled and the blind. Now throw yourself down the mountain. Jesus said: | had the

permission in what you said, but for this, | have no permission.
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Forbidding Negative Attitude

One day Jesus and his disciples were passing by the carcass of a dog, one of them said: What a bad
smell! Jesus said: Why didn’t you say how white its teeth are!
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Free From Want

Jesus said: My two hands are my servant, my feet, my horse. The earth is my bed, the stone my pillow.



My winter garment is where the sun rises up, my lantern at night is the moon, my meal is hunger, my
garment is fear of God. My garment is of wool, my fruit and vegetables is what grows for wild animals
and beasts out of the earth. | pass the night into morning while | have nothing and at the same time,

there is no one more rich than | am.
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His Humility

Jesus said to the disciples: | have a need which you have to meet. They said: We will meet your need
whatever it is. Jesus rose up and washed their feet. The disciples said: We should wash your feet, O
Spirit of Allah. Jesus said: A learned man is the best to serve the people. | have given you an example
of modesty so that you will be modest to people. Then Jesus said: Wisdom is obtained through modesty

not arrogance, for plants grow in soft soil not on rocky mountain.
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Receiving Guests

Jesus had prepared food for the disciples. When they finished eating, Jesus washed their hands. They
said: O spirit of Allah! We should wash your hands. Jesus said: | did it so that you will do it to those

whom you teach.
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Immunity From Ignorance

Jesus was asked: Who taught you ethics? Jesus said: No one. | saw the ugliness of ignorance and

stayed away from it.
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Reckoning

Jesus obstructed his nostrils from good scent but he did not do so before a bad smell. Being asked the

reason, Jesus said: There is no reckoning for bad smell but there is reckoning for good smell.
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When Passing By A House

When passing by a house whose people had died and other people were living there, Jesus used to say:
Woe to those who have inherited you but have not taken lesson from the predecessors.
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26. The Ethos Of Prophet Muhammad

The Personality Of The Holy Prophet

The holy Prophet of Islam, Muhammad Ibn-Abdullah was born in Mecca in the Year of the Elephant
(A.D.570) 6163 years after the Fall of Adam. His father was Abdullah Ibn -Abdul-Muttalib Ibn -Hashim
Ibn —Abd Munaf and his mother was Amina daughter of Wahab Ibn —Abd Munaf.

When Amina was only one month pregnant, Abdullah made a trip to Medina but became sick after fifteen
days and passed away. His body was buried in Darolnabeqga. It was Friday night of the 17th of Rabeeul
Awwal when Amina went to a chamber to weep over her husband. When birth-pangs overtook her,
there was a split in the ceiling of house and four beautiful ladies came down saying: Fear not, for we
have come to serve you. Each took a seat near her and a secret voice called: O Amina! When your child
is born, say: | place him under the protection of the One God from the evil of every envious one and

every rebellious creature waiting in ambush whether standing or sitting.

1.
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Several women in heavenly garments too came with crystal bowls of sherbet giving her the glad tidings
of Muhammad who was born at dawn on Friday while falling in prostration before Ka’ba with both hands

raised towards heavens saying: There is no god but Allah.

It was a custom among the Arabs to entrust their children to nurses so that their wives will give birth to
more children. Most of these nurses were from among the Bedouins. This made children more valiant
and eloquent. It is on this basis that the holy Prophet said; | am more eloquent than Quraish, for | was
nursed by the tribe of Sa’d lbn -Bakr.
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To sum it up, in each season of spring or fall, nursing women from Arab tribes which were near Mecca,
went to that city to take with them infants for nursing. In the year Muhammad was born, Halima of
Sa’adieh along with her husband and her nursing child came to Mecca for the same purpose. They were
taken to Amina’s house where Muhammad was given to her. Halima took him in her arms putting her

breast into his mouth. Muhammad never sucked Halima’s left breast leaving it for his foster brother.

The holy Prophet lost his mother at the age of six. The story is that Amina went to Abdul-Muttalib asking
him to give her permission to visit her maternal uncles of the tribe of Bani-Adan Ibn -Najjar who were in
Medina and to take Muhammad with her to show him to the relatives. Abdul-Muttalib gave her the
permission to do so. Hence, Amina, accompanied by Umm-Ayman who attended the holy Prophet
proceeded to Medina. She stayed for a month in Darolnagbeqa where Abdullah was buried, visited her
relatives and went back to Mecca but she became sick and eventually died at Abwa midway between
Mecca and Medina where she was buried. Umm-Ayman brought Muhammad back to Mecca where he

was placed in the charge of his grandfather Abdul-Muttalib.

The holy Prophet lost his grandfather too at the age of eight. When Muhammad was 12 old years, he
accompanied his uncle, Abo-Taaleb to Damascus on a trade trip. He married Khadija at the age of 25
and was ordained as Prophet on Rajab 27th at the age of forty. The arch-angel, Gabriel appeared to

him in Hira Cave saying:

‘Read in the name of Your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot.” (96: 1-2)
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Coming down, Muhammad could hear from every tree he passed by eloquently: Peace be upon you,

Prophet of Allah. Peace be upon you O messenger of Allah.
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Muhammad entered his house where Khadijah saw a special light on his face. Asked what kind of light it
was, Muhammad said: The light of Prophethood! Khadijah said: | have known you as a Prophet for

years. She further said: There is no go but Allah. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.
Muhammad said: Wrap me. Khadija did so and when he felt better, God inspired:

"0 you who are clothed! Arise and warn, and your lord do magnify." (74: 1-3)
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After three years of secretly inviting people to worship Allah, Gabriel came down with the following verse:

"Therefore declare openly what you are bidden and turn aside from the polytheists." (15:94)
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Then, he went to mount Safa and called out each tribe of Quraish saying: Ya Sabaha, an Arabic word
used when someone asks for help in looting. Hearing it, people rushed to him asking: O Muhammad!
What has happened? He said: Will you believe me if | inform you of a great army in ambush behind this
mountain or will call me a liar? They said: We have never heard a word of lying from you. Muhammad
said: Now that you believe me, | am but a warner to you. Abo-Lahab said: May you be perished, is that
what you called us for? O people! My nephew has gone mad, disperse!
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Then he took a stone with the intention to throw it at the holy Prophet as a threat. At this moment, God

sent the Quranic chapter — the flame — as follows:

"Perdition overtake both hands of Abo-Lahab, and he will perish. His wealth and what he earns
will not avail him. He shall soon burn in fire that flames, And his wife, the bearer of fuel, upon her
neck a halter of strongly twisted rope."(111:1-5)
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A short time after this event, God sent the verse:

"And warn Thy near relations" (26:214)
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Following the revelation of this verse, the event of the Day of Warning happened which has been
mentioned in the books written by both Shiite and Sunni Muslims. On that day, only Ali believed in the
holy Prophet of Islam yet some of those present showed hostility to such degree that verses 90-93 of

the Quranic chapter — Bani-Israel — describe them as follows:

"And they say: We will by no means believe in you until you cause a foundation to gush forth
from the earth for us. Or you should cause the heaven to come down upon us in pieces as you
think, or bring Allah and the angels face to face (with us) or you should have a house of gold, or
you should ascend into heaven, and we will not believe in your ascending until you bring down
to us a book which we may read. Say: Glory be to my Lord; am | aught but a mortal apostle?" (17:
90-93)
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Hostility mounted to such a degree that they decided to murder the holy Prophet. Hence, Abo-Talib
gathered the sons of Abdul-Muttalib and Hashem sending them with their women and children to a
valley called Shib of Abo-Talib. All the sons of Abdul-Muttalib whether believers or unbelievers decided
to protect the holy Prophet save Abo-Lahab who joined his enemies. Hamzeh and Abo-Talib were

among the ardent protectors of the holy Prophet.

Realizing that they could not harm the holy Prophet, forty enemies made a pact not to treat the sons of
Hashem kindly, not to give their daughters to them in marriage, not to marry their daughters, not to trade
with them, and never to breach this till they surrender the holy Prophet to them. They wrote this pact on
a paper, sealed it and gave it to the aunt of Abo-Jahl to safeguard. The supporters of the holy Prophet
were in Shib except for the Hajj season which was a sacred month during which they came out to
prepare food and went back to Shib. Three years passed as such till one day when the supporters and

opponents had gathered near Ka’ba, Abo-Talib entered the gathering.

Some of the people had the impression that he had been tired of protecting the holy Prophet and that he
had come to surrender him. But he started speaking as follows: O people! My nephew has informed that
God has missioned the termite to eat away all the words of pact only except the name of God which has
been left. Now bring that pact here. If what | say is true, you can not possibly deny it and if what | say is
a lie, then | will surrender him to you to kill him. People agreed and went away in order to bring the pact.
Opening it, they found that all the words had been eaten away and only the name of Allah they used to
write on the top of the letters during the era of ignorance, was there.



A person rose up saying: We hate this pact hence he tore it into pieces. The following day, a group of
people went to Shi’b of Abo-Talib bringing the children of Abdul- Muttaleb to Mecca and giving them
abode in their houses. Staying in Shib of Abo-Talib lasted for three years and the holy Prophet took
advantage of the season of Hajj rituals during which people came to Mecca from other places to
propagate his divine message. Ansar’s allegiance started from this same place. One day the holy
Prophet was standing in a place near Mena where six people by the name of As’ad Ibn -Zarareh, Ebatat
Ibn -Samet, Rafe Ibn Malek, Qatbeh Ibn -Ame, Agaba Ibn -Amer, and Jaber Ibn -Abdullah were
passing by him. The holy Prophet invited them to have a few words with them. He started his words by
saying: | am the messenger of Allah and invite you to the One God and my Prophethood. The holy
Quran is my miracle. Then, he started reciting parts of the holy Quran. By hearing the holy Quran, they
believed in it saying: The people of Medina are two tribes, namely Aus and Khazraj, and we belong to
Khazraj tribe. These two tribes are always at war. If you permit, we go back to Medina, resolve our
differences, and will come back here next year to take you with us to Medina. The holy Prophet taught
them parts of the holy Quran and they left Mecca for Medina informing people of the holy Prophet’s
ordainment, and reciting the holy Quran for them. The following year when Hajj season came, the
noblemen of Medina gathered and sent twelve persons to Mecca as their representatives to invite the
holy Prophet to Medina. This twelve-man team came to the holy Prophet who became happy to meet

them. They took the oath of allegiance to the messenger of God. This was called the first allegiance.
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The holy Prophet ascended to heavens from the Sacred Mosque in Mecca twelve years after his
Prophetic mission at the age of 52. The story of the holy Prophet’s ascension has been mentioned in the
holy Quran and historic books.

The holy Prophet migrated from Mecca to Medina at the age of 53 when his enemies whose
obstructionism was abortive decided to kill him by choosing a valiant man from each tribe so that they
will shed his blood with their swords in a way that paying his blood-money and fighting of one tribe

against several tribes would be made easy. However, God informed His messenger of this plan.

"And when those who disbelieved devised plans against you that they might confine you or slay
you or drive you away; and they devised plans and Allah too had arranged a plan; and Allah is
the best of planners." (8:30)
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Thus the holy Prophet was commissioned to migrate from Mecca to Medina. After sunset when the
atheists of Quraish gathered around the holy Prophet’s house to kill him after midnight, the holy Prophet

called on Imam Ali to lie in his bed instead of him, to turn the trusts with him to their owners and to join



him in Medina later. The holy Prophet came out of house reciting the Quranic chapter — Ya Seen —

through Verse:

"And We have made before them a barrier and a barrier behind them, then We covered them over
so that they do not see." (36:9)
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Then, he took a handful of dust throwing at those people saying : May your faces be ugly.

Imam Ali put a green sheet on him and lay in the bed of the holy Prophet. At this time, verse 207 of the
Quranic chapter — the Cow — was revealed to the holy Prophet:

"And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah; and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants." (2:207)
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When they decided to carry out their plan, one of the atheists said: Let Bani-Hashem Know in the
morning that all tribes have a hand in shedding his blood. When they entered the house early in the
morning, they found Imam Ali there asking: O Ali! Where is Muhammad? Imam Ali said: You had not

entrusted him to me.

To sum it up, the holy Prophet took refuge in Thawr Cave on Thursday, the first of Rabeeul Awwal, 13
years after his Prophetic mission while the atheists were chasing him but failed to know his
whereabouts. Finally, after spending three nights in the cave, at the dawn of the third night, the holy
Prophet set out for Medina along with Abo-Bakr and entered Quba district and after a few days Abo-
Bakr asked the holy Prophet to enter Medina. The holy Prophet said: | will not enter Medina as long as
my brother, Ali has not joined me. After returning to their owners what the people has entrusted to the
holy Prophet for safekeeping, Imam Ali set out for Medina and finally joined the holy Prophet with sore in
his feet. They founded Quba Mosque which was the first ever built by the holy Prophet with the
assistance of People.

Then they set out for Medina where the chiefs of Ansar tribes were competing with one another to
receive the holy Prophet but the holy Prophet said: Let loose the harness of the she-camel. One version
says that the she-camel sat down at Abo-Ayyub Ansari’s house. Abo-Ayyub’s mother who was blind
rushed to the door joyfully saying to herself: | wish | had eyes to see the messenger of Allah. The holy
Prophet put his hand on her eyes and she could see. Thus her wish was fulfilled. This was the holy
Prophet’s first miracle in Medina. The holy Prophet stayed in Abo-Ayyub’s house for seven months and
then moved to his own house. The holy Prophet departed from this world after living in Medina for ten



years.

The holy Prophet lived for 63 years and his Prophethood lasted for 23 years. The detailed account of the
holy Prophet’s life is to be found in the books of history.

Sublime Morality

‘In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Noon. | swear by the pen and what the angels
write. By the grace of your Lord you are not mad. And most surely you shall have a reward never
to be cut off. And most surely you conform (yourself) to sublime morality." (68: 1-4)
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The Holy Quran Testifies To His Compassion

"Certainly an Apostle has come to you from among yourselves; grievous to him is your falling
into distress, excessively solicitous respecting you; to the believers (he is) compassionate,
merciful.” (9: 128)
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The Holy Quran Testifies To His Leniency

"Thus it is due to mercy from Allah that you deal with them gently, and had you been rough,
hard-hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around you; pardon them therefore and
ask pardon for them, and take counsel with them in the affair; so when you have decided, then
place your trust in Allah; surely Allah loves those who trust."
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His Features

When the holy Prophet was seven years old, one day he asked his foster mother, Halimeh Sa’adieh:
Where are my brethren? She said: My son! They have taken out to pastures the sheep God has given
us thanks to your blessing. The holy Prophet said: O Mother! You have not treated me in a fair manner.
Halimeh asked: What for? The holy Prophet said: Is it fair that | am in shade and drink from the milk of



those sheep while my brethren are out under the hot sun?
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His Respect For Those Having Moral Virtues

Imam Ali has said: When the captives of Tay Tribe were brought to Medina, among them there was a girl
who said to the holy Prophet: Set me free and expose me not before the Arab’s blame, for | am the
daughter of the generous man of the tribe. My father used to set the captives free, give to the poor,
support the weak, receive guests, give food to the needy, clothe the bare, and remove sorrows from the
hearts of the grief-stricken. | am the daughter of Hatam Tay. The holy Prophet said: Set her free, for her

father, Hatam Tay Was fond of moral virtues.
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His Permanent Request From God

The holy Prophet used to weep a great deal beseeching God to bestow moral virtues upon him. In his
prayer, he used to say: O God! Make my nature and temper good. He also said: O God! Keep me away

from vices.
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His Moral Virtues Before Prophethood

The holy Prophet even before his Prophethood, was endowed with twenty moral virtues of Prophets one
of which in a person would make him noble let alone all to be gathered in a single person. He was
trustworthy, truthful, ingenious, of noble birth, dignified, eloquent, giver of advice, wise, learned, pious,
devout, generous, moderate, modest, forbearing, merciful, zealous, patient, agreeable, accompanying,

and never associated with any star-gazer, fortune-teller and augury.
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His Six Fold Features

The holy Prophet used to eat on the earth, sit like servants, repair his shoes with his own hands, patch
his clothes with his own hands, ride on a bare donkey with another person in the back. Seeing that there
was a painted curtain hanging from the top of door, the holy Prophet said to his wife: Bring it down, for

whenever | look at it, | remember the world and its embellishments.
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Recommending Moral Virtues

Quoting his fathers, Imam Reza has reported that the holy Prophet said: Be adorned with moral virtues,
for God has delegated me with them. Some of moral virtues are: To forgive one who has oppressed him,
to be bounteous to one who has deprived him, to unite with one who has cut off relation and to visit one

who does not come to visit him.
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His Fair Attitude

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that the holy Prophet divided among his
companions the time he spent among them. He used to cast his look at them equally. The holy Prophet
never stretched his legs while he was among his companions. If a man shook hands with him, the holy
Prophet never withdrew his hand till the man did so. When people knew about it, they would immediately

withdrew their hands after shaking hands with him.
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His Smile While Speaking

It has been reported on the authority of Abi-Darda that whenever the holy Prophet began to speak, he

was smiling.
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His Association With The Needy

The holy Prophet used to sit and eat with the needy. He fed them with his own hands; he honored the
learned people; he was fond of the noble men; he treated them kindly; and he had a love of kinship while

not deeming his relatives superior to others.
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His Four Features

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn —Abbas that the holy Prophet used to sit and eat on the

ground, take care of the sheep, and accept the salves’ invitation and ate oat bread with them.
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Imam Ali’s Description Of His Virtues

Describing the holy Prophet, Imam Ali said: The messenger of Allah was the most generous, the
bravest, the most truthful and the most faithful of people, and in term of temper, the most lenient and in
term of association, the most honorable. Any one seeing him for the first time was filled with awe and

any one associating with him, loved him. | never saw his like before and after him.
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Helping Others

A Sunni hadith relates that the holy Prophet was on a trip when he ordered his companions to slaughter
a sheep and prepare a meal. One of the companions said: | will slaughter the sheep. The second one
said: | will skin it, the third one said: | will be engaged in cooking it. The holy Prophet said: | will go to the
desert to gather wood for making fire. The companions said: O Messenger of Allah! We would do it.
Then he said: | know you would do it. But Allah hates to see his servant enjoy a state of privilege among
his friends and companions and distinguish himself over others. Then, he proceeded towards the desert

and fetched the necessary twigs and thorns.
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Helping His Own Family Members

The holy Prophet used to help his family members with work: he would sit humbly at table, lick his
fingers and never belch. He milked the sheep himself; mended his shoes and clothes; did his personal
works; broomed the house; tied the camel, fed the watering camel; helped the servant with grinding the
wheat and kneading of flour; carried home what he had shopped; prepared with his own hand water for
purification and ablution at night; sat with the needy, ate food with them and fed them with his own
hands.
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His Reaction To An Arab’s Impudence

Anas Ibn -Malek reported that once an Arab clashed with the holy Prophet by sharply pulling his aba
(cloak open front) in a way that scratched his neck saying: O Muhammad! Order to give me of God’s
wealth which is with you. The holy Prophet turned to him with a smile and ordered to give something to

him.
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His Behavior At Home

Imam Husayn said: | asked my father concerning the holy Prophet’s behavior at home. He said: The
holy Prophet used to go home whenever he felt like at home, he would divide his time into three parts;
one portion for prayer, one portion for the household and one portion for himself. He would issue orders
to companions to look into people’s affairs out of the portion he had devoted to himself and would not do

anything for himself.
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His Behavior Outside Home

The holy Prophet’s behavior outside home was such that he held his tongue from what was
unnecessary. He was fond of people and did not keep aloof from them. He honored the nobleman of
each nation, considering him superior to others. He always bewared of people and guarded himself
against them without turning his face away from them of being bad-tempered. He showed kindness to
his companions and appeased them. He asked after people, praised every good deed and denounced
every bad deed and was moderate in all affairs. He would not go into extremes. He was not negligent of
people’s affairs lest they would deviate from the right path. He never neglected the truth nor exceeded it.
His associates were from among good people and the best of them were those who would give more
advice to them and the greatest of them were those who were fair to their brothers-in—faith and wished

them well.
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His Behavior In Meetings

The holy Prophet attended no meeting without remembering God. He did not choose a special place for

himself in a meeting. He especially forbade others to do so whenever he attended a meeting, he would



sit where there was an empty place.

He ordered to do the same to the companions paying his due respect to each of the guests. No one had
this impression that others were more respectable than him to the holy Prophet. The holy Prophet was
patient to whomever he sat with till that person would rise up and leave. Whoever asked the holy
Prophet anything, his need was either met or he was convinced with the holy Prophet’s sweet words. His

temper was so good that people considered him as a kind father.

People were all equal to him. His meeting was that of forbearance, modesty, truthfulness, and trust and
no voice was raised or any one disgraced. If any one blundered, no one spoke of it elsewhere. Those in
his meeting treated themselves in a fair manner. Their behavior towards each other was like friendship
with the pious. They were humble to each other. They respected the elderly and were kind to younger
ones. They gave superiority to the needy and took care of the homeless.
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His Behavior Towards His Associates

The holy Prophet was always lenient and of sunny disposition to his associates. He was not rough, rude,
frivolous, foul-mouthed or fault-finder. He did not eulogize anyone and turned a blind eye to what he did
not like in a way that people never get disappointed with him. He kept himself away from three things
namely dispute, verbosity, and saying what is useless. He abstained from three things in relation to
people: He never reproached any one, never found fault with any one, and never pointed out people’s

mistakes unless in a place where there was a hope for pious deed.

When speaking, he attracted the audience so much so that no sound of breath was heard from any one,
and when he kept silent, they would start speaking. People never disputed over anything in his
presence. If any one of them started speaking, the rest would keep silent till he would stop speaking.
They spoke in turn before the holy Prophet. Whenever those present in a meeting started laughing, the
holy Prophet too would smile. He would be surprised at what they surprised at.

He was patient to impolite treatment by a stranger in conversation or questioning to a degree that the
companions would take him out of meeting. The holy Prophet used to say: Help those in need. He never
accepted eulogy from any one unless his eulogy was a sign of thanks to him. He never interrupted any
one unless the speaker exceeded his limits in which he would interrupt the speaker with a sign or by



rising up.
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His Silence

The holy Prophet Kept silent in four situations: Forbearance, caution, fate and meditation. His silence
over fate and measuring was aimed to view people equally and to listen to them equally but his silence
in meditation was aimed to meditate about mortal and immortal affairs, and his silence in forbearance
was due to patience in a way that he never became furious nor hated anything. His silence in caution
was related to four things: He would do good deed so that the others would follow suit; he abstained
from doing any indecent acts so that people would keep away from them. He endeavored for a sound
decision aimed to improve the affairs of ummah and would rise for all in which there was the good of the

world and the hereafter.
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How Would He Sit?

The holy Prophet used to sit in three ways:

1- On his feet that is he would keep his shins above the ground holding his knees between his hands

while leaning on his forearm.
2- He would sometimes sit on his knees.
3- He would sometimes fold one leg putting the other on it. He would never sit with legs crossed.

It has been reported that the holy Prophet used to sit mostly facing Qibla.
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How Would He Sleep

The holy Prophet used to sleep on straw mat with nothing underneath. Whenever he wanted to sleep, he
would first brush his teeth, then would lie on his right side when sleep overtook him while he was putting
his right arm under his face saying: O God! Preserve me from You chastisement on the Day You will

raise us.
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How Would He Enter A House

When the holy Prophet entered a house he would take sit in the lowest side of the house.
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How Would He Take Part In A Funeral

Whenever the holy Prophet took part in a funeral, sorrows would overtake him in a way that he spoke to

himself and uttered few words.
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On Facing The Corpse Of Those In Debt

It has been reported on the authority of Moawieh Ibn Wahab that one day | said to Imam Sadeq : We
have been in informed that a man from Among Ansar (the Helpers) has passed away while he is in debt.
The holy Prophet did not perform corpse prayer for him, forbidding others too, till his debt was paid.
Imam Sadeq said: This report is authentic. The holy Prophet did not perform corpse prayer for that man



so that people will obey what is right, will pay each other’s debt, and will not underestimate debt.
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His Concern About A Martyr In Debt

Imam Ali said: Having performed his prayer with the companions, the holy Prophet said: Is there anyone
of the tribe of Bani-Najjar here? One of their friend has been kept in front of paradise denied permission

to enter it, for he owes a Jew three Dirhams (though the person in debt was a martyr).
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He And Pasture

It has been reported on the authority of Ammar: One day when | was feeding my sheep and the holy
Prophet too was feeding his own sheep, | said: O Muhammad! Shall we feed our sheep in Fakh near

Mecca where the green pasture dazzles man’s eyes? The holy Prophet responded positive.

The following day when | went to that pasture, | found out that the holy Prophet had come sooner but
had not let his sheep go to the pasture, saying: Since | had promised to come here, | did not like to feed

my sheep before yours.
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His Eight Fold Virtues

The holy Prophet was the most graceful of all in his meetings. His look was lowered and lasted more
upon the ground that towards the sky. He was the most modest among people. He honored his

companions more than others. He never stretched his legs while he was among his companions. He
would make room whenever there was no room for sitting and his knees were never ahead of those

sitting with him.
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A Child Polluting His Clothes

Whenever an infant was brought to the holy Prophet to be blessed or to be given a name, he would put
the infant on his lap in order to respect its family. Sometimes the infant happened to wet the holy
Prophet’s clothed hence those seeing the scene, yelled at the infant. However, the holy prophet used to
say: Do not stop the infant from doing so. Let the infant be free and the parents joyfully took the infant
and saw no disturbance in him. The holy Prophet washed his clothes and purified himself when they

went away.
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Inquiring After Brothers In Faith

When the holy Prophet would not see one of his companions for three days, he would inquire after them.

He would pray for his companion if he was on a trip, would visit him if he was ill or at home.
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His Personal Affairs

On one of his trips, the holy Prophet dismounted from his camel to prepare for the preliminaries of prayer
but returned immediately, the companions asked: Where are you going? The holy Prophet said: To tie
my she-camel. They said: We will tie her. The holy Prophet said: Do not ever ask for help from others

for your personal Affairs as small as tooth-pick.
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When Visited

Salman al-Farisi has reported: One day, | went to visit the holy Prophet. He was leaning on a cushion.
Seeing me, he placed it for me saying: O Salman! God will forgive every Muslim who places a cushion
for his brother-in-faith to honor him.
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Never Finding Faults With Others

Anas has reported: | was serving the holy Prophet for nine years. Yet | never remember the holy Prophet
having said to me; why have you not done such and such work. He never Found fault with me.

2

L;.EQL:YJIAS;.MM LS 06 & e W ot g 4y e 4l [T 2l Eals 06 il o
L.

His Pleasantries

Husayn Ibn Zeid has been reported as saying: | said to Imam Sadeq: May | be sacrificed for you, did the
holy Prophet ever use humor? The Imam said: God describes him as one endowed with sublime
morality. There is a bit stiffness in all prophets whom God has appointed but He appointed Muhammad
with compassion and mercy. It was out of his compassion that he used humor in relation to his
companions so that his magnanimity will not stop them from looking at them and asking their needs.
Then Imam Sadeq said: Quoting his grandfathers and Imam Ali, my father reported: Whenever the holy
Prophet found one of his companions sorrowful, he would make them happy humor saying: God does
not like one who faces his brothers-in-faith with sour.
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An Example Of His Pleasantries

An old woman from among Ansar asked the holy Prophet to pray for her to enter paradise, the holy
Prophet said: The old people will not enter paradise. The woman started crying. The holy Prophet

started laughing and said: Haven’t you heard God’s words:

"Surely we have made them to grow into a (new) growth, then We made them virgins." (56:35-36)
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A Similar Humor

The holy Prophet said to an old woman of Ashjaiah: The old people do not enter paradise. Bilal found
that woman crying, so he told the Prophet about it. The holy Prophet said: Neither do the black. Both sat
down and started to cry. Abbas saw those two and told the holy Prophet about it. The holy Prophet said:
Nor the old men. After some time, he called them and appeased them saying: God will make all
beautiful, young, and illuminated and will make them enter paradise. Then he added: Those in paradise

are bare, with no hair on their face but their eyes are touched by surmadust.
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His Laughter Before Others Humor

Finding a jar of honey in the hand of a bedouin, a man by the name of Noaiman took it and set out for
Aisha’s house with him, saying: Take it. The holy Prophet who was in Aisha’s house thought it was a gift
from Noaiman but after some time when the bedouin said: O people of house! Return the honey or pay
for it, the holy Prophet know all about it. He paid for the honey and said to Noaiman: Where on earth did
you do it? He said: | know that the messenger of God liked honey on the one hand and the bedouin had
a jar of honey on the other. So | decided to do so. The holy Prophet stared laughing without showing any

sign of displeasure.
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Showing Pleasure Before Others Humor

Moammar Ibn khallad has reported: | said to Abol Hasan: May | be sacrificed for you, there are words
exchanged among people who laugh at them. He said: It is not bad as long as it is not foul. | thought he
meant obscenity. Then he said: A man used come to the holy Prophet giving him a gift and later on
saying: Pay for my gift. The holy Prophet then started laughing and remembered the bedouin’s act

anytime he was sad saying: | wish he would come to us again.
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Shaking Hands When Meeting Others

Whenever the holy Prophet met people, he would take the lead in shaking hands.
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A Person Who Had Feared Him

Ibn-Massood has reported: A man came to the holy Prophet but when he started to speak, he was

overwhelmed with fear. The holy Prophet said: Do not fear, for | am not a king.
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Honoring Those Who Embrace Islam

Jarir Ibn —Abdullah has reported: When the holy Prophet was appointed by God, | went to him to
express my allegiance to him. The holy Prophet said: O Jarir, what are you here for? | said: | came here
to embrace Islam at your hand, O messenger of Allah! Then, the holy Prophet sported his Aba (cloak
open front) for me and then turned to his companions saying: Whenever a nobleman of a tribe comes to

you, honor him.
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Honoring Guests

The holy Prophet honored whomever came to visit him. On many occasions, he spread his Aba for him
and placed his own cushion for him.
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A Man Who Came To Visit Him In Mosque

The holy Prophet was sitting by himself in mosque. At this time, a man entered the mosque and went
towards the holy Prophet who rose up and stood back a little. The man said: O Messenger of Allah! The
space is wide here, for what you stood back? The holy Prophet said: A Muslim’s right to a another

Muslim is to observe his private space and stand back a little.
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Loving Children

The holy Prophet said: There are five Things | will not give up till | pass away...Saluting children is one

so that it will become a tradition after me.

2. %

sl e A &sSH lidall Lo osbus ooleadl JEa Gaell ¥ Sue wadly wle dt Ea o 5w Jt.

U3l 83le oo olasially LalEENS,

Being Kind To Children Was A Habit Of The Messenger Of Allah

Anas Ibn -Malik said: The Messenger of Allah on his way came across several children. He greeted

them and gave food to them.
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Kissing Of His Own Children

A man by the name of Ya’ala Ameri left the presence of the Messenger of Allah for a party to which he
had been invited. He saw Husayn playing with the children in front of the house. After a short while, the
Messenger of Allah along with his companions left home. Seeing Husayn, he opened his arms and
leaving his companions, he went toward Husayn to catch him. The child was running here and there.
The Messenger of Allah was after him smilingly and finally caught him. Putting a hand under the child’s
chin and another hand on his neck, the holy Prophet put his lips on Husayn’s lips and kissed him.
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A Person Who Did Not Kiss His Child

The Messenger of Allah was kidding Hasan and Husayn when a man by the name of Agra Ibn —-Habess
said: O Messenger of Allah! | have ten children but never kissed them. The Messenger of Allah said: It is

not my fault that God has taken the roof of mercy off your heart.
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Eating With The Needy

At the time of the Messenger of Allah, the needy passed the night in mosque. One night, the Messenger
of Allah ate food cooked in a stone-pot with thirty of them near the pulpit and sent the remaining food for

his wives. They ate their fill too.
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His Behavior Toward Female Bedouins

Quoting Imam Sadeq Hasan Saiqgel has reported: A Bedouin woman passed by the Messenger of Allah
who was sitting on the ground. She said: O Messenger of Allah! You eat and sit as a servant does. The

Messenger of Allah said: Woe to you! Which servant is there to be better than me? She said: Give me a



morsel of what you are eating. He gave her a morsel. She said: No, give out of what is in your mouth.
The messenger of Allah gave her out of food in his mouth. Imam Sadeq said: The woman was never

afflicted with any pain as long as she lived.
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His Forbearance Towards The Bedouins Impudence

It has been reported that a bedouin of Bani-Solaim tribe had come from desert with a lizard. But the
animal escaped and he went after it. Catching the animal, he put it in his sleeve and came towards the
holy Prophet crying loudly: O Muhammad! You are an enchanter and a liar. You believe that there is a
God who has appointed you over everything. | swear by the Lat and Ozza! | would kill you with my
sword and rid all of you if | did not have the fear of being called hasty by my tribe. At this moment Omar
khattab rose up to attack him. The messenger of Allah said: Sit down, O Aba Hafass. The forbearing
person is hoped to enjoy Prophethood. Then the holy Prophet turned to that bedouin, saying: O brother
of Bani-Solaim! Thus treated us the Arabs. They attacked on us and were harsh in their speech. O
Bedouin! | swear by God who has truthfully raised me as a messenger, anyone harming us in this world
will be in the Fire in the hereafter.
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Facing The People’s Impudence

Anas has reported; | was with the holy Prophet while he was wearing a striped garment with a rough
hem. At this time, a bedouin came pulling the garment in a way that its hem injured the holy Prophet’s
neck. The bedouin said: O Muhammad! Load these two camels of mine with God’s wealth which is with
you, for it is neither yours nor that of your father. The Messenger of Allah kept silent and then said: The



wealth belongs To Allah and | too am His servant. Shall | do to you what you did? The bedouin said: No,
for you do not recompense evil with evil. The Messenger of Allah smiled and then ordered to load one of

his camels with oat and another with date.
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Accepting An Apology

Habbar Ibn —-Muttalib is the one who horrified Zeinab, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah into
aborting her child. Hence, the holy Prophet declared the shedding of his blood permissible. He came to
the holy Prophet apologizing for his bad deed, saying: O messenger of Allah! We were atheists but God
guided us through you and saved us from perdition. Now forgive my ignorance and what has befallen
you. | admit my bad deed. The messenger of Allah said: | forgave you. Know that God has been most

kind to you for guiding you unto Islam. Islam too forgoes the era of ignorance.
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His Attitude Towards Abusive Poet

Abdullah Ibn -Zaba’ari As—-Sahmi was one of the most famous poets among Quraish who dispraised
Muslims in his poems urging others to kill them. Reportedly, he had gone so far in his satirizing that he
was even impudent to the Messenger of Allah. On the conquest day of Mecca, he fled but after a few
days came back to the holy Prophet apologizingly. The holy Prophet accepted his apology and he too
became a Muslim. While embracing Islam and offering his apology, he composed a quatrain the prose
translation of which is as follows: | beg your pardon. The pardon of one whom | used to abuse. | was
bewildered and astray. Then forgive my offense. May my parents be sacrificed for you, for you are truly

the giver of mercy and receiver of mercy.
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Looking Into People’s Needs

One of the features of the holy Prophet was that he would always warmly welcome the learned men and
honored them to the extent of their virtues in religion. The holy Prophet met their demands accordingly.
The Messenger of Allah encouraged them to remove their flaws, asked them about the ummah
(community) and made necessary remarks saying: Let those who are present convey my message to
those who are absent and convey to me demands of those who have no access to me. Let it be known
to you that whoever takes the needs of them to a king, God will make his step firm on the Day of

judgment.
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Observing Others Turn

It has been reported that a man of Ansar (the Helpers) came to the holy Prophet and asked a question.
Then there came a man of Thagif clan. The Messenger of Allah said: O brother of Thagafi! the Ansari

has come before you. Wait until it is your turn.
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An Uninvited Guest

A tribe of Medina invited the Messenger of Allah along with five of his companions to dine with them. On
the way a sixth person joined them. When they reached the house, the holy Prophet said to that man:

You have not been invited. Wait here till | get permission for You.

P

L6 (el Ol ek d Dlaals U sgaiin alal ) 2ialt Jal oo 258 ol ale oIl Jin Sle33



‘_Jjurjwm wmrJAJuJu{,jmuuwlydms rhLilad ol 18500 Gashll s 8 58
) oy sy G ol 3835 i ula i

Carrying Goods Home

The Messenger of Allah used to personally carry home whatever he bought. The person accompanying
him would say: O Messenger of Allah! Let me carry it. But the holy Prophet said: The owner of goods is
best to carry them.
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Planting Trees And Milking With His Own Hands

The Messenger of Allah used to suck the stone of date in his mouth and then put it in the ground to

grow.
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Imam Sadeq said: The Messenger of Allah used to milk goat with his own hands for his family.
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How Would He Walk?

Ibn-Abbas has reported that the Messenger of Allah used to walk in a way that showed he was neither
week ill.
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How He Would Drink Water

Imam Sadeq has reported that when the Messenger of Allah was drinking water, he would say: Praise is
due to Allah who has given us the clean, pleasant and sweet water not the bitter or salty one and did not
take us to task for our sins.
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Avoiding Eating Hot Food

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a hot food was taken for the holy Prophet. He
said: God has not set us the food out of fire. Let it get cool. Truly hot food is not blessed, for Satan has a
share in it.
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Contentment With Bread And Vinegar

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when the Messenger of Allah entered
UmmSalamah’s house, she brought him a piece of bread. The holy Prophet said: Is there any stew
here? She said: No, O Messenger of Allah! There is nothing but vinegar. He said: What an excellent
thing is vinegar, for any house having vinegar will not taste poverty (to be content with bread and

vinegar)
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The Night He Retired To Bed Hungry

Anas Ibn Malik has reported: | served the Messenger of Allah for ten years. During this time, he never
said fie to me or why have you done this and have not done that. When the holy Prophet observed fast,
he usually broke it with milk, pieces of a loaf, and sherbet in the evenings and Sahar (dawn). One day, |
knew that the holy Prophet was fasting; so | arranged for his Iftar but he did not appear for his
companions had invited him. So | drank the milk myself and retired. But the holy Prophet entered the
house an hour after night prayer. So | asked one who was with him whether the holy Prophet had eaten
anywhere or had been invited by companions. The answer was no. Only God knew how ashamed | was
that night. There was nothing | would be able to offer if the holy Prophet asked for food. Nevertheless,
he went to bed hungry and rose up hungry at dawn while he was still fasting. The Messenger of Allah

never mentioned it during his lifetime.
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Eating A Little And Fearing God

The messenger of Allah said: We are people who do not eat unless we are hungry and when we eat, we
do not eat our fill.
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Imam Sadeq said: The Messenger of Allah liked nothing in world more than going without food and
fearing God.
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The Messenger of Allah never ate his fill.
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Quoting his father and grandfather, Imam Reza reported: Imam Ali said: | was digging the moat with the
Messenger of Allah. In the meantime, Fatima came bringing with her a piece of bread which she offered
to her father. The Messenger of Allah said: What is this? She said: This is a loaf of bread | have baked

for Hasan and Husayn. | have brought you a piece of it. The Messenger of Allah said: O Fatima! This is

the first meal | have after three days.
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Aisha said: Three days passed yet the Messenger of Allah did not eat his fill till he passed away. He

could eat his fill but he had opted it for himself.
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Milk Mixed With Honey

Imam Sadeq reported: The messenger of Allah broke his fast in Qoba Mosque one Thursday evening
and then said: Is there any drinks left? A man by the name of Aous Ibn -Howli Ansari brought the holy
Prophet a bowl of milk mixed with honey. The holy Prophet sipped at it saying: One of these two drinks
will suffice. | will not drink any more nor will | forbid it. This is due to my humbleness before God.
Whoever is humble before God, God will raise him to high positions and whoever is arrogant, God will
abase him. Whoever is moderate in earning a living, God will give him sustenance. Whoever is
extravagant God will derive him of sustenance. And Whoever remembers death frequently, God will love

him.
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His Food And Fuel

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: Do not ever be covetous of one who is above you
and sufficient is what God said to the Messenger: Let not their wealth and children surprise you. And
Also God said:

And do not stretch your eyes after that with which we have provided different classes of them,
(of) the splendor of this worlds life. (20:131)
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And if you fear to be so, remember the life of the Messenger whose food being oat bread, his sweet
being date and his fuel being the branches of date tree, whenever found.
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His Heedlessness To The World’s Glitter

Ibn-Sanan has quoted Imam Sadeq as saying: A man came to the Messenger of Allah while he was
sitting on a straw mat leaving its impression on his body and having a pillow of date bark leaving under

his head impression on his face.

Drawing his hand on the holy Prophet’s body, the man said: Kassra and Kaiser were not content with
this way of living, for they used to sleep on fine silk and brocade but you are sitting on this straw mat?!
The Messenger of Allah said: | amw superior and more noble than those two. | swear by God that | have
nothing to do with the example of a rider who passes by a shady tree, takes a rest under it and departs

when the shade disappears.
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The Impression Of Straw Mat On His Side

It had been reported on the authority of Ibn -Abbass that once Omar came to the holy Prophet while he
was sitting on a straw mat with its impression on his two sides. Omar said: O messenger of Allah! | wish
you would choose another mat. The holy Prophet said: What have | to do with the world. The example of
me and the world is the example of a rider who, on a summer day, rests under a shady tree for an hour

and then departs.
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The Messenger of Allah never took heed of what made him attached to the world.
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A House Devoid Of Luxury

Ibn Abi-Yafoor has quoted Imam Sadeq as saying: A man of Ansar sent a bowl of date for the
Messenger of Allah as a gift. The holy Prophet said to the maid servant who had brought it: Go into the
room and bring me a bowl or a plate if you can find any. She went inside but returned empty-handed.
The Messenger of Allah cleaned part of the ground with the corner of his garment, saying: Put it here.
Then he said: By God in whose hands my life is. The world is worth a mosquito or it would not have
been given to atheists of hypocrites.
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The Blessed 12 Dirhams

The Messenger of Allah gave Imam Ali twelve Dirhams to buy him a shirt. Imam Ali says: | went to the
market and bought a shirt for twelve Dirhams. Seeing the shirt, the holy Prophet said: | want a different
shirt, can the seller take it back? | said: | do not know and took the shirt to the seller saying: The
messenger of Allah wants a less expensive shirt. Kindly take it back. The man took it back and refunded
the money. Hence the Messenger of Allah and | left for the market to buy another shirt. On the way, the
Messenger of Allah saw a slave girl weeping. The Messenger of Allah asked; what is your crying for?
She said: O Messenger of Allah! My master gave me four Dirhams to buy something but I lost it. Hence |

do not dare to go back home.

The Messenger of Allah gave four Dirhams to her telling her to go back home. Then we went to the
market together and he bought a shirt for four Dirhams, wore it and thanked god and set out. On the way
the Messenger of Allah saw a man who was bare and saying: Who will cover me so that God will cover
him with heavenly garment. The Messenger of Allah took off his shirt and gave it to man and returned to
the market to buy another shirt for four Dirhams. He wore the shirt and thanked God and set out for

home. On the way he saw the same slave girl sitting in a corner.

The Messenger of Allah said: Why did not you go home.? She said: | am late and afraid to be beaten.
The Messenger of Allah said: Come with me and show the house of your master. Coming at the door,
the Messenger of Allah said: Peace at the upon you, O the people of the house! They did not answer.
The Messenger of Allah saluted again but there was no answer. He saluted for the third time. This time,
they said: And peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah and a mercy of Allah and his blessings. The

Messenger of Allah said: How come you did not answer the first and second time | saluted you? They



said; We heard your salaam but we liked to hear it again and again. The Messenger of Allah said: This
girl is late. Do not take her to task. They said: We set her free thanks to your coming here. The
Messenger of Allah said: Thanks God! | saw no more blessed 12 Dirhams than this, for it clothed two

bare men and set a slave free.
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Care For Children

It has been reported on the authority of Ummel-Fazl, the wife of Abbas lbn -Abdul-Motalleb, Imam
Husayn’s nurse: One day the Messenger of Allah took from me Husayn who was then an infant. The
infant made the holy Prophet’s garment wet. | sharply took away the infant from the Messenger of Allah
in a way that he started crying. The holy Prophet said: O Ummel-Fazl! My garment can be cleaned and
purified but what can remove the displeasure of my son, Husayn?
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Care For Children’s Personality

The Messenger of Allah was preparing for prayer while Hasan was with him. The holy Prophet kept him
on his side and rose up for prayer. One of the holy Prophet’s prostrations lasted longer than usual. The
reporter of this Hadith says: Raising my head after prostration, | saw that Hasan was sitting on the holy
Prophet’s shoulders. When the prayer was completed, those present in mosque said: O Messenger of
Allah! We had not seen such long prostration before. We thought that you are being inspired. The
Messenger of Allah said: | was not being inspired! My son was on my shoulder so | did not want to

hasten and to put him down. Therefore, | waited for the child to come down himself.
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Behavior Towards Other Children

The holy Prophet’s behavior toward children was such that when he returned from a trip, he would stop
and order to bring children to him. Then he would take some of them in his arms, put some others on his
back and shoulder and order his companions to take them in arms and put them on their shoulders.
Children were filled with joy and would never forget its sweet memory. On many occasions when they
would get together, they used to tell the story for one another. Taking pride in it, one would say: The holy
Prophet took me in his arms but he put you on his back. The other one would say: The holy Prophet

ordered his companions to put you on their back.
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Being Kind To Children While Praying

The holy Prophet was performing prayer with a group of Muslims in a certain place. Imam Husayn was
then a small child. Now when the holy Prophet went into prostration, Husayn sat on the holy Prophet’s
back while moving his legs and saying: Go! go! Every time the holy Prophet raised his head from
prostration, he would take and put him at his side on the ground. This was repeated several times. A
Jew, seeing it, come to the holy Prophet after the prayer and said: You treat your children in a way we
never treat them. The holy Prophet said: Should you believe in Allah and His messenger, You would be



kind to children. The holy Prophet’s kindness to the child impressed the Jew so much that he said: | truly

believe in Allah and his messenger. He had truly embraced Islam.
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Shortening Of Prayer

The Messenger of Allah was such that whenever in prayer he heard a child crying, he would shorten or
performed it more quickly so that the child’s mother who was in the congregational prayer would take

care of the child.
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Not Rejecting Any Needy Person

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: The Messenger of Allah was such that he would

never reject any needy person. He would give away if he had anything or would say: May God give it!
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Giving Away His Own Shirt

It had been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: The Messenger of Allah was such that whoever
asked anything from him, he would give it to him. One day a woman sent her son to the Messenger of
Allah saying: Go to him and ask something from him and in case he says | do not have anything with

me, say: Give me your own shirt. The boy came to the holy Prophet and he gave away his own shirt
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The Most Generous Man On The Earth

Gabriel said: | have examined all families on the earth but found no one to be more generous than the

Messenger of Allah in giving away his possessions.
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His Generosity In The Eye Of Imam Ali

Imam Ali has reported that the holy Prophet was the most generous and honorable among people. Any

one associating with him started to love him.
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An Ailing Beggar On His Knees

It has been reported that a companion was in the holy Prophet’s house. While they were eating, a
disabled beggar came to the door. The appearance of the beggar was such that every one was reluctant
to make contact with him. Giving him permission to enter the house, the holy Prophet made him sit on
his knees and inviting him to eat with them. A man from Qureish who was there showed disgust and

averted from him. As a result, that man of Queish died with the same disability.
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Kind Behavior Towards The Poor

It has been reported that a man came to the holy Prophet asking him to give him something. The holy
Prophet said: There is nothing with us for the moment but come along with me. If anything is brought to
us, | will give it to you. Omar said; O Messenger of Allah! God has not made you duty-bound to what is



beyond your power. The holy Prophet did not like this comment. The man said: Give alms and fear not
the Possessor of the throne for its being a little. The Messenger of Allah liked these words, smiled and

joy could be seen in his face.

One who is hopeful of his favor will never be deprived of it nor will a neighbor return from his house

without being honored.
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His Foster Mother

Abot-Tofeil says: Being a small boy, | saw a woman coming to visit the holy Prophet who spread his
cloak for her. The woman sat on it. | asked who this woman was. | was told she was his foster mother.
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Respect For Foster Sister

Imam Sadeq has reported: One day the holy Prophet’s sister came to visit him. The holy Prophet who
was happy spread his sheet for her to sit on it and started talking with her. He looked at her face and
Laughed with her. When his foster sister left and her brother came, the holy Prophet did not receive him
warmly. It was asked: O Messenger of Allah! How come you treated her better than him. The holy

Prophet said: she was more kind to her parents than he was.

No

24 ¢ 5.

Leall S5 T8 cae Lm0 (e sl il (T T e ) T ) 0 &) 20t ke alll e oif Jts
oo Lasal 2lad wiads wols 3 dlggaly 3 daay Lhaas Jal o ale (ula (6 L GEA0 Bl Ly S
Losad g 5af il (Y S SRS 585 4 pheai o Lo sl Cuailn alll Jgmy o 488 (g pim Lo 4 s

dia.



Meeting People’s Demand Between 2 Prayers

It has been reported that the holy Prophet used to shorten his prayer when he saw that some one was
sitting near him. He would complete his prayer, would ask about his demand and after meeting his

demand would continue with his prayer again.
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In His Headquarters

During one of the battles, the holy Prophet was saying his prayer in his headquarters. At this time some
riding Muslims passed by him. They stopped and inquired after the holy Prophet. Praying for the holy
Prophet and saying that they would wait for him to complete his prayer if they were not in a hurry, the
riders left that place. When the holy Prophet was through with his prayer, he turned to the companions
wrathfully and said: it is strange that a group of Muslims stopped before you while inquiring after me and

sending their greetings but you did not respect them nor did you prepare any food for them.
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A Thirsty Cat

Imam Ali said: While the Messenger of Allah was performing ablution, the cat of the house took refuge to
him. The Messenger of Allah knew that the cat was thirsty. So he took the bowl of water to the cat which

drank from the bowl. Then the Messenger of Allah used the rest of water for ablution.
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The Holy Prophet And Bedouin

It has been reported that a nomadic rough Arab came to the holy Prophet demanding a charity. The holy
Prophet gave him something. But he was not pleased. The holy Prophet said: Was | benefactor? The
man said: No. The companions lost their temper and were about to harm him but the Holy Prophet
prohibited them. Later on, the Prophet took bedouin to his home and favored him with some more. The
Prophet asked: Am | a benefactor? The man said: Yes. May Allah bless you and your family.

The holy Prophet said to him: You uttered harsh words which provoked the wrath of my companions.
Now that you have said kind words in my presence, could you repeat the same in front of my
companions so as to ease the wrath which they have against you. The bedouin agreed. The following
day the holy Prophet turned his face to his companions and said: This man says he is pleased with me.
The bedouin replied: Yes! He repeated what he had said privately to the holy Prophet. Then the
Messenger of Allah said: the example of me and this man is like a man whose camel startled and ran

away.

The people began shouting and running after the camel, thinking they would help the camel’s owner. But
the camel hoicked more and speeded up. The owner of the camel shouted: Let my camel be at ease. |
know better how to calm it. So he went and picked up a handful of herbs and took his position gently in
front of the camel. Then he easily grasped the bridle of his camel and set out on his way. The holy
Prophet said: If | had let you free yesterday, surely you would have killed this poor bedouin.
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Negus’ Envoys

It has been reported on the authority of Abi-Qatadah: When Negus’ envoys came to the holy Prophet,
he personally received them. His companions said: We are prepared to receive them in your place. But
the holy Prophet said: When our companions had gone there, they were honored. Therefore, | would like

to recompense too.
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The Son Of Hatam Tai

Imam Ali said: When Adi Ibn -Hatam came to the holy Prophet, the Messenger of Allah took him to his
home where there was nothing but a straw mat. The holy Prophet spread it for him and sat on the

ground himself.
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His Detachment From The World

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: One day the messenger of Allah left home while
he was sad. At this moment, an angel came to him with keys to all the world treasures. The angel said:
O Muhammad! These are keys to the world. Your Lord says: Open and take of it whatever you wish, for
nothing will be reduced of what is with Me. The Messenger of Allah said: The world is the home of one
who has no home and whoever accumulates wealth for the world, is not wise. The angle said: By God
who appointed you truthfully, | heard the same in the fourth heaven from the angel who gave me the

keys.
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Living A Simple Life

The Messenger of Allah was brought a gift. He found no bowl to put the gift in. He said: Put it on the
ground, | am a servant like the other servants of God.
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Good Behavior

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: One day when Aisha was with the holy Prophet, a
man came to the door and asked for permission to visit him. The holy Prophet said: He is a bad brother
for the tribe. Aisha rose up and went inside the room, the holy Prophet gave him permission to enter and
treated him kindly. When the man left, Aisha said: O Messenger of Allah! You said he was not a good
man yet you treated him kindly. The holy Prophet said: The worst servants of Allah are those with whom

people are reluctant to associate due to their bad language.
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Conclusion Of Speech

It has been reported that whenever the holy Prophet completed his speech and intended to rise up, he
would say: O God, forgive us our sins, our faults, what we have done intentionally, openly or secretly
and what You know of us best. You are the Giver and the Retarder. There is no god but You.
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Flattery

A bedouin came to the holy Prophet saying: Aren’t you superior to us in terms of both ancestor and
children? You were superior to us in the era of ignorance and you are our leader in Islam now. The holy

Prophet became furious saying: Behind how many veils does your tongue lie? He replied: Two veils



namely lips and teeth. The holy Prophet said: Neither of two could avert the vehemence and freedom of
your tongue. Then he said: Among all things given to man, there is nothing more harmful than glibness
for his hereafter, Then in order to silence that man, he ordered Imam Ali to cut that man’s tongue.
People thought Imam Ali was going to cut that man’s tongue but he gave him a few Dirhams and the

man kept silent.
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False Esteem

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a man of Bani-Fahd was beating his slave in a
thorough-fare. The slave was constantly seeking refuge in Allah hoping that the name of Allah would

stop his master from beating him.

The holy Prophet happened to pass by. Seeing the holy Prophet, the slave sought refuge in Muhammad.
Hearing the name of Muhammad, the master of the slave stopped beating him. Addressing the man, the
holy Prophet said: This slave was seeking refuge with Allah but you didn’t care. However, when he
sought refuge in Muhammad, you stopped seating him. Whereas Allah is the one in Whom one should
seek refuge. Being aware of his bad deed, the master set the slave free for the sake of Allah. The
Messenger of Allah said: By the one who has appointed me as a Prophet, your face would be burnt in

fire if you did not set him free.
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Exaggeration

Imam Ali has said: One day the Messenger of Allah came to a group of his companions. Joyfully and
politely they said: Hail our Master and Lord! The Messenger of Allah became angry saying: Do not
speak like that. Rather say: Hail our Prophet and the Messenger of our Lord! Speak truthfully. Do not

exaggerate in your speech or you will go astray.
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Seeking Heal From His Aba (Cloak)

Bahre Saga has quoted Imam Sadeq as saying: Good temper brings about joy. Then, he said: Would
you like me to tell you a hadith none of the people of Medina knows? | said: Yes. Then the Imam said:
One day when the messenger of Allah was in mosque, a small girl of Ansar entered the mosque and
caught hold of the holy Prophet’s Aba (cloak). The Messenger of Allah rose up without saying anything.
The girl too did not say anything. This was repeated for three times. When the holy Prophet rose up for
the fourth time, the girl was behind him. Having pulled a thread of the holy Prophet’s Aba, the girl left the
mosque. People asked the girl: What was it you were doing to the holy Prophet by driving him into a
corner, for neither you nor the holy Prophet were saying anything, what did you mean? She said: There
is a person sick in our home. So they sent me to take a thread of the holy Prophet’s Aba so that he will
be healed. | decided to do it myself but the holy Prophet noticed it and | was ashamed. | did not want to
ask him either. Therefore | eventually managed to take a thread of his Aba.
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Shaking Hands

Imam Sadeq has reported: Meeting Hozaigah, the holy Prophet stretched his hand for shaking hands
with him but Hozaigah held back his hand. The holy Prophet said: O Hozaigah, | stretched my hand
towards you but you are holding back your hand? Hozaiqah said: O Messenger of Allah! | am willing to
shake hand with you but since | am polluted, | don’t want to touch your hand. The holy Prophet said:
Don’t you know that when Muslims shake hands when meeting, their sins will fall down like the leaves of

a tree.
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Two Circles Of Believers

One day when the holy Prophet entered the Mosque, his glance fell on two groups, one engaged in
prayers and supplications while the other busy in discussing the Islamic sciences. Being asked about
them, the holy Prophet said: Both groups are engaged in useful activities but the group engaged in
teaching and learning is superior and he sat with them.
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Zeal

The Messenger of Allah said: Prophet Ibrahim was zealous but | am more zealous than him. May God

curse believers and Muslims who have no zeal.
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Seeking Help From God On The Day Of Badr

Imam Ali said: On the day of Badr, | went to see what the holy Prophet was doing with the strong enemy
on the horrible scene. | found him prostrating and saying constantly: O the Living One, O the self-
subsisting! | waited for some time but he was still in prostration and kept on saying the same words till

God made him victorious in the battle.

2~ - g

;/Al'l»ibg;:?u@ugm@%&"één i;!::‘-nthé-lu:j&fum}"i, gqaﬁgﬁm:;ﬁdl%i‘_&au
0l 6 o 5 e D5ty dlls e B ol Sond i Gatd b

Listening To The Holy Quran

Ibn—-Masood says: The Messenger of Allah said: Recite for me some verses of the Quran. Ibn-Masood
said: shall | recite for you the holy Quran while it has been revealed to you? The holy Prophet said: Yes,



| like to have the pleasure of listening to it. Ibon-Masood says: | started reciting the Chapter of An-Nisa

(the women) until | reached the following verse:

“(O Prophet) How will it be, then, when We bring from every people a witness and bring you as a

witness against these?” (4:41)

Just as | recited the verse, the Prophet wept and then said: Indeed, that is enough for today.
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Weeping

The messenger of Allah used to weep for fear of God so much that his prayer mat would become wet

though he had committed no sin.
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Showing No Desire For Revenge

It has been recorded in 28s that the Messenger of Allah never revenged himself on any one, rather he

forgave all those who persecuted him.
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Forbidding Backbiting

The Messenger of Allah used to say to his companions: Do not talk behind each other’s back before me,

for | like to come to you with a sound heart.
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Enjoying No Privilege

It has been reported on the authority of Abu Dharr that the Messenger of Allah used to sit among the

companions without any privilege and any one not knowing him had to ask which one he was.

Abu Dharr says: We asked the holy Prophet to give permission to make a bench for him so that
newcomers would recognize him. Having acquired the permission, we made a bench of clay on which

the holy Prophet would sit and we too took a seat on his two sides.

y,r’gji@;;ﬁ;wmi@;;qu:j@b@;g;@;%g&ainuiié&rijw;;,&;;Ju;i@f&;

leale Sulag OISE ok e (K5) G & i ST 13) Ly 300 &6 57 s S of it ) dd O i

R

w

His Trustworthiness

Imam Sadeq has been quoted as saying: Do not breach trust, for the Messenger of Allah would return to

its owner even if he was given a needle and thread in trust.
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Keeping Promise

Imam Sadeq has been quoted as saying: The Messenger of Allah who had an appointment with a man
by the side of a rocky place, waited for a long time but the man did not show up. The sun was extremely
hot in a way that the holy Prophet suffered pain. A companion said: O Messenger of Allah! How good it
was if you would go to shade from sunlight. The holy Prophet said: | had made arrangement to meet him

in this place. If he does not come, it is his fault.
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Eating With Guests

Quoting his brother, Musa lbn -Ja’afar, Ali lbn -Ja’afar reported that whenever the Messenger of Allah

received guests, he would eat with them and would not stop eating till the guests would stop.
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Never Speaking Ironically

It has been reported on the authority of Mas’adah: | heard from Imam Sadeq saying to his disciples: Do
not taunt one who is your friend with his flaws nor reproach him for his wrongs, for this is not part of the
ethos of the Messenger of God nor those of the Imams.
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Salutation And Greeting

The Messenger of Allah would meet the demand of anyone coming to him with a need whether he was a
free man or a slave (Man or woman). He was not harsh or bad-tempered. He never raised his voice on
the marketplace. He never recompensed evil with evil but forgave all wrongs. He was the first to greet

whomever he met.
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Moral Mission

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted as saying: | have been tutored by God and Ali has been
tutored by me. My Lord has enjoined me generosity and good deeds and has forbidden me envy and
tyranny.
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Eating With Others

Imam Sadeq has reported that whenever the Messenger of Allah ate with people, he was the first to eat

and the last to stop eating. In this way people were not ashamed of eating.
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Never Disgracing People

The holy Prophet was such that when it was said that someone had done something wrong, he never

blamed him in the presence of others so as not to disgrace him.

? P

J L : JJAJUSJJU;AAJIJLAJAJVJ;JLJAJJI&@murjmm&amu}wwg

Equal Division

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a certain amount of goods was brought to the
holy Prophet. The Messenger of Allah decided to divide it among the companions of Soffeh but since it
was not much, some of them could not have a share. So the Messenger of Allah went to the deprived
ones apologizingly lest they would become broken-hearted saying: | was brought something. | wanted to
divide it equally among you but it was not enough. So | gave it only to those feared to be hungry and

impatient.
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Weight-Lifter

The Messenger of Allah passed by a gathering among whom there was a man who could lift a big stone.
People were amazed with his strength. Seeing it the holy Prophet asked: What is this gathering for?
People told him about the strong man lifting a big stone. The Messenger of Allah said: Do you know who
is stronger than this man? Stronger than this man is one who is abused but he can endure it and one
who overcomes his carnal desire, the Satan of himself and the Satan of the abuser.
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In Ummi-Salmah’s Home

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: The Messenger of Allah was one night in Ummi-
Salamah’s house. It was midnight when Ummi-Salamah woke up and noticed that the holy Prophet was
not in his bed. She was worried about what had happened. She got up and began to search for the
Prophet. She found the holy Prophet standing up in a dark corner, raising his hands towards the sky,
shedding tears and saying: "O God! Do not take from me the good things that you have granted me Do
not let the enemy and the jealous blame me! My God! Do not let me return to the evils from which you

have saved me! My God! Do not leave me alone as much as the twinkling of an eye!

Hearing these words, Ummi-Salama started crying. The Messenger of Allah who noticed it asked: Why
are you crying? She said: May my parents be sacrificed for you. Why should | not cry? You who have
such a rank and great position with God and you fear Him to the extent that you ask Him not to leave
you alone for a moment! So, woe to me and other persons like me! The holy Prophet said: How could |
feel sure and not fear!? Prophet Yunus was left alone for a moment and it befell him what you know

about it.
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Endeavor In Prayer

It has been reported on the authority of Abdullah that O mar Ibn -khattab came to the Messenger of
Allah while he was very ill or had fever. Omar said: O Messenger of Allah! How high your temperature
is? The holy Prophet said: Yet it did not prevent me from reciting thirty chapters of the holy Quran
among which seven were the longest. Omar said: O Messenger of Allah! Allah has forgiven you your
faults in the past and in the future and yet you make such an endeavor!? The holy Prophet said: Should

| not be then a thankful servant?

i][)l:qé"iw’ 2206 s Sdge a3 dlly ale o Ta @leb@g&éwﬁiulwlmw‘,&&



L8

el el Sy 8 sl i EL00 S5 o 5 i Lo :Jla s f G2 D Lo ol g U 50

5ST AT e 8 SSlea ! s giad Cafly S50 Lo Bl e 206 L T a1 52 o1 g b 5k S
1 s<ls 1.
Prostration

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that the Messenger of Allah never woke up without

falling in prostration to God — Almighty and Glorified.
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Daily Praise And Thanks

The Messenger of Allah used to thank God 360 times that is the number of blood vessels saying: All

praise is due to the Lord of the worlds.
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Repentance

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that the Messenger of Allah used to repent seventy

times a day without having committed any sin saying: | repent unto Allah.
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Thankfulness

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that the Messenger of Allah who was riding his
she-camel on a trip came down from the camel, unexpectedly performed five prostrations and then
mounted his camel. His companions said; O Messenger of Allah! We saw you doing what you would not
do before. The Messenger of Allah said: Yes Gabriel came to me with several glad tidings from Allah —
Almighty and Glorified. Therefore, | performed one prostration for every glad tiding.
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Ibrahim

Anas Ibn -Malek has been quoted as saying: | saw that the holy Prophet’s son, Ibrahim was dying.
Shedding tears, the Messenger of Allah said: Eyes are weeping and heart is sorrowful. | do not say
anything save what pleases our Lord and we are sorrowful for you O Ibrahim.
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His Wrath

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Ali that the Messenger of Allah was never wrathful for the

sake of the worldly affairs but when he was wrathful for the sake of God, no one could change his mind.
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When Riding

When the Messenger of Allah was riding, he would not let anyone to go with him on foot. The holy
Prophet either make him ride with him and in case he did not accept, the Messenger of Allah would say:

You go first and wait for me in a certain place.
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Inhibition

The holy Prophet has been quoted as saying: Among the first things from which my Lord inhibited me

was quarrel with people.
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How He Would Walk?

It has been reported that the Messenger of Allah would take his steps fast when on a trip and when he
reached a vast desert, his pace became faster. A companion of his has said: | saw no one faster than

the Messenger of Allah in walking as if the earth contracted under. His feet and we could hardly catch up

with him.
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He And The Orphans

When Ja’afar Tayyar son of Abo-Taleb was martyred in a battle and the news reached Medina, the
Messenger of Allah went to his house. Addressing his wife, Asma the daughter of Amees, the holy
Prophet said: Bring me the children of Ja’afar. He took them into his arms, smelled them and was kind to
them. Abdullah Ibn -Ja’afar says: | remember well the day the Messenger of Allah came to my mother,

gave the news of my father’s martyrdom and then drew his hand on my head and my brother’s head.
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Condolence To The Son Of Zeid Ibn -Hareseh

When Zeid Ibn -Hareseh was martyred, the Messenger of Allah went to see his family. Seeing the holy
Prophet, Zeid’s daughter burst into tears in a way that the holy Prophet too started crying. A companion
asked: O Messenger of Allah! What state was it? The holy Prophet said: This is the eagerness of a

friend towards his friend.
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Visiting The Sick And Taking Part In Funeral

It has been reported on the authority of Anas Ibn -Malek that the Messenger of Allah used to visit the
sick, take part in the funeral of Muslims, accept the slaves’ invitation and ride on an ass. On the day of
Khaybar, Gorayzah and Nazeer, he rode on an ass whose rein was a rope of date fiber with sackcloth

underneath him.
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Prayer For The Unjust

It has been reported that when four teeth of the Messenger of Allah were broken and his face was hurt in
the Battle of Ohod, his companions became upset, so they said: O Messenger of Allah! We wish that
you would curse them! The Messenger of Allah said: | was not delegated to curse people but to pray

and be a mercy for them. O God! Guide my people for they do not know the truth.
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Explanation

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn-Abbas that whenever the Messenger of Allah related a

hadith or was asked a question, he would repeat it three times to make it fully understood.
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When He Felt Proud

Whenever the Messenger of Allah saw a Jew, a Christian, a Sabian, a Zoroastrian or any other person
of non-Muslims, he used to say: Praise is due to Allah who has made me excel you with Islam being my
faith, the holy Quran my book, Prophethood my mission, Ali being my Minister, my brothers being the
believers and Ka’aba being my Qibla.

emyrziw;u& Faals of . L&@j&@j&@j Goser sy 13] T agle el s ol 5wy S

2SI Ulsa] e 3ty Lol (ol G w2ars GUS o315 G pdwly Sile aliad il o) 2acl s



Humiliating Others

Imam Bager and Imam Sadeq have been polyquoted as saying: Abu Dharr humiliated a man by calling
him, O son of a black since his mother was black. The Messenger of Allah said: O Abu Dharr! Are you
humiliating him because of his mother?! Abu Dharr rubbed his head and face against the earth

(regretted) so much that the Messenger of Allah was pleased with him.
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Three Other Virtues

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq Allah would never answer negatively to people’s
demands. He would give to needy person if he had something with him. If he had nothing with him, he
would say God willing it would be fulfilled. He would never reproach people because of their wrong acts
and he would participate in battles along with other combatants since the time the Quranic verse "Fight

them in Allah’s way; this is not imposed on you except in relation to yourself' was revealed to him.
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Camel Race

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a bedouin came to the holy Prophet saying: O
Messenger Allah! Would you like your she-camel to race with my she-camel? The Messenger of Allah

accepted it and the Bedouin happened to win the race.
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Brushing The Teeth

It has been reported that the Messenger of Allah would never go to bed without having toothbrush at his
bedside. He would brush his teeth when he woke up and would say: | have been enjoined to brush my
teeth in a way | feared it would become an obligatory act.
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Brushing The Teeth At Night

The holy Prophet used to brush his teeth three times a night, once before going to bed, the second time
when he woke up for performing night prayer and the third time before the morning prayer.
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New Clothes

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn —Abbas that whenever the Messenger of Allah wore new

clothes, he would praise Allah and then performed two Rak’at prayer.
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In Prayer

When supplicating, the Messenger of Allah used to raise his two hands as a needy person begging food.
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The Holy Prophet’'s Oaths

One of the oaths taken by the holy Prophet was: Nay, | seek forgiveness of Allah.
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Kissing The Hand Of A Worker

Anas Ibn -Malek reported: When the Messenger of Allah was returning from Tabook battle, a man by
the name of Sa’ad Ansari welcomed the holy Prophet shaking hand with him, finding that the man’s
hands coarse, the holy Prophet said: What has happened to your hands? The man said: O Messenger
of Allah! | have wielded spade and rope so much that my hands have become coarse. | earn my living in
this way. Kissing the man’s hands, the holy Prophet said: This is the hand the Fire will not touch.

8z - s A

NMSJMYIMMIJ\Wé})&w;ﬁﬁILQ.]‘L”\S‘LLLL‘UJI&A“JIJ\}LUJulL”LQuJQMJI(SJJ

F

e Eall slaualls Sall u).«cl Al Yy G I $8L4T LisT sall 1 L 6 g Ty e 1 L it

P AR P

_}Ll.”L@.m.AJYJ.IéMJu\gdbdqlcd\ﬂlulnawlkjw)bmkmulu

Tidying Up

Quoting his father, Imam Sadeq has reported that a man came to the door of the holy Prophet and
asked to see him. Leaving his chamber to see the man, the holy Prophet, instead of Looking into a
mirror, stood in front of bowl! of water to tidy himself. When the holy Prophet returned, Aisha asked: O
Messenger of Allah! For what did you stand before the bowl of water when going to see that man and
made yourself look tidy? The Messenger of Allah said: O Aisha! God loves a Muslim who makes himself

tidy when he goes to see his brother-in-faith.

It has been reported that the Messenger of Allah made himself look tidy to his companions and to a
greater extent to his wife saying: Surely God loves a person who makes himself tidy when he goes to

see his brothers-in-faith.
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Abo-Jahl’s Confession

A man by the name of Akhnas Ibn -Shareeq met Abo-Jahl on the day of Badr saying: O Abol-Hakam!
There is no one here but you and me to hear our words. Now tell me whether Muhammad is truthful or
liar? Abo-Jahl said: By God! Surely Muhammad is truthful and he has never told a lie.
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Akramah Son Of Abo-Jahl

Akramah Ibn -Abo-Jahl was one of the ardent enemies of the Messenger of Allah. He was among four
persons the shedding of whose blood the holy Prophet had made permissible allowing people to kill
them wherever they found them even though they might catch hold of Ka’ba’s curtain. Akramah who had
fled Mecca went to sea and embarked on a ship but there was a storm in the sea and he vowed with his
Lord that should he be saved from drowning he would come to the Messenger of Allah and swear
allegiance with him and embrace Islam. By chance, he was saved and when he came to the holy
Prophet to embrace Islam, the Messenger of Allah rose up and gave him a hug saying: Bravo to the
riding traveler. Muslims used to call him the son of Allah’s enemy (Abo-Jahl)! Akramah went to the holy
Prophet complaining of it. Hence, the Messenger of Allah forbade them and appointed him to collect
Zakat (Alms).
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Habits

Anas has reported: When someone was telling the holy Prophet something privately, he would listen
carefully; when he shook hands with a person, he never withdrew his hand till that person withdrew his
hand; he would rise up when receiving and seeing someone off; his knees were never ahead of other
persons knees; he was the first to greet and shake hands; he never stretched his legs in the presence of
his companions; he respected the guests and on many occasions spread his own clothes for them to sit
on; he would put a mattress and cushion for them and if they refused he would insist on it; he would
mention his companions title to honor them and would call them by the fairest names and designation,

and never interrupted any one.
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Water Carrying

It has been reported that the holy Prophet was on a trip and the water for his ablution was with Abo-
Qatadah. The day was hot and people felt extremely thirsty. Hence, they rushed to the Messenger of
Allah asking for water. Having quenched their thirst with the rest of the ablution water, the holy Prophet
turned to Abo-Qatadah and said: Drink some water! Abo-Qatadah said: No, O Messenger of Allah! You
drink it. The holy Prophet said: The water carrier (Saaqi) should drink last. Abo-Qatadah drank water
and after him, the Messenger of Allah, started drinking water. Evidently this is one example of the moral
virtues which the holy Prophet’s companions had acquired. Nevertheless, the holy Prophet was always

leading in this connection and set example for them.
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Those Resembling Him

The Messenger of Allah said: Shall | inform you which one resembles me more than the others? They
said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah! He said: The one who is the most affable, the one who is the most
forbearing, the one who is the most kind to his relatives, and the one who is the fairest among you in

anger and pleasure.
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Greeting Women

It has been reported on the authority of Asma, the daughter of Yazid: The Messenger of Allah passed by

a group of women and greeted them.
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General Pardon

When Mecca was conquered, both friends and foes asked for revenge. Therefore a bloodshed was
expected. Addressing Abo-Sofian, the banner-bearer of Islam chanted the following slogan: Today is
the day of revenge; today is the day of disrespect; today is the day of disgrace of Quraish. Hearing this
from the banner-bearers of Islam, Abo-Sofian cried out! O Messenger of Allah! Is it you who have
ordered to kill us while you are the most merciful and the most kind of people! The holy Prophet who
heard it, paused a little and then said: O Abo-Sofian! Today is the day of mercy and honor for Quraish.
Hence, the slogans of revenge turned into that of mercy. Then the holy Prophet pardoned all the
enemies of Islam saying: | will treat you as Joseph treated his brothers. "There shall be no reproof

against you this day; Allah may forgive you, and He is most Merciful of the merciful".
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Respect For The Elderly

Anas said: An old man came to the Messenger of Allah. Those present did not respect the old man as
they should. The holy Prophet said: He who is not kind to our children and does not respect our elderly

people is not from us.
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Meeting A Worker

On day when the Messenger of Allah was sitting among his companions, he saw a strong man who was
busy doing his job since early morning. The companions said: How good it was if he would use his
strength in the way of God! The holy Prophet said: What you say is not right, for this man works to earn
his living in order to preserve himself from the abjectness of begging. In this way, he is following the path
of God. Even if he works hard for his weak parents and children in order to meet their needs, he is still
walking in the path of God. But if he works to amass further wealth and to be proud of it, then he is in the

way of Satan.
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Meeting An Idle Person

Seeing a man whose appearance surprised him, the Messenger of Allah asked : Does he have an
occupation? If the answer was negative, he would say: He is disfavored with me. They asked: For what
O Messenger of Allah? The holy Prophet said: This is because if a believer has no occupation, he will

earn his living with his religion (sells his religion).
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Learning How To Use Weapons

Realizing that Muslim’s conquest and war affairs required some of his companions should get familiar
with new weapons and their use, the Messenger of Allah sent two of his companions to a village in

Yemen to be trained.
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Seeking Refuge To God

The Messenger of Allah said: O God! | seek refuge to You from inability, idleness, cowardice, envy,
decrepitude, cruelty, ignorance, destitution, abjectness, poverty and | seek refuge to You from poverty,
blasphemy, immoral life, discord, hypocrisy, and infamy and | Seek refuge to You from deafness,
dumbness, dumbness, insanity, leprosy, vitiligo and bad diseases.
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In another supplication, the Messenger of Allah said: O God! | seek refuge to You from a knowledge that
will not benefit anyone, a heart devoid of compassion, a prayer which is not heard and a soul which is
not insatiable. O God | seek refuge to You from these four.
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The Greater Jihad

The Messenger of Allah sent a group of people to war. When they returned, the holy Prophet said; Bravo
to the people who have done the lessor Jihad and should now do the greater Jihad. It was asked: O
Messenger of Allah! What is the greater Jihad? The holy Prophet said: Jihad against one’s self.
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Advice

Addressing a group of people who were engaged in pleasantry, the Messenger of Allah said: Remember
death. | swear by the One in Whose Hand my life is, if you would know what | know, you would certainly

laugh a little and would cry frequently.
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Adulteration

The Messenger of Allah passed by a man selling food. The holy Prophet asked: How is the quality of
your food? The man answered: At this moment, the holy Prophet who was inspired by God to taste the
food found out that it was adulterated so he said: To us does not belong one who is fraud.
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Advice To Survivors

The Messenger of Allah passed by a grave in which a man had been buried the previous night and at its
side his wife and children were crying. The holy Prophet said: Two Rak’at of prayer of which you make

light work is more worthy than the whole world.
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Children Of The End Of The World

Looking at some children, the Messenger of Allah said: Woe to the children of the end of the world due
to their fathers. A man asked: Polytheist fathers? The holy Prophet said: No, due to their believing
fathers who do not teach them anything of religious duties and forbid their children when they
themselves learn some of the Islamic injunctions and are only content that their children acquire

something of the worldly profit. | am clear of them and they are clear of me.
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Practical Lesson

During one of his trips, the holy Prophet accompanied by his companions arrived at a barren and arid

area. The holy Prophet said: Gather some fire—wood? The companions said: O Messenger of Allah! We
are in a barren area where there is no single piece of wood. The holy Prophet said: Whatever it may be,
everyone must gather a quantity of wood as much as he can. The companions tried to pick up even the

small pieces of wood. When all of them piled up what they had gathered, the holy Prophet said: Minor



sins are just the same as these small pieces of wood. Avoid minor sins, for there is a searcher for

everything and the Recorder of sins writes whatever people offer to leave behind them.
“We have recorded every thing in a clear writing.” (Ya Seen: 12)
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